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The SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read Prayers.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Appointment

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
[4.31 p.m.]: I move-

That the member for Narrogin (Mr.W. A. Manning) be appointed Chair-
man of Committees.

Question put and passed.

DEPUTY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES

Appointment
THE SPEAKER (Mr. Guthrie): I wish

to inform the House that I have appointed
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Williams),
the member for Stirling (Mr. Mitchell),
and the member for Ascot (Mr. Toms) to
be Deputy Chairmen of Committees during
the present session.

QUESTIONS (52): ON NOTICE
STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY

Pert k-Kolgoorlie: inauguration of Service
1. Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister

for Railways:
(1) When is the -first train from

Perth to Kalgoorlie per standard
gauge scheduled to leave Perth?

(2) Will passengers be accommodated
on the first train?

(3) Will he give consideration to a
request made by a Kalgoorlie in-
ternational service club to pur-
chase passenger accommodation
on the first train for purposes of
reselling rights of travel on this
train?

Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) This date has not yet been deter-

mined. The first trains operating
over the standard gauge line will
be freight trains only.

f2) Passengers will be accommodated
on the first scheduled passenger
train.

(3) No. Passenger accommodation
will be available to the general
public in the normal manner.

HOUSING
Applicants: Irxcmne Qualiications

2. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What is the maximum income

allowable to qualify for State
housing eligibility?

(2) When was this figure last re-
viewed?

(3) In view of the inflationary trend,
has any consideration been given
toD raising the maximum amount?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) Metropolitafl-$50.86 per week,

$2,645 per annum.
(b) Country - $60.73 per week,

$3,158 per annum.
(c) North-west-$81.25 per week,

$4,225 per annum.
(2) The Act provides for adjustment

on basic wage variations. In addi-
tion $83 was added to cover the
increase caused by the marginal
adjustment in 1960. In 1986, an
amendment was made to the Act
to provide for a higher eligibility
level for residents outside the
metropolitan region but south of
the 26th parallel. The Act already
provided a higher eligibility for
residents north of the 26th
parallel.

(3) Yes. Position is at present being
re-examined.

TOWN PLANNING BOARD
Staff and Planners

3. Mr. TOMS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Town Plan-
nling:
(1) What Is the total staff of the

Town Planning Board?
(2) How are they classified to make

up this total?
(3) Of those listed as Planners, how

many are qualified planners?
Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) to (3) The Town Planning Board

has no staff of its own. However,
it is an explicit requirement of
the Town Planning and Develop-
ment Act, 1928. that the Towni
Planning Department provides the
board with technical, adminis-
trative, and secretarial advice and
assistance. Of the 22 members
of the department listed as plan-
ners, 17 are regarded as qualified
planners either through possession
of a planning degree or diploma
and/or membership of the Aus-
tralian Planning Institute or
recognised Planning institutes in
other countriei.

4.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENTrS
Great Eastern Highway-Surrey Road
Intersection: Number of Accidents

in Last Five Years
Mr. TOMS asked the Minister for
Police:

What are the respective totals of
accidents reported at the inter-
section of Great Eastern Highwa3
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1006
19D67

and Surrey Road, Rivervale for
each of the last five years in the
categories of-
(a) minor accidents;
(b) serious accidents;
(c) fatal accidents?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(a) to (e) The accident record at the

intersection of Great Eastern
Highway and Surrey-Hawksburn
Road is as follows:-

Year Fata Injury Major Minor Total
Damnage Damnage

Nil 1 2 9 13
Nil 3 5 6 14
Nil 4 12 4 20
Nil 2 10 9 21

..o 30t .Ap .1 Nil 3 11 10 24
To10t3 AprNl,

Nil

Delinitions:
ffanor Damtage
Injury

2 2 a 7

15 43 41 go

Less than 350 total damage.
Necessitating treatmetnt by doctor

or at hospital,

TRAINEE NURSES

Night Duty

5. Mr. TOMB asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

What is the maximum continuous
period of night duty performed by
trainee nurses in each of the
public hospitals in any one year,
and how many such periods are
done by these nurses during each
year?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
It is not specifically known how
many periods of night duty are
performed by trainee nurses dur-
ing each year, but it is believed
that generally the award provi-
sions would, where required, be
followed.
These are that student nurses
shall not be obliged to work more
than three months' night duty in
either the first, second, third, or
fourth year of training. Student
nurses at the Kalgoorlie Hospital
shall not be required to be on
night duty for more than six con-
tinuous weeks in any one period.
After any period of night duty
a student nurse shall have an
equivalent period of duty other
than night duty.
It also provides that a student
nurse who has performed eight
or more consecutive weeks of
night duty shall not be rostered
again for night duty for at least
12 weeks from the last day of the
preceding period of night duty
unless she -so requests in writing.

EDUCATION
Native Children: Bookc Allowance

6. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is it correct that his department

makes an allowance of $3.00 per
native child to headmasters of
primary schools to purchase the
necessary primary school books
and materials?

(2) If "Yes," is this amount considered
sufficient to purchase just the bare
essentials in grade I or is it con-
sidered that it would be sufficient
to purchase crafts and sporting
gear as well?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) Yes, but it is a grant from the

Native Welfare Department ad-
ministered by the Education De-
partment.

(2) The $3 is not intended to provide
each child with his entire educa-
tional requirements annually but
only to supplement supplies which
headmnasters are asked to conserve
from previous purchases; e.g.,
atlases, dictionaries, readers, etc.
These are not consumed annually
and are expected to be stockpiled.
In addition to these there is
always a certain amount of free
stock material in the school.
Priority is given to the purchase
of basic educational needs of the
child and, if as a result of the
stock piling mentioned above the
allowance is not exhausted, the
remaining portion may be spent
on craft material or sportinty
equipment. In most instances the
allowance has proved adequate.

MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION FEES
Collections, 1965-68

7. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Police:

What was the total amount of
motor vehicle registration fees
collected for the years 1965-66,
1966-67, and 1967-68 in-
(a) the metropolitan area; and
(b) by local government outside

the metropolitan area?
Mr. CRAIG replied:

Total amount of motor vehicle
registration fees (including trans-
fer fees) collected in-

1065-66 196-"7 1967-18

(a) Metropolitan traffic
area . 4,079,924 5,765:549 5,196,230

(b) Local authorities ou t-
aide Metropolitan
traffic area.......3,912,882 4X35,831 4,5,5
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HOUSING
Carnarvon: Subdivision of Land

8. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Housing:
(1) What area of land has the State

Housing Commission subdivided at
Camarvon in MacLeod Street,
Rubble Street, and adjoining
areas?

(2) What area of land has the com-
mission set aside for recreation in
this area for-
(a) adults; and
(b) children?

Mr. O'NEUL replied:
(1.) This area was Crown land sub-

divided by the Lands Department.
The commission obtained 214
sites.

(2) The commission made no pro-
vision as this is a matter for the
subdivider.

WATER SUPPLIES
Carnarvon: Consumption

9. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Water Supplies:
(1) What is the average daily con-

sumption of water for the town
of Carnarvon excluding the track-
ing station and O.T.C.?

(2) What is the average daily con-
sumption of water by the track-
ing station and the O.T.C.?

(3) What is the average monthly
consumption of water on a planta-
tion?

(4) How many registered or licensed
plantations are on the Gascoyne
River?

(5) What is the estimated maximum
output of the present town water
supply wells?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) 406,564 gallons per day.
(2) 35,190 gallons per day.
(3) 780,000 gallons per month dur-

ing 1967-68.
(4) 174.
(5) 1,080,000 gallons per day.

PRISONERS

Carnarvon: Detention and Transportation
10. Mr. NORTON asked the Chief Secre-

tary:
(1) What is the maximum time a

prisoner can be held by the police
at Carnarvon?

(2) What is the cost per prisoner for
- each transfer by road from Car-

narvon to Geraldton and how is
this cost arrived at?

(3) On discharge, are prisoners re-
turned to Carnarvon or do they
have to make their own way back
at their own expense?

(4) Is the vehicle used at the present
time considered to be a suitable
vehicle for transporting prisoners
from Onslow, via Carnarvon and
Meekatharra, to Oeraldton?

(5) What is the maximum number of
prisoners that the vehicle is ex-
pected to carry?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Fourteen days.
(2) $18 per head. Taken on an aver-

age over the past six months of
18 escorts comprising 50 pris-
oners, includes-
(a) Overtime.
(b) Fuel.
(c) Miscellaneous.
(d) Depreciation on vehicle.

(3) Yes, without cost to the prisoners,
but not wanderers with no valid
reason for returning. Most are
returned in escort vehicle.

(4) Yes.
(5) Six for long trips. Eight for short

trips.

TAXI REGISTRATION PLATES
Deposits and Amenities

11. Mr. CASH asked the Minister for
Transport:
(1) In the issue of new taxi registra-

tion plates what will be the factors
that determine the successful ap-
licants?

(2) If an applicant well qualified by
experience in the industry and
possessing the necessary personal
requirements cannot find the
proposed deposit of $1,000, will he
give consideration to accepting a
lesser deposit or a no-deposit
higher repayment proposal?

(3) As consolidated Revenue is to
receive over $80,000 from the sale
of the 20 new registration plates,
will he give consideration to use-
ing some of this money to provide
some central lunchroom and rest-
room facilities for the taxi drivers

of this city?
Mr.' O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (3) Consideration is at present

being given to these matters.

LAND DEVELOPMENT
Participation by Public in Syndicated

Schemes
12. Mr. CASH asked the Minister repre-

senting thlie Minister for Town
Planning:
(1) Has his attention been drawn to

newspaper advertisements invit-
ing public participation in certain
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land development syndicates that
Promise an investment return of
over 80 per cent. in two years?

(2) Does he consider that town plan-
ning requirements, the provision
of essential services, and the pos-
sible resumption or redevelopment
of such land by the local shire
council could delay subdivision
well beyond the two years sug-
gested by the developers?

(3) Would he cause advertisements to
be inserted in the "Real Estate"
columns advertising prospective
borne builders of the necessity to
first consult-
(a) with the Town Planning De-

partment regarding zoning
and subdivision; and

(b) with the local shire council
in relation to by-laws and re-
development schemes that
may involve resumption of
land?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) 1 have seen one advertisement in

which an estimated return of
84.98 per cent was offered, short
term, the profit being obtained
by what was described as "non-
speculative" subdivision of land
currently zoned urban deferred.

(2) 1 would not like to speculate on
the accuracy of the time limit
suggested without knowing the
location of the land and particu-
larly as I am not aware of any
present proposals by the Metro-
politan Region Planning Auth-
ority to make further changes In
the zoning of land currently
zoned urban deferred. It is to be
noted that this same developer,
according to a newspaper report
on the 15th July, said that much
of the land zoned urban and
deferred urban would not be
available for building for up to
three years.

(3) 1 do not feel this step is necessary
though it is agreed that prospec-
tive home builders would be well
advised to take the steps indi-
cated in (a) and (b).

RENTAL HOMES
Carnanvon and Exmnoutlz:

Completions and Number ol Applications
13. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) How many State rental homes

were built last financial year in-
(a) Carnarvon;.
(b) Ennouth?

(2) How many applications for State
rental homes are there for Car-
narvon?

(3) Does the above answer include
two-unit families?

(4) How many applications by two-
unit families have been rejected
or set aside?

Mr, O'NEII. replied:
(1) (a) Carnarvon 39 (plus 9 under

construction).
(b) Exmouth Nil.

(2) Large families (6 or more
children) I.- . .. . 1

Normal families .. ...36
Husband and wife ...... 22
Pensioners .. ... 5
Purchase .1

TOTAL 65

(3) Yes.
(4) Policy is to give preference to

families of over two units.

LAND
Resumption for Industrial Purposes:

Government's Power
14. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Industrial Development:
(1) Why did he, on the 28th June

last, say for publication that the
Government had no basic power
to resume land for industrial pur-
poses, when in fact it had such
Power under the Industrial
Development (Resumption of
Land) Act, 1945?

(2) Was he not also in error when he
said that normally the power to
resume land for industrial pur-
poses was given to the Govern-
ment by Parliament for specific
purposes but other-wise there was
Power to resume only where there
was a bona fide redevelopment
under metropolitan region plan-
ning legislation?

(3) In what respects is the Industrial
Development (Resumption of
Land) Act. 1945. deficient in
essential requirements to enable
the Government to obtain land
for essential industries?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Because any Proposed resumption

by the Government under this Act
must be referred to Parliament
for approval.
Section 11 (2) of the Industrial
Development (Resumption of
Land) Act, 1945, reads as fol-
lows:-

Subject to approval by Parlia-
ment the Governor may from
time to time on the recommen-
dation of the Committee if
adopted by the Minister and
with the approval of the
Treasurer acquire compulsorily
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(2)
(3)

under and subject to the pro-
visions of the Public Works Act
any land which in the opinion
of the Minister it is desirable to
acquire and make available
to persons engaged In or about
to engage in industries in the
interests of the industrial de-
velopment of the State.

No.
See answer to (1).
Also, I invite the honourable mem-
ber's attention to speeches made
by his then leader when speaking
on a Bill to amend this Act during
the 1958 session.

POLICE
Off ences: Charges and Subsequent

Withdrawals
15. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Justice:
(1) In the case of a 68-year-old pen-

sioner who had to answer a
charge of shoplifting in the police
court on the 3rd June last before
Magistrate Bateman, was it within
the power of the police officer who
laid the charge to have subse-
quently withdrawn it?

(2) If "Yes," under what clrcunn-
stances could it have been with-
drawn?

(3) In the case of shoplifting before
Magistrate Syme on the 31st May
last, was it within the Power of
the special constable who laid the
charge to have subsequently with-
drawn It?

(4) If "Yes," under what circum-
stances could he have withdrawn
it?

(5) In the case of the pensioner was
the prosecution conducted on be-
half of the Crown?

W6) On whose behalf was the prosecu-
tion conducted in the abovemien-
tioned case before Magistrate
Syme?

(7) When a charge of gold stealing is
laid and proceeded with, Is the
prosecution conducted on behalf
of the Crown or the Chamber of
Mines?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) No, except by leave of the court.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) As for answer to (1).
(4) Answered by (3).
(5) It was a police prosecution con-

ducted by the police.
(6) On behalf of a special constable

employed and Paid by a company.
(7) The prosecution is conducted by

solicitors on behalf of the Cham-
ber of Mines, except in outback

places where there is a plea of
"guilty,' and then the police con-
duct the prosecution.

WOOROLGO HOSPITAL
Closure and Future Use

16. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Health:,
(1) When was the decision made to

cease operating Wooroloo as a
hospital?

(2) Is it intended to make the build-
ings available for use by the
Prisons Department?

(3) If "No," which department is to
be given the use of the property?

(4) What are the reasons for the
contemplated closure of the
Wooroloo Hospital?

(5) When Is it intended to close the
hospital?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) to (3) Consideration is being

given to the future of the Wooro-
icc Hospital. no decision having
been made regarding an alterna-
tive use for other Governmental
purposes.

(4) Besides distance and expense,
consideration for patients and
relatives.

(5) Answered by (1) to (3).

CHIROPRACTORS
Fees: Medical Fund and Taxation Benefits
17. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister re-

presenting the Minister for Health:
(1) Does he agree that there is a

strong case for having lees paid
to registered chiropractors for
treatment regarded for medical
fund benefit and taxation pur-
poses similarly to fees paid to
doctors?

(2) If "Yes," Will he make representa-
tions to the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment with a view to securing
recognition of claims in respect of
fees paid to registered chiro-
practors?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) The benefits referred to by the

bonourable member are available
In respect of services performed
by medical practitioners or by
physlotherapists in situations
where the patient is referred by
a medical Practitioner.
Despite what views the minister
may have on the subject matter
of the same application to chiro-
practors, a strong case would not
exist in circumstances where
Western Australia is the only
State providing for the registra-
tion of chiropractors.

(2) Answered by (1).
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ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
High Tension Cables: Crossings over

Swan River
18. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Electricity:
(1) How many proposed crossings of

the Swan River by high-tension
cables for the Purpose of taking
power to the northern suburbs
have been under consideration by
the State Electricity Commission?

(2) What decision has been made by
the State Electricity Commission
in connection with the first of
these proposed crossings?

(3) What decision has been made by
the Swan River Conservation
Hoard on the latest decision of the
State Electricity Commission?

(4) What decision has he made?
(5) Will he table a plan indicating the

exact location of the river cross-
ing decided upon by the State
Electricity Commission?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Two.
(2) Second proposal substituted for

first proposal.
(3) The Swan River Conservation

Board refused a permit for an
overhead crossing.

(4) No decision has been made.
(5) Yes. The plan is supplied to the

honourable member.

BUGGING DEVICES
Legislation to Control

19. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Justice:
(1) Are "bugging" devices for spying

on private citizens being used in
Western Australia by either the
Commonwealth or State Govern-
menits?

(2) If "Yes," is this use likely to be
allowed to continue without re-
striction because the Attorneys-
General failed to agree on the ex-
tent to which mechanical snoop-
ing should be controlled?

(3) What attitude did Western Aus-
tralia adopt at the meeting in
Canberra?

(4) As uniformity of approach to the
question though desirable is not
essential, will the Government
ask Parliament to legislate against
devices the use of which is an in-
vasion of domestic privacy?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) The Minister for Justice is uin-

aware of the use of these devices
by the Commonwealth. The
Minister is aware of only one
case where the police used a
concealed tape recorder as far
as the State is concerned.

(2) The matter of imposing legis-
lative restriction on the use of
bugging devices is presently under
consideration. The honourable
member is not quite correct in
assuming the Attorneys-General
failed to agree. In fact, although
complete unanimity was not
reached, very real progress has
been made to devise a uniform
approach to this problem and the
matter will be further discussed
in Perth in October at the next
meeting of the Standing Com-
mittee of Attorneys-General.

(3) The Minister for Justice indi-
cated he would recommend
favourable consideration to the
matter of invasion of domestic
privacy but not to the extent of
restricting the use of such devices
in detecting serious crime.

(4) Answered by (1) to (3).

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Fuel Oil: Price Variations

20. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Electricity:
(1) Does the agreement between the

State Electricity Commission and
E.P. Australia Ltd. with regard to
the supply of fuel oil permit of an
increase in Price during thie term
of the agreement or an extension
of the period if the option is exer-
cised?

(2) If "Yes," what are the contin-
gencies upon which an increase in
price can be imposed?

(3) If petrol prices rise in Australia as
expected when Bass Strait oil is
marketed in quantity, will the
price of fuel oil for Kwinana be
affected at alt?

(4) If "Yes," could the increase in
price be substantial?

(5) If "No," to (3), does it not
follow that petrol users in Western
Australia will be obliged to absorb
a disproportionate amount of the
increase in cost due to Incentive
payments?

(6) In the event of such inequality oc-
curring. what steps does the Gov-
ernment propose to take to offset
It?

(2)

NALDER replied:
Yes.
Price variations can be based on
Posted Price at Bandar Mah-
Shahr (Iran), freight and sterl-
ing exchange on freight, insur-
ance, local Pipeline maintenance,
duties, taxes, imposts, and dues.

(3) Not known.
(4) to (6) Answered by (3).
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CONCERT HALL
Erection on Chevron-Hilton Site

21. Mr. TONKIN asked the Premier:
(1) For what reasons was the Govern-

ment insistent upon having the
concert hail for Perth erected on
the Chevron-Hilton site?

(2) What were the arguments which
weighed against a proposal that
the Chevron-Hilton site be sold
and the proceeds used to finance
the erection of a concert hall over
the No. 2 car park?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) The Government made the site

available for a concert hall at the
request of the Perth City Council
after receiving advice that it was
highly suitable for this purpose.

(2) Having regard to the Proximity
of Government House, the Gov-
ernment preferred the site to be
used for a concert hall rather
than allow it to be sold for com-
mercial development.

COMPANY-CONTROLLED
COMMUNITIES
Establishment

22A. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
the North-West:

(1) Does the possibility exist-however
remote it may seem at this stage-
of the Government's acquiescence
in the establishment of one or
more company-controlled commu-
nities in this State of the same
or similar kind to that of
Rarnersley Iron Pty. Ltd. at "The
Port of King Bay"?

(2) If "Yes," what are the particulars
of the companies and localities
concerned?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) The reference to "company-con-

trolled communities" is not
understood.
If the reference is to what is norm-
ally referred to as a "company
town" then this possibility must
always exist, especially where the
Government does not possess the
finance or, for other bona fie
reasons which exist at a parti-
cular time, the State does not
wish to accept the cost and re-
sponsibility of such town or port
development.
It must be remembered that in
these towns such as Dampier and
rom Price, the State controls
education through the Education
Department, law and order
through the Police Department,
and medical services through the
Medical Department. The P.MLG.

conducts normal postal and tele-
graphic facilities, Banking ar-
rangements have been catered for
by the banks, while the food
supermarkets and other essential
businesses, such as hairdressers
and pharmacies, etc., are con-
ducted by private operators.
Motels have been constructed at
both towns, and a company not
affiliated with Hamersley Iron is
the lessee. These premises are of
course oken to the public for
accommodation, meals, and liquor,
in accordance with the Licensing
Act in the same manner as other
similar hotels in any part of
Western Australia.
Generally speaking, so-called
"company towns" are not of a
company's choosing. Almost in-
variably they arise from desir-
able development undertaken at
a company's expense in an
isolated area where the Govern-
ment is unable to accept normal
community development Costs in
the initial stages. Also, at that
stage other industries are not
available to join in town and
other developments to Provide
integrated community develop-
ment.

(2) Depending on the outcome of
negotiations, among the areas
Which might be so developed
initially would be Cape Keraud-
ren, which could become the
coastal town and port for Senti-
nel Mining Company.
There is a possibility also that
Amax Bauxite Corporation would
have to establish a so-called
".Company town" near Admiralty
Gulf, North Kimberley.
The reasons are those given in the
answer to (1).

KING BAY PORT
Conversion to State Port

22B. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
the North-West:
-When is it intended to change
"The Port of King Bay" from a.
private to a State port?

Mr. COURT replied:
In accepting the detailed Proposals
submitted by Hamersley Iron Pty.
Ltd., the State has reserved the
right, subject to the provisions of
the agreement, to make any proc-
lamations under, the Shipping and
Pilotage Act, 1967. This Act gives
the Governor the right at any
time to proelarn Dampier a port.
Because the State has reserved
the right referred to. the time
when the port may be proclaimed
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a port under the Shipping and
Pilotage Act, 1967. will be depend-
ent on the operations of the com-
pany, and general development of
the port's use.

ROAD LEVELS
Compensation for Alteration by Local

Athoritys
23. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Is he aware that in the course of

giving Judgment in the Supreme
Court in April, 1967, in the case
of Duckham v. Shire of Belmont,
the Chief Justice, Sir Albert Wolff,
criticised the Loeal Government
Act provisions which allow local
government authorities to alter
road levels without providing
compensation to property owners
who may suffer damage as a
result?

(2) Does he intend to take any action
this session to give effect to the
suggestions made by the Chief
Justice?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Arising from this judgment, an

amendment of the Local Govern-
ment Act is proposed to be sub-
mitted this session.

HOSPITALS
Laundering

24. Mr. TOINKIN asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
(1) How many Government hospitals-

(a) do their own laundering;
(b) have the work done by private

enterprise?
(2) Does the hospital at Fremnantle

still do its own laundering?
(3) If not, when did it cease to do so

and for what reason?
(4) If "Yes," is it proposed to have the

laundering done by private enter-
prise and for what reason?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) (a) All but six.

(b) Four. (Bentley Hospital laun-
dry is done at the Mt. Henry
Hospital, and the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital laundry Is
done at Hollywood Hospital;
i~e. although they do not do
their own laundering, the
work is not done by private
enterprise.)

(2) No.
(3) The 19th March. 1968. The hos-

pital laundry facilities were inade -
quate for the increasing demands
made on it.

(4) Answered by (2) and (3).

FREMANTLE PORT AUTHORITY
"Norwhale": Sale Price

25. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
Works:
(1) What amount was obtained by the

Fremantle Port Authority from
the sae of the vessel Norwhale?

(2) Were tenders called?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) $1,000 plus fittings valued at $800.

taken over by the Fremantle Port
Authority and offset against costs
of salvage.

(2) No. Becauge of concern that the
lighter was unseaworthy, its
urgent removal from the inner
harbour was essential. The lighter
was taken to a temporary anchor-
age immediately upstream of the
traffic bridge, but It was permitted
to remain there for a very short
time only. It was thus not pos-
sible to call for tenders in the
limited time available.
The only alternative to a quick
sale and dismantling was for the
lighter to have been towed to sea
and sunk immediately after she
was raised, in which case she
would have been a total loss.

ORD RIVER DAM
Tabling of CommonwealtIL-State

Agreement
26. -Mr. TONKCIN asked the Premier:

(1) Will he table a copy of the agree-
ment between the Commonwealth
and State Governments for the
financing of the second stage of
the Ord River Danm which was
signed by him on Friday, the 21st
June?

(2) On what date was the first pay-
ment for early work associated
with the construction of the dam
received from the Common-
wealth and what was the amount?

Mr. BRAND replied:-
(1) Yes. For 14 days.
(2) An advance of $100,000 was re-

ceived from the Commonwealth
on the 30th June, 1958.

The agreement was tabled.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSESSMENT
COMMITTEE

Cost and Purpose
27. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister

representing the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) What is the total cost to the State

of the Local Government Assess-
ment Committee's activities and
report?

28
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(2) What was the purpose for which
the committee was formed?

(3) Which of the recommendations, if
any, does the Governmnent propose
to endeavour to implement?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(1) The total cost of the committee

was $20.479. Net cost of the
report is not yet known but i~s
expected to be approximately
$500.

(2) The terms of reference of the
committee were as follows:-
(a) make an assessment of the

resources of each municipality
in the State, considering-
(ii area;
(ii) valuation:

(iii) actual and possible re-
ceipts from rates, receipts
from licences, and C.R.T.
funds, or any equivalent
thereto, as well as other
grants for roads;

00v the possibility of further
development in the area
or of retrogression:

(v) the possibility of attract-
ing and retaining
adequate staff;

(vi) any special problems
affecting the district.
either long term or short
term problems;

(vii) the need for any special
financial assistance;

(b) consider whether the munici-
palities throughout the State
as at present constituted are
able to operate and to have a
community interest in finan-
cial, statistical and adminis-
trative matters, that would
bind the body of ratepayers
in the particular area into a
unit of government that is
efficient, economical, and
satisfactory, not only to the
local people, but to the Gov-
ernment of the State;

(c) recommend any changes in
boundaries which arc con-
sidered desirable to ensure
that each municipality has
available to it reasonable
financial resources so that it
may conform to the ideal set
out in paragraph (b);

(d) recommend any other
changes in structure, or
organisation, which are con-
sidered desirable to permit
the development of municipal
districts with reasonably
sufficient financial resources;

(e) recommend any measures
considered likely to benefit
local authorities;

(f) to consider the advisability
of the establishment of
county councils.

(3) No decision in respect of imple-
mentation of the recommenda-
tions has yet been made.

LAND TAX AND METhOPOITAN
REGION IMPROVEMENT TAX

Revaluat ions
28. Mr. TONKIN asked the Treasurer:

(1) Which districts have been re-
valued since last year for the
purposes of land tax and metro-
politan region improvement tax?

(2) What is the average percentage
increase in valuations of all pri-
vate homes revalued?

(3) Wrhat is the largest Percentage
by which any private home has
been increased and in which dist-
rict is the property located?

(4) Which districts have been re-
valued more than once during the
last eight Years; which districts
once only; and which not at anl?

(5) Of the districts revalued this
year, which one had been left for
the longest period before being
revalued and what was the period?

Mr. BRAND replied:
(1) Districts revalued and to be re-

valued in the metropolitan area
for year of ownership 1968-69 are
as under-

Bassendean.
Cockburn (including Sheet
341A/20 SE. 341A/20 NE Kwin-
ana 1).
Claremont.
Cottesloe.
East Fremantle.
Leederville (Sheet 1-12 inclus-
ive).
Melville.
Nedlands (Sheet 1-13 inclusive.
Portions Subiaco 7 and Leeder-
ville 10).
North Fremantle.
Perth City (1-6 inclusive and
8-9).
Portion Swan-Guild ford (Kala-
munda Sheet 9).
Rockingham (Peel Estate Sheet
1-4 inclusive 380A/40 and Rock-
ingliam 24).

(2) and (3) Since land tax is assessed
on the unimproved value of land,
it is taken that "private homes'
refers to the land on which homes
are erected. The information re-
quired is not available from Taxa-
tion Department records.
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(4) The following districts have been
revalued more than once in the
last eight years--

Guildford.
Mosman Park.
Peppermint Grove.
Arm adale-Kelmscott.
Bayswater.
Midland Junction.
Perth Municipal Sheets 7, 10-
17.
Perth Shire Council.
Belmont.
Perth Municipal Sheets 19-25.
Canning.
Swan Sheets 1A, 11, 12.

The following districts have been
revalued only once in the last eight
years-

Belmont Sheet 6.
Cockburn.
Cottesloe.
B ass en dean.
East Fremantle.
Gosnells.
Leederville.
Melville.
Nedlands.
Claremont.
Fremantle Sheets 8A, 8B, 8C.
Kalamunda.
Perth Municipal Sheets 1-6, 8. 9.
South Perth
Victoria Park.
Fremantle, excluding Sheets 8A,
8B. 8C, North Fremantle and
East Fremantle.
Mundaring.
Subiaco Sheets 8, 11, 13.
Wanneroo.
Swinana.
North Perth.
Rockingham Sheets 1-23.
Sublaco.

Districts not revalued in last eight
years.

Pt. Rockinghamn 1959.
North Fremantle 1956.

(5) North Fren-antle-12 years.
(Note: Sheet numbers used in
these answers are Taxation De-
partment sheet numbers.)

LAND RESUMPTIONS AT KWINANA

Western Mining Corporation: Payments

29. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for
industrial Development:
(1) What area of land was acquired

by the Government at Kwinana
for the Western Mining Corpora-
tion's proposed nickel refinery-
(a) by compulsory acqtuisition;
(b) by negotiation?

(2) What amount has already been
paid to owners for the land
acquired?

(3) What Is the estimated amount
still to be paid?

(4) At what price does the Govern-
ment intend to pass the land to
the Western Mining Corporation?

Mr. COVET replied:
(1) The areas of private land acquired

to date are-
(a) 17 acres 3 roods 22.4 perches.
(b) 49 acres 1 rood 5.6 perches.

(2) $320,272.
(3) $143,420 (This is additional to the

amount in (2) and both amounts
refer to the land in (1)).

(4) Sale price will be calculated at the
sum of-
(a) the cost of acquisition of the

private land;
(b) the value of Crown land at

the same rate;
(c) the total cost of and inciden-

tal to the resubdivislon and
redevelopment of the whole
area with roads, railways.
water, electricity, telephone,
and other services made
necessary by the resubdivision
and redevelopment, plus the
value of improvements on
certain land to be acquired
for extension of the existing
railway.

ESTATE AGENTS

Letting Fees

30. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Justice:
(1) Is he aware that the Real Estate

Institute does not object to estate
agents charging a letting fee of
one week's rent to tenants?

(2) Would it be legitimate for agents
to charge such a fee to both ten-
ant and property owner?

(3) What steps, if any, are taken to
ensure that only one fee is
charged?

(4) Does he agree that it is not
equitable to charge a letting fee
to the tenant?

(5) If he considers it is equitable,
upon what grounds does he arrive
at such a conclusion?

(6) What other States of Australia
permit agents to charge a letting
fee to the tenant?

(7) Will he take the necessary action
to make it unlawful to charge a
letting fee to the tenant?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) If both tenant and property owner

are aware that a commission will
be charged against each of them
and both agree to it, "Yes;" other-
wise, "No."
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(3) Where a double commission has
been improperly paid, the "agent"
can be forced to disgorge the
extra amount. In the several in-
stances coming to the notice of the
Land Agents' Supervisory Com-
mittee, the land agent concerned
has made restitution.

(4) It is equitable for a letting fee to
be charged against the tenant
where a land agent has been
engaged by the prospective tenant
to secure accommodation for that
person and a tenancy is so
arranged.

(5) The agent is entitled to his
remuneration if he has performed
a service for his principal, the
tenant.

(6) it is not known if any other State
prohibits the charging of a let-
ting fee against a tenant but, in
some States, a maximum charge
Is prescribed.

('7) The position is being examined.

31. This question was Postponed.

WATE SUPPLIES

Rating on Increased Valuations
32. Mr. TONKIN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) Which metropolitan districts 'will

have water rates levied this year
on valuations which have been
increased above those used last
financial year?

(2) Are the new valuations compar-
able with or related to the new
valuations which have been made
by the Taxation Department for
the purposes of land tax and
metropolitan region improvement
tax?

(3) What is the largest percentage
increase in valuation which has
occurred in any district which has
been revalued since last year and
in which district is the particular
property located?

(4) what is the smallest percentage
increase in valuation which has
occurred and in which district is
the particular property located?

(5) Which, if any, of the following
properties have been revalued and
what Is the percentage increase in
each case-
(a) 4 Swan Street, Mosman Park;
(b) 23 Swan Street, Mosman

Park;
(c) 25 Swan Street, Mosman

'Park;
(d) 59 Coghlan Road, Subiaco;
(e) 9 Rudwick Street, Mosman

Park?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchinson)
replied:
(1) All local authorities within the

metropolitan water supply,
sewerage and drainage area,

(2) Where revaluations for land tax
and metropolitan region improve-
ment tax have been made within
the last 18 months, there is some
relationship to the water board's
valuations so far as vacant land
and large industrial complexes are
concerned, otherwise new valua-
tions are not comparable nor re-
lated.

(3) On residential properties 219.7 per
cent, on a property in the Ned-
lands City Council.

(4) On a number of properties in a
number of local authority districts
there have been no increases in
valuation.

Per cent.
(5) (a) 10.72

(t) 25.23
(c) 25.13
(d) 42.79
Ce) 34

LOTTERIES COMMISSION

Grants and Subsidies, 1966-68
33. Mr. TONKIN asked the Chief Secret-

ary:
(1) Excluding grants to the Govern-

ment through the hospital fund
account, what was the total of
grants by the Lotteries Commis-
sion for the quarters ended the
30th June, 1965, 1967, and 1968?

(2) What were the total amounts
paid as subsidies to institutions
for the half years ended the 31st
March, 1966, 1967, and 1968
respectively?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) Quarter ended- $

The 30th June, 1966 ... 361,098
The 30th June, 1967 .... 295,030
The 30th June, 1968 ... 245,174
Grants through Hospital Fund
Account commenced the 1st
January, 1967.

(2) Half year ended- $
The 31st March, 1966 ... 40,995
The 31st March, 1967 .... 43,401
The 31st March, 1968 .... 21,495
Account for missions not received
in time for inclusion in amount of
subsid paid quarter ended the
31st March, 1968 (approximately
$22,000).
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MT. NEWMAN STATION AND MT.
BLAIR

Geographical Location
34. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister

for Lands:
What is the precise geographical
location, longitude and latitude,
in the north-west of the State
of-
(a) The cairn on Mt. Blair:
(b) The homestead of Mt. New-

man Station?
Mr. BOVELL replied:

Precise information is not re-
corded for the places quoted.
However, the co-ordinates listed
below are based on State triangu-
lation surveys and should be ac-
curate to within plus or minus
100 Yards.
(a) Mt. Blair-

1170 08' 38.2" longitude.
230 26' 45.9" latitude.

(b) Mt. Newman Homestead-
1190 44' 37" longitude.

2 3 0 19' 19"1 latitude.

FREMANTLE COURTHOUSE
New Building

35. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:

When can F'remantle expect to
acquire preferably a new court-
house or alternative accommoda-
tion adequate in size to prevent
the Present overcrowding and
inconvenience to staff and public
alike?

Mr. COURT replied:
A site has been set aside for de-
velopment by the Crown Law and
Police Departments but com-
mencement is dependent on avail-
ability of loan moneys. Mean-
while accommodation has been
secured in a private office block
now being erected which wil ease
the situation.

SCHOOL CLEANERS
Pay Increases

36. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) Is he aware that-

(a) John Curtin High School
was three short of strength of
cleaners at that school in
early July this year:

(b) Just anybody cannot or
should not be recruited via
the unemployment bureau to
work among schoolchildrenl?

(2) In view of staff opinion that the
difficulty in recruitment relates to
inadequate wages in relation to

conditions of employment, will he
recommend upgrading in pay to
such employees?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) (a) Yes.

(b) Yes, and for this reason all
employees are interviewed to
determine their suitability be-
fore being engaged.

(2) Employees are paid at full award
rates and it is not considered that
over-award payments would be
Justified.

EDUCATION
Textbooks: Printing and Supply

37. Mr. FLETCHER asked the Minister
for Education:
(1) To ease the financial burden on

the Education Department and
parents, will he ensure that all
textbooks and other material not
subject to copyright are printed
by the Government Printer?

(2) As other books are recommended
in excess of those supplied for
Leaving English, will he ensure
that adequate, if necessary paper
back copies of such extra books,
are supplied to John Curtin and
other high schools catering for
Leaving English?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) All textbooks and materials, ex-

cept those produced by depart-
mental officers as part of their
official duty, are subject to copy-
right. The Government Printer at
present prints most of this
material, e.g., school papers, sup-
plementary readers, spelling books
for primary and secondary
schools, and also tenders, together
with the Western Australian mem-
bers of the Australian Publishers'
Association, for the printing of
textbooks for secondary schools.

(2) It is the Government's intention,
commencing from 1969, to make
annual issues of extra reference
books to all schools with fourth
and fifth year classes. Books for
students studying Leaving English
will be included in this issue.

CROSSWALKS
Midland Railway Station: Provision

38. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Railways:
(1) Has any provision been made to

ensure pedestrian crossings are
placed at the new Midland Rail-
way Station?

(2) If "No," will early efforts be made
to have proper safeguards for all
pedestrians approaching station
premises?
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Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) The requirements for

marked pedestrian crossings on
the surrounding streets will be re-
viewed when the Pedestrian-
vehicle conflicts generated by the
new terminal have been assessed.

NATIVES
AZlswah Grove: Repossession by Civil

Aviation Department
29. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:
(1) How many families were housed

at Allawab Grove, South Guild-
ford, until the decision to close
Allawah was arrived at?

(2) How many families are currently
at Allawah Grove?

(3) H-ow many families have taken
the Native Welfare Department's
advice to go back to Country
areas?

(4) Is the Commonwealth Civil
Aviation Department pressing for
the Allawah Grove land to be
made available to it?

(5) Has the Commonwealth Civil
Aviation Department-
(a) insisted on native families

moving before December,
1968:

(b) obtained a court order to
evict the natives unable to get
other accommodation?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) 17 families were housed at Alla-

wah Grove at the time when the
Allawab Grove administration in-
formed the department that It
wished to cease operations by
April, 1908. By arrangement this
date was deferred until the 30th
November next.

<2) 14.
(3) Following the decision of the

Allawah Grove administration to
discontinue its operations at
Allawah Grove the Department of
Native Welfare offered to make
available certain houses in the
country. So far no families have
moved but it is understood that
one or more intend to, either on a
temporary or a permanent basis.

(4) and (5) Allawah Grove is leased
to the Department of Native Wel-
fare by the Department of Civil
Aviation on an annual basis for
an indeterminate Period but ter-
minable by either party at one
month's notice.
The Civil Aviation Department has
not pressed for the termination of
the lease or taken any action for
the evacuation of any of the
native families.

WORKERS' COMPENSATI0ON
Cases Withheld from Payment

40. Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Labour:
(1) What number of workers' com-

pensation cases are being withheld
from payment of compensation be-
cause in the opinion of the 8.0.1.0.
the cases are not admissible from
lack of evidence to support claim?

(2) What number of cases referred to
above are from the Government
Workshops. Midland?

Mr. O'NEfL~ replied:
The State Government Insurance
Office advises as follows:-
(1) 8'7 claims out of a total of

8.302 claims made against
the Government Workers'
Compensation Fund were
declined in 1967-68.

(2) 11 were from the Chief
Mechanical Engineer's Branch
of the W.A.G.R.

WHOLE MILK
Masters Dairy: License at flardanup

41. Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Agriculture:

As the suppliers of whole milk in
the Dardanup district are already
serviced by two milk companies,
why was a license to establish an-
other depot granted to Masters
Dairy recently?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Approval has been given for the
issue of a license to Masters Dairy
Ltd., for a receival depot at
Dardanup to ensure an adequate
supply of milk for that company
to maintain its business.

WOOD CHIP INDUSTRY
Establishment in South-West

42. Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:
(1) Is he able to indicate the stage

which considerations of the pro-
posals for establishing a wood chip
industry in the south-west have
reached?

(2) If he is able to indicate this, would
he please do so?

Mr. COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Firm proposals for the export of

wood chips to Japan, through the
port of Bunbury, have been re-
ceived from Bunning Timber
Holdings Ltd. and Hawker Sid-
dely Building Supplies Pty. LWd.
These have been analysed by an
interdepartmental committee con-
sisting of representatives for the
Public Works Department, Forests
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Department, Railways Depart-
ment, Treasury Department, and
the Department of Industrial De-
velopment.
A decision as to which company
shall be given the right to export
wood chips is expected to be made
during August.
The financing and development
of a major new Bunbury harbour
complex is an important part of
the project. Much surrounds the
methods of financing this develop-
ment beyond the amount the
wood chips industry can be ex-
pected to contribute.

hLK
Bottling and Pasteurisation: Licenses in

Country Areas
43. Mr. H. D. EVANS asked the Minister

for Agriculture:
(I) Would he please indicate-

(a) In which country areas have
licenses to bottle and pasteur-
ise milk been granted by the
Milk Board since January,
1963?

(b~) To which company was each
of these licenses granted?

Mr. NALDER replied:
(a) Albany.
(b) Watsons Foods Pty. Ltd. were

issued with a treatment license
at Albany in March, 1965.
This business was sold to
Masters Dairy Ltd., in August,
1966.

HOUSING
Outstanding Applications for Last Three

Years
44. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Housing:
What was the total number of
outstanding applications on the
books of the State Housing Com-
mission at:
(a) the 30th June last;
(b) the 30th June, 1967;
(c) the 30th June, 1966?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(a)

as at
30th June,

1068
Applications froms-

North of 28th Fl
let Cousntry .... 1,840

Metropolitan-
Single persons ..., 1,178
Failies......14:273

Totals_ 27,300

Tnclndes-
Applications dupil

cated...... .. ... 2,656

(b) (0)
as at as at

30th Jume, 30th June,
1067 1966

1,640 1,451

11,044

14,548

8,052

10,520

1.777 950
(approx.)

The commission assessmen of the net demeand within the
1965 tta is of the order of 9,776 arrived at as follows:

Total 17,300
Less Ineligible single persons ... 821

Thiplca ions-rental and pnurchs 2,656
Wastage-on 12 months experience

30 per cent................4,147 72

Net .. .. 0.776

The teal need within this net demand Is considered by the
commissiMon to be of the order of 4.000 as two separate
random sample surveys and the constant review of check
Inspecltnofapcnt whose turn Is reached consistently

reval hatin xces o 60per cent, of metropolitan applicants
we occupying self-contsined homses or fiats.

Perth, Fremantle, and Midland:
Allocations from Priority List

45. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Housing:

What is the present date of ap-
plications lodged for which allo-
cations are being, made from the
priority list, in the Perth, Fre-
mantle, and Midland nietropoll-
tan areas respectively, under the
following headings:-
(a) purchase;
(b) four sleeping unit

houses;
(c) three sleeping unit

houses:
(d) two sleeping unit

houses:
(e) two bedroom flats;
(f) one bedroom flats;

rental

rentsl

rental

(g) pensioner cottage flats?
Mr. O'NEIL replied:

As at end of July dates are as
follows:-

(a) Perth metropolitan-May, .1965.
Fremantle-July, 1965.
Midland-July, 1965.

(b) Perth metropolitan-June, 1965.
Fremantle-May, 1965.
Midland-January, 1965.

(c) Perth metropolitan-April, 1965.
Fremantle-August, 1965.
Midland-Auigust, 1965.

(d) Perth
1965.

metropolitan-JanuarY,

Fremantle-September, 1965.
Midland-February, 1966.

(e) Perth metropolitan (Wandana)-
May, 1965.

(f) Perth metropolitan (Wandana)-
February, 1967.

Fremantle-June, 1965.
Midland-

(g) Perth metropolitan-December,
1965.

Fremantle-November. 1966.
Midland--October, 1.965.

Note: In country areas dates
reached vary from immediate.
These dates apply only to
applications representing de-
mand but not urgent need as
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prescribed in the commis-
sion's emergent policies. Gen-
erally, accepted emergents
are housed in the metro-
politan area within three
months of approval.

Widows and Spinsters: Accommodation
46. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) How many names are on the wait-

ing list for widows' and spinsters'
single unit accommodation?

(2) What is the approximate annual
rate of vacancies occurring?

(3) What is the current building
programme for this type of
accommodation?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) 1,260.

Pensioners metropolitan ... 1,090
Pensioners country 82
Working women metropoli-

tan .... .... 88

1,260

Of these applicants, it is estimated
that less than 30 per cent will be
eligible for assistance on current
eligibility criteria.

(2) 17.
(3) Frenmantle (due for comple-

tion end August, 1968) ..
Manning
North Beach ... ..

34
18
12

64

Completions in 1967-68
47. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for

Housing:
(1) What was the total number of

houses completed by the State
Housing Commission for the year
ended the 80th June last?

(2) What are the totals under the
various headings respectively?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
(1) Total number-iss?
(2) Commonwealth State

State housing .. .. ..
War service ...
Government Employees'

Housing Authority... ..
Other departments... ..
On behalf of charitable

organisations

824
390
141

34
155

13

1557

In additionl to the above comple-
tions, there was a total of 1,192
dwellings uinder construction as
at the 30th June, 1968. and con-
tracts had been signed for VL
further 318 dwellings.

TRAFFIC
Guildford Road:

Pedestrian Overway near Blind School
48. Mr. HARMAN asked the Minister for

Police:
(1) Is it intended to erect a pedestrian

overway at Guildford Road in the
vicinity of the Industrial School
for the Blind and the Maylands
State School?

(2) If so, when will this work com-
mence?

Mr. CRAIG replied:
(1) The erection of a pedestrian over-

way at this site is being investi-
gated and discussions have taken
place between representatives of
the Main Roads Department and
the Perth Shire Council. Further
surveys will be required before any
decision can be made.

(2) Answered by (1).

GAOLS
Male Prisoners: Numbers

49. Mr. HARMAN asked the Chief Sec-
retary:
(1) How many male Prisoners were

serving sentences of six months or
less at the following prisons-
(a) Albany;
(b) Fremantle;
(c) Bartons Mill;
(d) Pardalup;
(e) icarnet

as at the 30th June, 1968 and at
the 31st December, 1967?

(1)

(2)

(2) What was the
male prisoners
as at the 30thJ
31st December,

Mr. CRAIG replied:
30th June,

1968
Albany 28 s
Fremantle .. 106 tI
Hortn. Mill 40 i
Pardeliep .. .
Keact ... 7 El

Total ... 190 ca

30th June, Ins
1908

Albany .. 6s
Fremantle .. 491
Bartone. Mill 93
Pardelup _ 79
Karmet 73

Total

total number of
at these prisons

Tune, 1968 and the
1967?

319t December, 1967

tatistical Information of
is nature for tbis period
a not kept forc individual
astltutions. However the
gores will be compiled and
mde available to the bon.
ember.

;t December,
1007

65
555

8
59
57

822 S4

HOUSING
Canning: Completions in Last Six Years

50. Mr. BATEMAN asked the Minister for
Housing:

Will he advise how many State
Housing Commission homes have
been built In the new Canning
electorate in the last six years?
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Mr. O'NEIL replied:
The Commission does not compile its statistics in electoral

districts but as near as can be ascertained the figures are as
follows :

1982-5 .. 27 (includes 6 war service homes)
2983-64. 15 11,i *,,

1964-6. 61 & *..

1965-6. 16 (, ,
2988-67 . is1 ( , 4 ,, ,
1987-49.. 15( ,, a. ,, ,

SEWERAGE
Davidson Estate, Maddington: Treatment

and Disposal of Effluent

51. Mr. BATEMJAN asked the Minister for
Works:

Will he advise what method of
effluent treatment and disposal is
used in connection with 'the
Davidson Estate at Maddington?

Mr. CRAIG (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:.

Sewerage at Davidson Estate, Mad-
dington, is treated by the extended
aeration process in a treatment
plant designed to serve a popula-
tion of 1,500 persons.
At present the flow is very small
and in summer it is absorbed into
the ground within the estate. Ar-
rangements have been made with
the local authority that when the
flows increase sufficiently the efflu-
ent after chlorination will be used
for watering the adjacent recre-
ation ground. in wintertime the
chlorinated effluent will discharge
into Maddington Brook, which Is
under the control of the Gosnells
Shire Council.

HOUSING

Clontarf: Undeveloped Land and Home
Building

52. Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

In connection with the Clontarf
electorate, will he advise as fol-
lows: -
(1) What is the total acreage of

undeveloped State Housing
Commission land in the area?

(2) How many State Housing
Commission homes have been
built within the new Clontarf
boundaries in 1965, 1966, 1967.
and 1968?

Bentley Pro'ject: Commencement
(3) When is It anticipated that

the new housing project at
Bentley will commence?

Mr. O'NEIL replied:
The commission does not keep its
statistics in electoral districts but
as near as can be ascertained the
particulars are as follows:-
(1) 228 acres.

(2) 1065-DO, including 5 war
service homes and 36 units
for charitable organisatlons.
1966--96, including 3 war
service homes and 78 units
for charitable organisations.
1967-16, including 15 war
service homes.
1968-1, including 1 war
service home.

(3) 1969.

QUESTIONS (3): WITHOUT NOTICE
NATIVE WELFARE

Hostel at Albany
1. Mr. HALL asked the Minister for

Native Welfare:
(1D Have premises been purchased

by the Department of Native
Welfare in Albany for the purpose
of establishing a hostel for
natives in that town?

(2) If the answer to (1) is "EYes,"
where are the premises situated
and in what street?

(S) Is the proposed native hostel in
close proximity to the high school
girls' hostel known as "The
Priory" in Albany?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) to (3) 1 understand negotiations

are well advanced, if they are not
already completed, for the pur-
chase of premises to provide two
native hostels in Albany. How-
ever, in order to provide the hon-
ourable member with factual in-
formation, I would be obliged if
he would place his question on
the notice paper.

LAND)
Cannington-Armadale District Rezoning:

Parliamentary Inspection

2. Mr. CASH asked the Premier:
As the proposed rezoning from
rural to urban of 7,000 acres in
the Cannington-Armadale dis-
trict could well set the pattern
of Government land policy for
the future, would the Premier
give consideration to authorising
a parliamentary inspection visit
to this area?
Perhaps with the co-operation
of the Minister for Town Plan-
ning and the Minister for Trans-
port, all members of this House
would have a better opportunity
to inform themselves on the re-
zoning proposals before they are
submitted to Parliament.

Mr. BRAND replied:
I wish to thank the honourable
member for some notice of this
question. In the first place, I
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believe It-might be preferable, in
such circumstances, to arrange
for a meeting of members where
someone who knows something of
the problem could tell the story
from the plans and details avail-
able. It Is difficult, when walk-
tIg over an area, or when view-
tig it from any point, to obtain
a proper appreciation of what is
proposed or the information to
which the honourable Anember
has referred.
Secondly, in the event of the
matter becoming an issue of any
kind, or if it is considered that
members would be prepared to
Indicate they are interested in the
matter. I think it would be bet-
ter for the Minister concerned to
make the necessary arrange-
ments. I believe it is the res-
sponsibility of private members,
In most instances, to go to these
areas and see them for them-
selves. However, the Govern-
ment is willing to co-operate
through the Ministers concerned.

HOUSING
Applicants: Income Qualifications

3. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for
Housing:

Further to the answer given this
afternoon by the Minister to the
member for Ascot when he said that
the maximum income allowable
for eligibility for a State Housing
Commission home was varied in
accordance with the basic wage, as
we have no basic wage can we take
it that there has been no adjust-
ment to the figure since the basic
wage was abandoned by the
Arbitration Court?

Mr. OTTER, replied:
I do not wish to correct the mem-
ber for Victoria Park, but there is
a basic wage in this State which
is still prescribed. It Is true, how-
ever, that because of certain move-
ments in the Commonwealth In-
dustrial Commission that basic
wage has not moved for some time
and therefore it does follow that
there has been no adjustment to
income eligibility In respect of
State Housing Commission homes
because of this fact.

SITINGS OF THE HOUSE
Days and Hours

On motion by Mr. Brand (Premier),* re-
solved:

That the House, unless otherwise
ordered, shall meet for the despatch of
business on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
at 4.30 p.m., and on Thursdays at 2.15

p.m., and shall sit until 6.15 p.m. if
necessary, and, if requisite, from 7.30
p.m. onwards.

GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
Precedence on Tuesdays and Thtursdays
On motion by Mr. Brand (Premier), re-

solved:
That on Tuesdays and Thursdays,

Government business shall take prece-
dence of all motions and Orders of the
Day.

COMMIrrEES FOR THE SESSION
Appointment

On motion by Mr. Brand (Premier), the
following sessional committees were ap-
pointed:-

Library-Mr. Speaker, Dr. Henn and
Mr. Norton.

Standing Orders.-Mr. Speaker, the
Chairman of Committees, Mr.
Burt, Mr. Gayfer, and Mr. Bicker-
ton.

House-Mr. Speaker, Mr. Bickerton,
Mr. Jamieson. Mr. Dunn, and Mr.
Mitchell.

Printing-Mr. Speaker, Mr. 1. W.
Manning. and Mr. Fletcher.

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION
FUND

Appointment of Trustees

On motion by Mr. Brand (Premier), re-
solved:

That Pursuant to the provisions of
the Parliamentary Superannuation
Act, 1948, the Legislative Assembly
hereby appoints the member for
Subiaco (Mr. Guthrie) and the mem-
ber for Boulder-flundas (Mr. Moir) to
be trustees of the Parliamentary
Superannuation Fund as from this
day.

SUPPLY BILL
Standing Orders Suspension

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
[5.30 p.m.]: I move-

That so much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary to
enable a Supply Bill to be introduced
without notice and passed through all
its stages in one sitting, and to enable
this business to be entered upon and
dealt with before the Address-In-Reply
is adopted.

Question Put and Passed.

Message: Appropriations
Message from the Lieutenant-Governor

and Administrator received and read
recommending appropriations for the
purposes of the Bill.
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Introduction and First Reading
Hill introduced, on motion by Mr. Brand

(Treasurer), and read a first time.
Second Reading

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Treasurer)
(5.33 p.m.]: T move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

The purpose of this Bill is to grant
supply to Her Majesty of a sum not ex-
ceeding $145,000,000 for the services of the
State for the year ending the 30th June,
1969.

The Revenue Budget and the Loan
Estimates for the current financial year
are now being framed and will be pre-
sented to the House later this session.
'Until then, and while the Appropriation
Bills are under consideration, it is neces-
sary for funds to be made available to
carry on the normal Government services.

This year the Consolidated Revenue
Fund Estimates and the Loan Estimates
will be Presented according to the revised
Standing Orders passed last session. These
provide that an Appropriation Bill for the
Consolidated Revenue Fund shall be pre-
sented and proceeded with in the same
manner as any other Bill. That Hill will
Provide for the appropriation of a sum
of money which, in addition to the
amount previously granted under supply.
will be sufficient for the services of the
year as detailed in the Estimates.

The Consolidated Revenue Fund Esti-
mates will be tabled Immediately after the
second reading of the Appropriation Bill
and will be the subject of explanation and
discussion in Committee. The presentation
of the General Loan Fund Estimates will
follow the same procedure.

This is in contrast to the past proce-
dure under which the Appropriation Bill
was introduced much later In the session
following the detailed consideration of the
Estimates. I refer to the General Revenue
Fund and the Loan Fund.

The earlier introduction of the Appro-
Priation Bills makes it Impracticable for
further supply to be sought after their
introduction, and consequently sufficient is
being sought now to meet the needs of
the State for a period of six months.

An issue of $110,000,000 Is sought from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund and
$30,000.000 from money to the credit of
the General Loan Fund. Because the
Period to be covered is twice that for last
year's Supply Act No. 1, and also because
of the increasing cost and expansion of
Government services, these amounts exceed
last year's initial request by $62,000,000
and $15,000,000 respectively.

The Bill also provides for an Issue of
$5,000,000 from the Public Account to en-
able the Treasurer to make such tempor-

ary advances as may be necessary in the
conduct of the affairs of the State. This
advance is the same as last year.

I can take some pride in pointing out
that this is the first financial measure pre-
sented to the House since Western Aus-
tralia ceased to be a claimant State.

The very high rate of economic growth
achieved in this State in recent years has
been reflected in the growth of the State's
own revenues and has led to a position
where the future growth of revenue can
be expected to be comparable to that
realised in the other non-claimant States.

Only a short time ago, even with taxes
and charges set at levels fully comparable
with those levied in the other major States,
the natural growth of revenue in Western
Australia, with the formula growth of the
Financial Assistance Grant, was not suffi-
cient to enable us to match the services
given in those States. We needed increas-
ing assistance to fill the gap and this was
provided by a growing special grant.

We believe the time has come when that
gap will no longer grow and may even
shrink if seasons continue favourable and
mineral prospects become realities. If this
is so, we could not expect that the special
grant would continue to increase. On the
contrary, in line with our needs, it would
remain at about the same level, or decline.

Consequently if we could be assured
that the $15,500,000 we received by way of
special grant in 1967-68 would continue to
be available in addition to the Financial
Assistance Grant that would be forthcom-
ing under the formula, we considered that
we would not need additional assistance to
balance our Budget. We would therefore
no longer need to have recourse to the
Commonwealth Grants Commission.

In brief that was the proposition I put
to the Prime Minister and the other State
Premiers. The agreement finally concluded
was that we will receive $15,500,000 in each
of 1968-69 and 1969-70 by way of a supple-
ment to the Financial Assistance Grant
determined under the formula. Further,
that sum will be added to the 1969-70
Financial Assistance Grant when arriving
at the base figure for the grants to be paid
during the next five-year period.

This was a very important decision. It
brought up our base and it will enable us
to continue to receive the advantages
which our high incomes have brought about
over recent Years. I am satisfied that
these were the best conditions we could
obtain. We did make an effort to get the
Prime Minister and the State Ministers to
agree to add $15,500,000 in each of the
next two years, and to allow the growth
factor to operate. They would not agree,
however, and after looking at it fairly and
squarely, perhaps they had some reason
for refusing our request

38



(Tuesday, 30 July. 1968.) 39

In consideration of these payments,
Western Australia will not seek a special
grant through the Commonwealth Grants
Commission for 1968-69 and 1969-70. We
have also stated that we accept the ad-
vance grant of $15,500,000 for 1967-68 as
the final grant for that year and will not
require the Grants Commission to deter-
mine a completion grant for that year.
That being so, the surplus of $829,000 for
1967-68, announced recently, is the final
result for last year and a very satisfactory
result it is.

This I might say is one of the many
advantages which now fall to us as a non-
claimant State. We will no longer have
to wait for some 15 months after the end
of a financial year to find out how we
really finished up. I hope to introduce the
General Revenue Budget earlier this year.

There are others, not the least being
the great flexibility it gives the Govern-
ment when framing its Budget for the
coming year. But I will have more to say
on the consequences of this development
when speaking to the Appropriation Bill
later in the session. At that time I shall
also set out the full requirements for
1968-69 and the means by which they are
to be framed. Members will then have an
opportunity of seeking detailed informa-
tion on expected revenue and expenditure
from the Ministers controlling the various
departments.

MR. TONKIN (Melville-Leader of the
Opposition) [5.42 p.m.]: The bringing Of a
Supply Bill to Parliament on Tuesday fol-
lowing the formal opening is, of course,
general practice. The Government requires
funds in order to finance its services and
it is customary for Parliament to grant
these funds, and we have no objection to
their being granted. However, we feel
that we should let the Government know
we are very dissatisfied with a number of
things that are happening and we propose
to tell the Government about them.

I wvas not at all surprised that the Gov-
ernment took the step of indicating to the
Commonwealth that it wished no longer to
depend upon special grants from the
Grants Commission. This was fore-
shadowed a year or two ago when we, on
this side of the House, suggested that the
royalties being charged to the iron ore
companies were insufficient and the
Minister for the North-West then said
that there would be no advantage to the
State by charging higher royalties. That
made it perfectly obvious that the situa-
tion had been reached where if reasonable
royalties were to be charged upon the
minerals being obtained, we would
completely bridge the gap between the
amount of income which was being
received and which, under the existing
circumstances, required a special grant.

I think the Premier was very fortunate
-of course he had a circumstance on
which to rely-that the Commonwealth

agreed to allow him to withdraw from the
arrangement on the basis of the payment
of the special grant as it then existed.
There was a precedent for this because that
was the basis upon which an arrangement
was made with South Australia. Had that
Precedent not been there, I am inclined to
think the Premier would not have been
able to secure the favourable decision that
he actually did, because it must have been
Perfectly obvious to the Commonwealth
that the reason we wanted to go alone was
because we had reached a situation where
we could contemplate that the amount to
be received in royalties would be greater
than the amount being received by the
special grant.

I think it is true to say that since 1933
we have been receiving grants which, over
the Years have averaged about $10,000,000
per year, although currently they are run-
ning a little in excess of $15,000,000. But
the average over the years has been about
$10,000,000.

It does not require much mathematical
capacity to be able to calculate that at the
way revenue is being derived from royal-
ties we will speedily reach the stage
where the royalties will bring In more
than the special grant. So I was not at all
surprised when I saw the Government was
making this move. I think it was the
correct move to make in the circumstances.

The Premier has ascribed his successful
budgetary position almost wholly to the
development which has taken place in this
State. Whilst I give full credit to the Gov-
ernment for the finances which are due to
this development, quite a lot is due to
excessive taxation. There Is not the slight-
est doubt about this.

If we have a look at the figures for the
stamp . tax, we find that during the
financial year just closed the Government
has received some $18,250,000, which is
$2,500,000 in excess of -the estimated
revenue from this source. We on this side
of the House have repeatedly pointed out
that this stamp tax is being levied at an
excessive rate: and I can remember quite
well saying that I did not accept the
estimate at all and that the actual amount
the Government would receive would be
substantially above the amount being esti-
mated. What is more, I believe the
Premier knew it.

Mr. Brand: No, he didn't!

Mr. TONKIN: There is something wrong
with the accounting machine in the
Premier's flepartment.

Mr. Brand: There would be in your
opinion. That was the estimate I took.

Mr. TONKIN: It was obvious to us that a
very substantial amount over the estimate
would be received, and so it has proved.
The excess in the stamp tax is more than
double the surplus the Government had in
its Budget. So the Premier has got his
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surplus out of excessive taxation. It will
be pretty hard to Justify to the people who
are paying it that this is proper and
reasonable administration.

In the circumstances, the way this
stamp tax is being levied is unconsti-
tutional; and I am surprised that the
Prime Minister has allowed any latitude at
all in this matter to the Premier of this
State and the Premier of Victoria, because
the Constitution does not give the Prime
Minister any initiative. The Common-
wealth Constitution provides that income
tax must not be discriminatory as between
States or parts of States but because of
the stamp tax it is discriminatory between
States and Parts of States.

Mr. Brand: It is not income tax, it is
stamp receipt duty.

Mr. TONKIN: Do not rush your fences!
Mr. Jamieson: Tell Mr Gorton that.
Mr. Brand: If he thought that, he would

have taken action previously.
Mr. TONKIN: He proposes to take action

ultimately and it will jeopardise the
arrangement the Premier has detailed to
the House.

Mr. Brand: What arrangement?

Mr. TONKIN: The $15,500,000. It will
Jeopardise that arrangement if the
Premier has iot done something about
this stamp tax by the time this comes up
for reconsideration. That is the Prime
Minister's declaration. Apparently it has
gone right over the Premier's head, but
that was the published declaration of the
Prime Minister. He made two points. He
Maid that if either of the Premiers sought
to increase this tax he would take action
immediately, but if they did not take action
by the time the matter came up for re-
view, then consideration would be given
to the infliction of a penalty.

Mr. Brand: That is right.
Mr. TONKIN: That justifies my state-

ment-
Mr. Brand: It does not.
Mr. TONKIN: -that the Premier will

jeopardise the continuance of the arrange-
ment if he does not do something about
the stamp tax.

Mr. Brand: It does not justify the state-
ment about the challenge, constitutionally.

Mr. TONKfI: Let us examine the situ-
ation and see whether it is constitutional.

Mr. Brand: I am not a lawyer.
Mr. TONKIN: If the Premier will be

patient and give me time, I will explain
it. Surely the Premier will not deny the
Constitution provides that income tax shall
not be discriminatory between the States!
I want to tell the Premier that under the
existing arrangement a taxpayer in
Queensland or Tasmania who earns the
same amount of money from the same
source as a taxpayer in Western Australia

-assuming he has the same deductions
for family responsibilities and so on-pays
less income tax than the taxpayer in
Western Australia; and the reason is that
the stamp duty which is paid in Western
Australia and is deducted from a person's
income is not an allowable deduction for
income tax purposes. Therefore in those
States where this stamp duty is not paid
the People receive in their wages or salar-
ies a greater amount, by the amount of
stamp tax, than is received by those in
Western Australia.

We take it one step further. A person
who is employed by the State or by a pri-
vate employer in Western Australia cani
be living alongside an employee of the
Conmmonwealth. They both receive pre-
cisely the same income and both have
precisely the same expenses and deduc-
tions, but because of this stamp tax, the
man in private employment or employed
by the State pays a higher income tax
than the man employed by the Common-
wealth. Therefore it is descriminatory.

Mr. Brand: There are
charges and taxes which
about the same result.

many other
would bring

Mr. TONKIN: Oh no there are not, and
the Premier cannot name one!

Mr. Brand: I would like to have a look
at it but-

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier would have
to have a look-and a big look, too!

Mr.
heard
ments

Brand: Not necessarily. I have
You before make sweeping state-
of this kind.

Mr. 'TONKIN: There is no other circum-
stance which operates the way this does,
where a State employee and a Common-
wealth employee are on precisely the same
wages, but one pays a higher income tax
than the other because one is employed
by the State and the other by the Com-
monwealth. That is the precise situation
in Victoria and Western Australia.

Mr. Brand: What is all this argument
about? If you are right and the Prime
Minister wishes to, he has the case you
have set out--quite apart from the fact
that this tax has applied here since about
1890, and all during the period of your
own Government.

Mr. TONKIN: That does not make any
difference.

Mr. Brand: Of course not!

Mr. TONKIN: It does not make it right.
Mr. Brand: It was unconstitutional then.

It is not our worry. it is a matter for the
Prime Minister and the Commonwealth.
If you are making a case out for them-

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier knows quite
well that when he was giving consideration
to the increase he was advised he had
better not put it on Commonwealth em-
ployees.

40
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Mr. Brand: I was advised by my Under-
Treasurer.

Mr. TONKCIN: I do not care who advised
the Premier. I said he was advised.

Mr. Brand: That is true.
Mr. TONKINq: I thank the Premier for

the admission.
Mr. Brand: The Under-Treasurer passed

the information on to you as to why this
situation existed. It was one which had
existed for all the years.

Mr. TONKIN: Yes, but that is not an
explanation of it; that is an attempt to
justify it.

Mr. Brand: I Increased the tax on what
was existing. We did not introduce any
legislation on this matter.

Mr. TONKIN: The Premier knew quite
well that he would run into difficulty if
he attempted to levy this upon a Com-
monwealth employee; but the Premier of
Victoria was prepared to try it on. Of
course that is what brought the whole
pack of cards down around his ears.

Mr. Brand: I did not see one card-not
one card.

Mr. Graham: You must have been
tricked.

Mr. Brand: They are still going along
with not a query or a question.

Mr. TONKIN: If the Premier of Vic-
toria had not attempted to collect it from
the Commonwealth employees I do not
think the Prime Minister would have taken
any notice, but he had to take notice as
soon as this was brought on. If he has
no justification for the threat he has
issued, why was he allowed to get away
with it? Why was he not-

Mr. Court: He has not got away with
anything. He has made a statement.

Mr. TONKIN: Has he not-
Mr. Court: He has made a statement

and no action has been taken.

Mr. TONKIN: I was battling with one
before; do not make it two.

Mr. Nalder: You have invited it.

Mr. TONKIN: Fair go. I can handle
both the interjectors, do not worry!

Mr. Court: I was getting worried for
you.

Mr. TONKIN: The interjections are
taking up my limited time. That is my
concern.

Mr. Brand: But the fact remains that
Western Australia had a good deal, and
I see no reason why you should be argu-
ing that the Commonwealth should chal-
lenge us in this regard until the Common-
wealth itself takes the responsibility.

Mr. TONKIN: I am not arguing that
way at all. I am simply saying that If
the Premier does not do something about
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the stamp tax, he will jeopardise the very
happy arrangement he has been able to
secure; and my justification is the state-
ment made by the Prime Minister him-
self.

Mr. Brand: What do you suggest we
should do?

Mr. TONKIN: I suggest the Premier
do something about the stamp tax to
meet the Prime Minister's requirements
in this connection.

Mr. Brand: I have already said I will
co-operate in due course.

Mr. TONKtIN: What is more, the
Premier should go a step further and re-
duce it substantially because he is not
Justified in taking $2,500,000 more than
he anticipated getting from this source.

Mr. Brand: What about increased costs
on the other side?

Mr. TONKIN: The tax is excessive.
Mr. Brand: No higher than in Victoria.

Mr. TONKIN: It has always
excessive and attention should be
to it. Of course, it is no different
the road maintenance tax.

been
given
from

Mr. Brand: It is the same as that of
any other State, but not as high.

Mr. TONKIN: That is excessive, too.
Mr. Brand:. No it is not.

Mr. TONKIN: Of course it is, and it
is pressing heavily on the primary pro-
ducers.

Mr. Brand: If It is pressing heavily on
the primary producers here, it must be
doing so in every other State.

Mr. TONKIN: The Country Party mem-
bers are very silent about it; that is the
remarkable thing.

Mr. Gayfer: It was first implemented
by a Labor Government, too.

Mr. TONKCIN: When was that?
Mr. Gayfer: In New South Wales.

Mr. TONKIN: I thought the honourable
member was talking about a Labor Gov-
ernment in Western Australia.

Mr. Brand: It is a hard cold fact, never-
theless, that it was a Labor Government
which introduced it in New South Wales.

Mr. TONKIN: Do not tell me the Liberal
Premier of Western Australia introduced
this tax because a Labor Premier of New
South Wales did so!

Mr. Brand: It proved to be a fairly good
idea; all the other States followed.

Mr. Bickerton: It has not a bad com-
pensation Act, too, if you are thinking of
adopting it.

Mr. Brand: We are always looking for
good ideas.
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Mr. TONKIN: Following the Prime
Minister's statement, the Premier said he
did not intend to make an early change.

Mr. Brand: That is right.
Mr. TONKINT: I reasoned that he In-

tended to make a change, but not early.
Mr. Brand: r have already said that.

Mr. TONKIN: So if he Intends to make
a change, he must realise that what I say
is true and he Will Jeopardise his allow-
ance If he does not do something.

Mr. Brand: I realised this at the
Premiers' conference;. every bit of it;
everything you have said.

Mr. TONKIN: I would like to know how
soon the change is to be made.

Mr. Brand: You be patient.

Mr. TONKIN: Our main complaint
against the Government-and we have
been complaining about this for years with
no result--is that it has got its priorities
out of order, and it does not have a proper
appreciation of the misery which exists
amongst an increasing number of people
who cannot be properly accommodated.

All the time I have been in Parliament
I have never previously been requested to
assist in so many eases for housing as I
have in the last two to three years.
Scarcely a day goes past without my get-
ting at least one request for assistance.
I receive requests either by telephone at
eight o'clock in the morning, or through
the mail---sometimes four and five in one
day. These people have been forced to go
to court after notices to quit have been
served and they can get nowhere to live.
They are forced into court and orders for
eviction are given against them. In only
a few cases do I succeed in getting assist-
ance through the State Housing Commis-
sioni.

When we first raised this question some
Years ago, I pointed out that because of a
special mission to Great Britain to bring
migrants to this State there ought to be
special provision for housing, and the
answer I received was that the Govern-
ment was watching the position. There
was no acknowledgement that some special
Programme for housing was needed; the
Government was watching the position.
There have been denials and subterfuges
all along the line when we have com-
plained about the worsening of this situ-
ation.

A number of reputable organisations
have given attention to this problem and
have written reports. I have one which
has reached me from the Housing Industry
Association (Western Australian Division)
in which appears the following:-

The housing industry has substan-
tially increased its output-,198
dwellings were commenced In 1903 in
W.A., 13,320 in 1967. in these figures
construction of flats is an increasing

factor. There is no doubt that hous-
ing requirements in W.A. will continue
to increase strongly, necessitating
further expansion of the industry.

Now is there any doubt at all that the
State Housing Commission-and through
it, the Government-is not measuring up
to its responsibilities. Further on the re-
port says-

The State Housing Commission can
Provide homes at reasonable prices
through its own land holdings, but
has been unable to meet the needs of
the lower income earners because of
limitation of funds. Its construction
rate has actually fallen since 1965-66.

Now, that is the damning fact of this
situation. In a developing State, with
people being attracted here, the construc-
tion rate of the State Housing Commis-
sion-which provides for those in the
lower income group-has actually fallen.
That is what we have been saying all
along.

Recently, the Minister for the North-
West was on a television programme dis-
cussing the problem of housing and re-
lated matters. I give the Minister full
marks for being wide awake at all times.
He is a past master at being able to avoid
a question, and he gave me plenty of evi-
dence of that this afternoon in answer to
a question of mine.

Mr. Court: Oh, no; I gave you the right
answer.

Mr. TONKIN: No; I did not like the
answer.

Mr. Brand: Perhaps the Minister knew
you would be asking another 10 or 12
questions.

Mr. TONKIN: An undertaking was
given here, like many others. I should not
have put much reliance on it, but an
undertaking was given that the Port at
King Bay would no longer be retained as
a pivWate Port after the construction
period.

Mr. Court: r cannot recall the Minister
for Works saying that.

Mr. TONKIN: I did not say that tbe
Minister for Works said it.

Mr. Court: it thought he answered all
your questions.

Mr. Brand: The Minister for Industrial
Development came into Parliament when
you were on this side of the House, and
he watched you.

Mr% TONKIN:- I will read what the
Minister for Industrial Development said
in 1956.

Mr. Graham: Have we bad him with us
for that long?

Mr. TONKIN: On the question of hous-
ing the Minister, while speaking on the
television programme, was asked if the
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Government urged industrialists to pro-
vide housing when they started projects.
Mr. Court said that E..., for example,
helped employees to get homes near
Kwinana. Now I put this to you, Mr.
Speaker: If you happened to be watching
television when the discussion on housing
took place, and you had heard the ques-
tion whether industrialists were urged to
provide housing, and then the answer that
B.H.P. helped its employees to get homes,
would you not have concluded that E.H.P.
was an industrialist which provided
homes?

That is not the situation at all. The
State Housing Commission provides the
homes-

Mr. Court: The company has helped
very considerably with its employees.

Mr. TONK1N-and B.H.P. helps its em-
ployees to obtain State Housing Commis-
sion homes years ahead of other people.

Mr. Court: You are not being just to the
company. You are not being fair, because
the company has helped its employees
very considerably.

Mr. TONKIN: I do the company absolute
justice, because I am about to read one of
its advertisements.

Mr. Court: Every house at Koolan Is-
land and Cookatoo Island Is built by the
company.

Mr. Jamieson: So are all the houses at
King Bay.

Mr. TONKIN: An advertisement
appeared in The Sydney Morning Herald
on the 20th January, 1968, headed as
follows:-

ELECTRICAL TRADESMEN
required in

WESTERN AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIAN IRON AND STEEL

PTY. LIMITED
KWINANA, W.A.

At the bottom of the advertisement
appears the name and address of the com-
pany in question; that is, The Broken Hill
Proprietary Company Limited, 20 O'Con-
nell Street, Sydney, New South Wales. In
part, the advertisement reads-

In the case of married men fully
furnished ac-commodation at a nomi-
nal rental will be made available from
date of arrival at Kwinana, until appli-
cants obtain a State Housing Com-
mission home.

I am told by some of the men at Kwinana
who have come from South Australia they
had been given an assurance by the com-
pany that they would obtain a State Hous-
ing Commission home within six months.
Further, I have been told by the secretary
of one of the unions that some men obtain
them within six weeks. Nevertheless, our

own people who have had applications
lodged with the State Housing Commis-
sion for upwards of two years, and some-
times close on three Years, have to wait
their turn-

Mr. Jamieson: Our own tradesmen are
no longer important.

Mr. TONK1N:-whilst El.?.. helps its
employees who are recruited from other
States to get into State Housing Commis-
sion homes.

The Minister created an entirely wrong
impression by his answer. He was not
being frank at all in saying, in answer to
the question whether industrialists were
urged to provide homes, that B.H.P. assists
its employees to obtain them-

Mr. Court: I also said a lot of other
things about the company.

Mr. TONKIN:-wlien he knew the
company was using the State Housing
Commission on a priority basis to give
homes to its employees.

Mr. Court: The company cannot use the
State Housing Commission in the context
you are referring to.

Mr. TONKIN: It is no good saying it
cannot. it did!

Mr. Court: Your own comments sub-
stantiate the fact the company helps
employees to obtain accommodation.

Mr. TONKIN: The company helps them,
through applica tions to the State Hous-
ing Commission, to jump over applicants
who have been on the list for years.

Mr, Court: The company is helping in
a practical way. I do not think you want
Industry in Western Australia; you just do
not want it.

Mr. Graham: Go back to the kinder-
garten.

Mr. TONKCIN: That is the usual tactic
of the Minister for the North-West. He
Is not prepared to meet the argument
fairly, squarely, and head-on; but, instead,
brings in this sort of tripe.

Mr. Court: We do meet it head-on, anid
I would be only too pleased to take you
on any time on the question of develop-
ment.

Mr. TONKIN: I tell the Minister he
misled the people who were watching him
when he gave the answer-

Mr. Court: It was completely factual.
Mr. TONKIN:-that E.H.P. helped.

employees to get homes near Kwinana.
Mr. Court: The company is helping its

employees with accommodation.
Mr. TONKIN: Yes; to obtain a priority

with the State Housing Commission.
.Mr. Court: Why don't you give credit

for what it is doing1 instead of expressing
opposition and hostility towards great
companies?
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Mr. TONKIN: That is the situation. It
is what the company does, and it has given
an undertaking to its men that they will
obtain a State house within six months.

Mr. Court: The company cannot give an
undertaking.

Mr. TONKIN: It is no good saying it
cannot. It did!I

Mr. Court: As a good employer, naturally
it will help with applications. I hope
every employer will help.

Mr. TONKIN: The advertisement I have
mentioned states exactly what is going on.
Where could Bli.P. accommodate all the
employees who are coming over here, if
it was not getting this assistance?

Mr. Rushton: What proportion would
qualify for State Housing Commission
homes on their earnings?

Mr. TONKIN: I am sorry, but I cannot
hear the honourable member.

Mr. Rushton: What proportion would
qualify for State Housing Commission
homes on an income basis?

Mr. Davies: Plenty!

Mr. TONKIN: I do not know the pro-
portion. What I am telling the honourable
member is that some of the men to whom
the guarantee was given, told me that,
when they applied for the job, they were
assured they would obtain a State Hous-
ing Commission home within six months.
That is the fact of the matter.

Mr. Court: Do you know that B.H.P. has
made emergency arrangements to assist in
the provision of accommodation for its
employees?

Mr. TONKIN: I am dealing with the
answer which the Minister gave on
television, and I continue to say that his
reply was not frank.

Mr. Court: It was both frank and correct.
You have proved it out of your own mouth.
What more can the company do?

Mr. TONKIN: Still, I object to a company
such as B.H.P. being able to have the in-
side running, with the assistance of the
Minister for Industrial Development, to
obtain homes ahead of people who have
been on the list for years and whose need
is more urgent.

I just do not know what the principle is
upon which the State Housing Commission
is operating in connection with some
tenants. To my understanding, Australians
believe that our people should be accom-
modated in a house. If a man, his wife, and
family of children live here it is generally
believed we should do our best to see they
have a house to live in.

For one reason or another, from time to
time a family falls into arrears with its
rent and the Housing Commission then
serves a notice of eviction. Does the com-
mission believe the family should then live

in the open, or that some private landlord
should provide accommodation for a tenant
whom the State Housing Commission con-
siders a bad risk? Who is to provide It?
Surely the State with its resources is in a
far better position to provide accommoda-
tion for a family-if we concede that a
family Is entitled to be accommodated-
than some private landlord. However, the
State Housing Commission takes the view.
"They don't pay well enough for us and
are too bad a risk, so we will kick them
out."

Sitting sspendled from 6.15 to 7.30 pi.

Mr. TONKIN: We on this side of the House
have been saying there was a crisis in hous-
ing. The Government kept on denying there
was any crisis in housing. The Minister for
Housing, quite adroitly, said there was pres-
sure on housing. The Housing Industry
Association, to which I referred earlier,
had this to say-

The housing situation in Western
Australia is dominated by a serious
shortage of dwelling accommodation
in Perth.

Also, I noticed, with satisfaction, that
when the Premier went to the Prime
Minister for $5,000,000 he admitted the
situation was critical. I would point out.
however, that it has not become critical in
the last five minutes; it has been critical
for some years, but the Government has
denied it.

I think the Housing Industry Associa-
tion has carried out an extremely careful
analysis of this situation and has pin-
pointed the difficulty. The association had
this to say-

However the loan limits from insti-
tutional lenders such as banks and
terminating societies are far below
the cost of a home and this particu-
larly affects the lower-income earner.
The State Housing Commission can
provide homes at reasonable prices
through its own land holdings.

It will, if it can; and the reason it cannot
is that the Minister for the North-West
and a few of his colleagues have taken the
lion's share of the funds available and have
left the Minister for Housing scratching for
money.

I know the Minister for Housing appre-
ciates the situation, even though he had to
defend the Government and pass the situ-
ation off by saying it is not critical; but I
sympathise with him. He knows what is
needed, and he knows what he wants to
do, but he cannot make bricks without
straw, most of the straw having gone to
the Minister for ]Industrial Development.

Mr. Court: You know that is not true.

Mr. TONKIN: I think it is.
Mr. Court: It is not.
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Mr. TONKIN: It is remarkable how the
views of certain members change. In
1956, the present Minister for Industrial
Development made what I regard as being
a very thoughtful speech. He said-

..we must keep our rate of expan-
sion to a figure that we can afford.

....it involves works priorities to
ensure the best use of available funds
and an examination of our immigra-
tion programme to keep it in proper
balance with our capacity to expand
and absorb.

This is such a good speech that I propose
to quote a little more of it.

Mr. Court: It is very sound in the light
of the situation you created.

Mr. TONKIN: The Minister Put for-
ward six points which he dealt with elab-
orately, and if I had the time I would
read them all. In case any member is
interested in this speech and would like
to read it, I would point out that I am
quoting from page 97 of Vol. 143 of the
1950 Parliamentary Debates. The Minister
said-

* To comment on these six points. I
would like to make a few brief ob-
servations.

The Minister was not a Minister then, of
course, but was in Opposition. He went
on to say-

With a laudable ambition, the Com-
monwealth. the States and, in fact,
the people of the country have been
trying to do too much with what we

* have available to us. It is under-
stood, and I think it is only human
nature, that every Government and
every Person, be he a Minister of
the Crown or some other less import-
ant person, wants to sponsor and
record spectacular expansion. We want
to record that we have done something
in our day. It is laudable and natural.
We want to be able to say that some
good was done in our time, and one
cannot quarrel with that.

But the clever thing, of course, is to
be able to regulate that ambition to a
point when it does not Produce calamni-
tons results. Where expansion has been
too rapid, be it in business, be it in
one's ordinary private method of
living, or be it in the affairs of a
nation, it follows that it could be dis-
astrous for all concerned. Therefore,
the sound thing to do, whether it be
an individual, business or a country,
is to make Progress on the policy of
advance and consolidate, advance and
consolidate, and so on, so that we do
not outreach ourselves within these
different points of progress.

Icould not agree more with those remarks,
but the Minister has thrown all this pre-
cept overboard.

Mr. Court: No, he has not.

Mr. TONKINq: He has done precisely
the things he advised against doing, and
that is why we are short of houses; that
Is. because the priorities are mixed. If
the Minister had put into practice the
Precepts he explained in 1956 we would not
be in the serious and critical housing
situation we are in today. But no, the
Government wants to go on expanding,
expanding, expanding, irrespective of the
stresses and strains on the other parts
of the economy. The Government wants
to continue to bring migrants from over-
seas and from other States to meet the
labour demand: it wants to keep on in-
creasing the labour demand, and it wants
to keep the pressure on housing without
providing the Minister for Housing with
funds to accommodate the people.

Seeing that we have only one life to
live we should endeavour-so far as it
is within our power to do so-to provide
decent housing for our people, but not
make them carry the stresses and strains
of development which is too rapid. Let us
develop by all means, but at a pace which
enables the Government to provide these
necessary facilities. I have never known
a Government yet that had all the money
it wanted with which to carry out all the
projects it wished to bring to fruition.
However, good government is government
which will give due emphasis to the right
priority and not make a section of the
community suffer while others derive most
of the benefits from development.

I point out that the people who
are suffering in this country today are
those who are being pushed from pillar to
post because there is no accommodation
available for them; and, because of this
demand for housing, other problems are
created. For example, one finds that some
land agents are charging the letting fee to
both the tenant and the landlord. The
Minister, in answer to questions this after-
noon, proved the point that some agents
have been obliged to return the letting fee
when they demanded it from both the
tenant and the landlord.

It is only because of the pressure on
housing and the unfortunate position in
which many tenants find themselves that
these agents can ask the tenant to pay a
letting fee. What an imposition! These
tenants are already put to the expense of
having to shift, and in a number of in-
stances we find landlords putting the rents
up, sometimes in an endeavour to force
the tenants out. Those who are evicted
go to the Housing Commission and are
turned away. They are then forced to
pay the exorbitant rents being asked by
some landlords, and they are charged a
letting fee by the agents who are finding
accommodation for them.

I do not think there is the slightest
justification for charging a tenant a let-
ting fee at a time when there is such a
scarcity of housing; when there is no
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Problem at all on the part of a landlord
to let a house. The house belongs to the
landlord and he is the one who places it
in the hands of the agent and asks the
agent to find a tenant for it. In every
case he is the one whd does this. So why
should the agent turn to the tenant for
a letting fee of one week's rent? There
is no justification for it at all.

This, of course, is the result of the
Pressure on housing, because the Govern-
ment is falling down on its responsibility
in this connection. As we have been told,
the house-building rate of the State
Housing Commission has fallen since
1965-66, and it has continued to fall.
When the Minister quotes his figures he
includes not only what the State Housing
Commission itself builds, but also certain
accommodation which the commission
does not build at all.

If a charitable organisation obtains
assistance from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment and has some funds of its own.'and Puts up accommodation for a number
of people, the Minister for Housing in-
cludes that accommodation in the list of
accommodation that is being provided.

The Minister has no right to try to bol-
ster his figures in that way in order to
give a wrong Impression. The Minister is
only entitled to indicate the accommoda-
tion by way of houses and flats, and the
like, which the commission itself builds
and provides out of its own funds, and in
respect of which it controls the letting.

It shows the desperate straits in which
the Government is when it finds it neces-
sary to include the matters I have men-
tioned in its figures in order to bolster
them up. In making an application to
the Commonwealth for $5,000,000 the
Premier has shown that a much greater
sum has got to be made available to the
Minister for Housing if the job is to be
tackled properly.

We cannot continue as we have done
In the past and attract people from other
States, and allow those people to obtain
a priority on the houses being provided
by the commission. We cannot do this
without stepping up the number of houses
being built, and without stepping it up
considerably.

Our complaint is that the Government
has not yet got a full appreciation of the
gravity of this situation and of the need
to curtail its expenditure in some other
direction in order that more money can be
made available to the Minister for Hous-
ing.

A similar problem arose in connection
with public works which I was anxious to
have carried out, but which had to wait
In order that the money might be made
available to the Minister for Housing to
Provide housing, which was so necessary.

It is quite wrong to impose this burden
upon an unfortunate section of the com-
munity and allow it to get through in the
best way it can. Some very distressing
stories have come to me through the mail
from People who have applied in vain to
the State Housing Commission after they
have been given notice to quit, or when
an order of the court has been given
against them. These people have not
known which way to turn, and because
they have not been able to find accom-
modation It has meant the splitting up
of families; putting one child here and
another there, while the husband has had
to live in one place and the wife in
another.

This sort of thing is creating additional
problems, and the sooner the Government
gets downi to a realisation of the serious-
ness of the position the better It will be.
It is essential that this be done straight-
away, but it cannot be done if other de-
partments are provided with the money
which ought to be going to the Minister
for Housing.

What is to happen if the Commonwealth
Government does not come to the party
and Provide the $5,000,000 asked for? Is
the Government going to throw up its
hands and say, "We tried to deal with this
situation but the Commonwealth will not
give us the money and we cannot do any-
thing?" I should hope not. If in those
circumstances the Government can re-
arrange its priorities, it should have done
so long ago. It ought to be doing so now,
following the precepts which the Minister
for Industrial Development submitted to
Parliament as his ideas on how things
ought to be run back in 1956.

1 would like to quote a few more extracts.
because they are too good to miss in this
situation. On page 99 of Mansard for the
year 1956 we find the present Minister for
Industrial Development saying-

Migration is something that people
seem reluctant to touch upon, but I
feel we have a duty to face up to it.
It is only one phase of our expansion.
There is a point at which we cannot
absorb migrants without a reduction
in standards. If we lower our stan-
dards of living, it follows that we can
accept more people: but if we want
to maintain high standards, we must
accept fewer people. We have elected
by popular choice to maintain high
standards of living for both the exist-
ing people in Australia and newcomers.
That is a very laudable objective, but
it is like trying to put people into a
hall.

If there is a hall with 100 seats, and
100 people turn up, they can be ac-
commodated comfortably. But if 200
people put in an appearance, some-
body will be uncomfortable. It is as
simple as that when we are trying
to absorb people into the country.
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They can be absorbed at a certain
rate at which houses can be produced
for them and occupations provided, or
they can pour in at a rate a bit faster
than can comfortably be absorbed.

We have to accept a degree of dis-
comfort in migration. We always will
have that while we are an expanding
virile nation. But there is a point be-
yond which it cannot be tolerated, be-
cause it brings great hardship. For
that reason I feel that the Common-
wealth Government and the States will
have to review the Problem and say
that Instead of bringing in 100,000 or
125,000, a lower figure will have to be
experimented with.

Mr. Jamieson: Who was the author of
that?

Mr. TONKIN: That was said by the
Present Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment.

Mr. Court: You take that in its right
context.

Mr. TONKIN: Here we go again, with
the Minister talking about things being
taken out of context. That red herring
will not go far in this argument.

Are we going to curtail migration; or
are we going to take some of the money
which is going In the other directions in
which the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment is pushing it and give it to the
Minister for Housing to enable him to
Provide accommodation?

I am not one for stopping migration.
This country needs people; it needs them
quickly so that it can continue to develop.
I agree with the views expressed by the
Minister for Industrial Development in
1956-though I do not agree with him now
-that we must properly arrange our
priorities and curtail our rate of develop-
ment so that we will avoid this hardship,
which cannot be tolerated.

We have reached the stage where the
hardships imposed upon the people cannot
be tolerated any longer, and we are telling
the Government deliberately that there
has to be an alteration and a rearrange-
ment in the finances of the State in order
that the State Housing Commission itself
might build more homes and Provide
accommodation for those people for whom
the private building sector is not making
provision.

It is nice to see big blocks of fiats going
up-fiats which will Provide accommoda-
tion-but can a man get into them if he
has a wife and three or four children? of
course not. There are many houses being
built for which tenants with children will
not be accepted. So we have to fall back
on the State Housing Commission to pro-
vide accommodation for such people, but
the commission is just not doing that. As
one officer of the commission said to me on
one occasion when I was pressing hard for
a particularly worthy case, "You cannot

put tenants into houses which you have
not got." How true is that statement! It
is the Government's fault that the Housing
Commission has not the houses to put the
people into, and it is time the Government
did something about it.

MR. GRAHAM (Balcatta-Deputy Leader
of the Opposition) [7.52 p.m.]: If there
were any but the present Government
members occupying the Treasury bench
I suggest there would not be the necessity
for members of the Opposition to give
emphasis to the serious situation which
has developed in respect of housing, as
outlined by my leader. For some years
the Opposition has been stressing the
seriousness of the situation as it existed at
the time, and pointing out the continuing
deterioration and that eventually crisis
proportions would arrive. In our efforts,
which we were able to document from our
owvn experiences as well as from official
records, to alleviate the housing shortage,
we did not meet with success. The Gov-
ernment pooh-poohed everything we said:
but now the situation has been reached
where the Government can no longer deny
what the Opposition several years ago
identified and prophesied.

It is, as my leader said, that the Govern-
ment has lost its sense of proportion and
its sense of priority; accordingly the
Government is to be condemned. It is
remarkable for the Government to use the
plea of paucity of finance. Every Govern-
ment since I have been following the
activities of the States, and Western Aus-
tralia in particular, has been singing a
song with a similar tune. Year after year
this Government denied that the housing
situation wvas deteriorating. We find from
the State Housing Commission's own
annual reports that in 1961, which is just a
few years ago, the number of outstanding
applications was at the 5,000 mark. The
1967 report showed that the number of
outstanding applications had increased to
the staggering figure of 14,500. This
afternoon we learnt that that figure has
increased since then to a total of 17,300
outstanding applications on the books of
the State Housing Commission.

Had it not been for the somewhat doubt-
ful tactics of this Government in freezing
the basic wage and, perchance, the for-
tuitous circumstances of what almost
seemed like co-operation from the Com-
monwealth industrial authority, in having
the basic wage remain fixed, this total of
17,300 would, in my estimation, be 19,000
to 20,000 at the present time.

Many applicants are excluded, not
because they have no entitlement but
because of the rigidity of the existing
formula. This was something which I sugR-
gest was, more or less, deliberately con-
cocted by this Government, not necessarily
In respect of housing but in respect of the
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economic situation generally. This is in
a period when profits have attained colos-
sal heights.

Every year for the last decade, record all-
time profits have been made. We see this
process going on-a process which is in
direct contrast with the deplorable situa-
tion in which the poorer sections of the
community find themselves. Notwith-
standing this we have had suggestions
from the Government, with the outstand-
ing applications exceeding 17,000, that it
proposes to increase the income limit; in
other words, it is of no concern to this
Government If the number of those poor
unfortunate families rises to a total of
25,000 or some figure of that nature.

Of course, the answer to this would be
the process of which we saw some evidence
this afternoon. Earlier the story of the
10 little nigger boys was recounted; they
'were eliminated one by one until none
of them was left. The outstanding appli-
cations can be compared with so many
green bottles hanging on a wall, but one
by one they disappeared. This afternoon
we heard the Minister for Housing going
through the record which showed there
were 17.300 outstanding applications, but
by devious processes of elimination and
reduction he finally came to a figure of
some 9.000 which he said were genuine
and bona fie, and had a real need.

At the rate the Housing Commission is
constructing, the provision of even 9.'000
homes would entail a waiting period of six
years, because its building programme is in
the vicinity of 1,500 a year only. If one has
a look at the graph of its performances it
will be seen that year by year the figure
of houses built by it has been declining.
That is how seriously the Government
takes the evidence that is submitted by
members of Her Majesty's Opposition; that
is how much the Government is con-
cerned with the welfare of the many thou-
sands of luckless Western Australian
citizens!

The fact of the matter is that in six
years, and with only a fraction of the
funds which are available to the present
Government, the previous Labor Govern-
ment completed through the State Hous-
ing Commission the construction of 17,120
houses. In nine years of office this Gov-
ernment claims to have erected-and I
have totted up the figures--a total of
17,163 houses. It Is an almost identical
figure with three additional years of office.
and with a tremendous increase in popula-
tion created not only by immigration but
also by the explosion in our own popula-
tion which occurred immediately following
the conclusion of World War 11.

The Government has claimed the con-
struction of a total of 17,163 houses in
nine years. but immediately I should
deduct from that total the dishonest
figures which have been given to us:

because, as my leader pointed out, the
figures of completions by. charitable organ-
isations which construct homes for their
people-by the Church of England, by the
Salvation Army, and by Richard Cleaver.
M.P.-have been included.

The Minister for Housing has the temer-
ity to include houses built by those organi-
sations on their own land, with their own
finance plus what they received from the
Commonwealth. Those organisations are
responsible for placing the tenants, for
supervising, for general maintenance of
the houses, and for the management
thereafter. Yet the Minister added 606
of those houses to his own total.

I say it is completely false and is de-
signed to deceive. So paltry is the Govern-
ment's record, it is necessary for it to
behave in this fashion: and I have said
this before. Last Year the Minister for
Housing endeavoured to explain away the
reason for this by a whole spate of words.
The fact remains this is not a State Hous-
ing Commission procedure. The Housing
Commisison today, as when we were the
Government, lends its officers from time
to time to act in a supervisory capacity to
help charitable bodies, but during the time
I was Minister for Housing none of these
figures were included in the total of houses
built by the State Housing Commission f or
the simple reason they were not built by
the State Housing Commission.

Mr. O'Neil: When did the Common-
wealth Aged Persons Homes Act come into
operation?

Mr. GRAHAM: I cannot remember.
Mr. O'Neil: Dluring your term of office.
Mr. Jamieson: The latter part.

Mr. GRAHAM: Perhaps the Minister can
enlighten me on that. I will debate this
issue as long as he likes and wherever he
likes. The figures I have given show that
the houses built by the Housing Commis-
sion under the Labor Government averaged
2.853 per year, while under this Govern-
ment it is a miserable average of 1,807. In
other words, there is a deficit of over 1,000
houses Per Year. If the Minister's assess-
ment is right, that of the 17,300 outstand-
ing applications, the true number is 9,000.
then that is the extent of the Govern-
ment's deficiency and it has fallen down
on the job it should have done to main-
tain the Previous rate of home building set
by the Labor Government from 1953 to
1959-1.000 houses short for each of nine
years.

This Government complains of lack of
loan moneys. The situation is that when
Labor was the Government it averaged
8.4 per cent, of its loan moneys to Provide
housing for the poorer people of the com-
munity-those on the lower rungs of the
economic ladder. This Government by con-
trast is spending an average of only 4.6 per
cent. of the loan moneys available to it.
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That gives some idea of the seriousness
with which the Government confronts this
particular situation!

It is because of the Government's callous
indifference and because of its neglect that
we have this serious situation which con-
fronts us at the present moment; and the
Government's only answer to the self-
created trouble is to move towards the
Commonwealth Government with arms
outstretched saying, "Gimme, gimme,
gimme!" Any Government can perform
anything provided it has the resources,
and this Government, instead of shaping
up to the problem itself, is going to the
Commonwealth on bended knees saying,
'We are in a mess, please help us out."

What has been the position with regard
to this Government in housing? I have
stated what its results have been, and they
are very poor indeed notwithstanding that
between 1962 and 1964, because the build-
ing industry was lagging, the Common-
wealth Government raised two special
grants to the States, and Western Austra-
lia received approximately $3,150,000 for
housing purposes. These were additional
funds that were available to this Minister
and to this Government.

We find that in the last couple of years
the State Housing Comm ission has been
disposing of its assets to an extent thr'
it has never done before, with the result
that approximately $2,500,000 has been re-
turned to it because of assets, principally
land, which have been disposed of or sold.
On top of that, two years ago, not on
account of the increase in rates for main-
tenance charges or anything else, but~ be-
cause the Minister ostensibly wanted a
better balance of rental payments or addi-
tional funds to erect more houses he made
a sharp increase in the rentals being
charged. On his own figures this returns
to him approximately $600,000 extra each
year.

I complained at the time that his was
virtually a special tax upon the poorer
section of the community-those whose
incomes are less than $50 per week-to
provide additional housing for other people
on lower incomes. There 'was no sugges-
tion of special impositions upon those in
the higher income brackets to help the
poor. Instead, the Government went into
reverse gear. One would have thought
that with the realisation of capital assets
and increased rentals, a miracle would
have been performed and records created
in the matter of the provision of houses
for the ordinary People. But, of course,
the very section for which the State Hous-
ing Commission was established was, and
continues to be, sadly neglected.

The officers of the State Housing Com-
mission are aware of the situation and
have set this out in the last annual re-
port, which, incidentally, I do not think
members have seen. I do not know why
the annual report of the State Housing

Commission for the Year ended the 30th
June, 1967, is not available to us at the
end of July, 1968. Anyhow, in the annual
report, the officers of the State Housing
Commission say the volume of applica-
tions remained on a high level and tended
to increase, and then set out reasons for
it. The report goes an-

Other factors were the increased
number of marriages, the high in-
take of migrants, and the industrial
expansion being experienced through -
out the State.

We are well aware that this is a summary
of a situation with which every person
in the community is familiar-everybody,
I suggest, except those who occupy the
Treasury benches in Western Australia.
They, and they alone, are in a position
to do something to ease the plight of
those very many families, and yet they
remain inert. They do not even acknow-
ledge the severity of the problem, which
confronts the State. They do not acknow-
ledge the impact upon innocent souls,
harassed housewives, little children, and
the rest of it.

The Minister is accustomed to giving us
figures to demonstrate that the housing
situation is sound. Almost invariably he
quotes the number of ho~ising units that
have been commenced or that are under
construction. Hie set out this afternoon
to distract Us when we asked him how
many houses had been completed over a
certain period. He also told us how many
were under construction. To the young and
uninitiated that might sound all right, but
the number of houses under construction
can give a completely false figure. Even
the Minister for Housing can figure this
out in a few seconds.

If building operations9 go on at half
the speed there will be twice as many
houses under construction than if build-
ing operations are faster. The only thing
that counts is the number of houses that
have been completed and are ready for
occupation. 'That is where the whole thing
falls down. We have given figures before
to indicate there is an increasing emphasis
on the construction of flats. Flats are, of
course, housing units, but they cater for a
certain section only. In Western Australia
we have not reached the stage where we
build flat-s for families, as is done in other
parts of the world where practically the
whole field of housing comprises multi-
storied flats. So these units, included in
the inflated total, make very little contri-
bution to the housing of the people on,
whose behalf we express great concern.

Of the number of houses available,
many hundreds are condemned annually
on account of age and deterioration. We
all recognise that demolitions occur because
of industrial activity and expansion. We
appreciate, too, that many dwelling
houses are converted for the purpose of
commercial activity. industrial activity,
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and the rest of it. This process is going
on and reducing, to a considerable extent,
the total number of houses available.

In addition to this, every year some
hundreds--how many I know not-of new
houses are built for holiday Purposes only,
and not one of them makes a contribu-
tion towards easing the housing problem;
but they are included in the total num-
ber of houses completed. In the bad old
days some 15 years or more ago, when the
situation was critical, none of these places
was being built, but they are now, and they
are being added to the total to give the
Government and the statistician some nice
round figures. However. I repeat that they
are making no contribution whatever.

Therefore by a system of analysis we
find the situation Is not nearly as healthy
as it might appear to be by the complete
acceptance of a whole set of figures trot-
ted out to us from time to time. I charge
the Government that, knowing full well
what the problem is, it has no desire
whatever to meet the situation. In point
of fact, I suggest the Minister for Indus-
trial Development particularly, and, no
doubt, others of the Government and its
supporters, feel that things have never
been so good. This is the landlords' para-
dise, because for any sort of tumbledown
house it is possible now to obtain from
$16 to $30 a week, and, if the landlord
does not like the tenant, out he goes. if
he does not want children, he accepts a
family without any children. If a certain
number seeks a house, even at that figure,
the rental is, of course, substantially in-
creased because of the demand.

This is the position at present and it
makes my heart bleed to know that so
many breadwinners are paying 50 per cent.
of their income as rent for these places.
I am not suggesting for one moment that
every landlord is to be despised, but of
course the opportunity is here and ad-
vantage is being taken of it by certain
unscrupulous people. In any event, I
suppose we can hardly blame a person
for taking advantage of a situation in his
own personal and pecuniary interest.

But we come back to the Government.
I wonder why it is that a Government
which talks so much of private enterprise
does not leave the matter of multi-storied
office buildings in the capital city of
Western Australia to private enterprise.
Why is it necessary for the Superannua-
tion Board to devote its funds to provide
office space in St. George's Terrace? Why
is it that the Motor Vehicle Insurance
Trust is to provide office space in Adelaide
Terrace? According to the Press, the new
seven-storied block of the trust will seem
to float. The article stated-

The new seven-storey office block for
the Motor Vehicle Insurance Trust
will appear to float clear of the
Adelaide Terrace site.

The Main Roads Department Is to erect
a 12-storied head office building at the
eastern end of the city. If these people
have funds available, why is it not in-
vested in housing, even if it entails a
Government guarantee? I am aware from
my disputations with the Minister for
Works and the Minister for Traffic that
the main roads funds can be used for any
purpose approved by the Minister, and it
is--

Mr. Craig: In connection with road
works.

Mr. GRAHAM: It does not say that.
Mr. Jamieson: What about the King's

Park lookout?
Mr. GRAHAM: I was coming to that.

An amount of $4D,O00O was approved by the
Minister for the purpose of providing a
platform for sightseeing in King's Park.

Mr. Craig: That was in connection with
road works. It concerned the Mitchell
Freeway.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish the Minister
would permit me to make my own speech.
If it is possible to provide money from
main roads funds to erect a 12-storied
building in which its employees may work,
it is equally possible for the Main Roads
Department to build some hundreds of
houses in which its employees may ive,
and the Minister Is aware of the fact,

Mr. Craig:. That can't be done.

Mr. GRAHAM: Do not let the Minister
say it cannot be done, because it can be
done under the Act.

Mr. Craig: No, it cannot.
Mr. GRAHAM: Let me say, first of all,

that it riles me that the Minister, who
should know better-and if he does not
he is speaking from ignorance-should
give utterance to such a statement. We
know perfectly well that many Govern-
ment departments. including the Main
Roads Department, do at present provide
accommodation for their employees, and
therefore I say, with the greatest respect,
that the Minister is speaking through his
hat.

All I want the Government to do is
analyse the situation to ensure that whilst
this crisis lasts, and until it is overcome,
it exploits all ways and means of over-
comning the problem. We will provide
suggestions if the Government likes. The
Government must make a greater contri-
bution to solving the terrific problem
which confronts us at present.

We have said earlier that It is a matter
of priorities. I do not want to enter into
the argutment about fluoridation. I never
have. I have always said that I could not
care less whether or not the water was
fluoridated. However, when such a serious
situation exists as that in connection
with hnusing, I say the GovPvntrent
should be shot at dawn when It gives
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priority to the spending of $140,000 on
capital works in order to introduce fluoride
into the water. This is being done whilst
tens of thousands of Western Australians,
counting families, are in dire need of a
basic necessity: a roof over their heads.

Mr. Dunn: Teeth are a dire necessity,
too.

Mr. GRAHAM: The honourable member
is one who is happily ensconced in a decent
home and has no compassion whatever
for the man who has no accommodation
for his family.

I am aware of the fact-and the Min-
ister for Police and I are very well aware
of the area to which I make reference-
that a certain holiday resort contains not
one single resident, or maybe there is one.
This is a holiday resort at which people
have made provision for water by erect-
ing tanks or establishing bores and the
rest of it. However, although this housing
crisis persists and the Government talks
of a shortage of money, we found upon
the Loan Estimates before us towards the
close of last session that huge sums of
money-thousands of dollars, in fact-had
been set aside to introduce a public water
supply into the area.

I have a cottage at this particular place.
I do not want any water put there. Every
resident or person there is getting by quite
nicely without reticulated water because,
in the great majority of cases, the owners
of the cottages occupy them for only a
few weeks of the year and a tank of 1,000
or 2,000 gallons provides sufficient water.
However, even if hardships were experi-
enced in that area, which, with the econo-
mies to be practised, should receive the
highest priority-the provision of a reticu-
lated water system for a housing settle-
ment composed of holiday homes entirely,
or the provision of housing for people in
such distress?

Mr. Jamieson: Have any of the Ministers
a house up there?

M0. GRAHAM: X~ do not think this
should be a personal matter. As far as I
am concerned, I will not involve others,
and that is why I mentioned my own
cottage and did not mention anyone else.

I have twitted the Government previ-
ously-and this gives some idea of the
situation because it was only three years
ago and the housing situation was exceed-
ingly bad-about the grant of $40,000 and
an interest-free loan of $34,000, a total of
$74,000, to the Royal Agricultural Society
for the purpose of constructing sheds for
the protection of sheep. I do not deny
the Royal Agricultural Society this money,
and I Would like to see the sheep nice
and happy too, on the odd occasions when
they are at the Claremont showgrounds,
but in the name of conscience and all that
is decent, should not someone apply some
sense somewhere in the Government; or
is this all by guess and by God?

Does the Government not appreciate
that there is a very serious problem con-
fronting this State, a problem 'which is
becoming considerably worse? It has only
to refer to its own figures supplied by the
State Housing Commission to get some
conception of how grievous the situation
really is, I know there is a great deal of
industrial activity at the present moment,
but in that respect I think the Govern-
ment. can count itself exceedingly fortun-
ate because in many of the arcas where
expansion is taking place-and this is not
the only time in the history of Western
Australia that there has been industrial
or economic expansion-we find the com-
panies are providing housing, public water
supplies, power supplies, roads, railways,
bridges, ports, drainage, schools, hospitals,
and other amenities.

Normally, all of these things would be
the responsibility of the Governent.
Ordinarily, provision of these things would
depend on the amount of loan moneys
available. So this Government, I repeat,
is exceedingly fortunate that is was able
to negotiate argreemcnts which throw the
responsibility onto the companies at this
point of time-if I might use a cliche of
the Minister for Industrial Development-
thus absolving the Government from the
necessity to make provision for these
works.

But, of course, in the final analysis the
State of Western Australia Is still paying
because the cost is obviously offset against
royalties, It means we have done what
could almost be described as long-term
borrowing from these companies. The
companies provide the capital works from
their own resources at this stage but the
return to the State Treasury from royal-
ies will be so much less on account of that
fact. So the Government has been re-
lieved of the responsibility.

I repeat: It does not require any words
on my part, but it is my intention to keep
on talking, as opportunity offers, until the
Government gives evidence of doing some-
thing. Every member who has people
coming to him 'with their housing prob-
lems is aware that the priority list has
been practically stationary for the past
couple of years, and that the waiting
period, accordingly, has been getting
longer and longer until now it is in the
vicinity of 3& years.

This -was approximately the circum-
stance when there were no building trades-
men and no building materials; when we
were importing cement from Japan and
Italy; when we were importing precut
-houses from Austria and from the United
Kingdom and asbestos sheeting from Italy;
and all that sort of thing. That was the
predicament which confronted us. No won-
der there was a long waiting Period, But
now, when materials are so flush, there is
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no excuse for the present state 6f affair--
3* years' wait, and getting ever longer.
Surely that in itself is a complete condem-
nation of the Government!

We read in the Press within the last
couple of weeks-no doubt the Government
derived a certain amount of satisfaction
from the article-that recently the British
migrant ship Fairsea arrived at Fremantle
with 1,100 migrants aboard, and 509 dis-
embarked at Fremantle to settle in Western
Australia. From one ship we received 509!
Do you know, Mr. Speaker, that those
people would occupy practically the
output for six months of the rental houses
built in the metropolitan area last year by
the State Housing Commission? In fact,
of course, they did not; but that is the
impact they are having, and this Gov-
ernment makes no provision for them
whatever.

Mr. novell: Migrants are making an out-
standing contribution to development.

Mr. GRAHAM: Of course, and nobody
denies it, and this Government is making
a shocking mess of housing.

Mr. O'Neil: Was that 509 families or
people?

Mr. GRAHAM: It was 509 people.
Mr'. O'Neil: Not families?

Mr. GRAHAM: No: people. Divide that
figure by approximately four and look at
the number of Housing Commission rental
homes made available in the metropolitan
area in the last 12 months, and the
Minister will see that what I am saying Is
correct.

Using the Minister's figures for the last
three years--which I do not accept-we
find that the total number of houses made
available by the State Housing Commission
during 1966 totalled 2,480; last year it was
1,756, and this year the figure is 1,'557. 1
repeat: The figure is falling constantly.
Notwithstanding the terrific increase in the
natural population, as well as the migrants,
not only from the United Kingdom but
from other places as well, these figures
again are false-or give a completely false
impression-because included in the totals
are the houses constructed for the Govern-
ment Employees' Housing Authority. Of
course, some of those houses go to people
whose incomes are two, three, or four times
higher than those who are eligible for the
allocation of homes through schemes oper-
ated by the State Housing Commission.

Therefore a great number of the 1,557
inflated figure have no application what-
soever to the People, who are in excess of
17,300, on the waiting, list at the Present
moment. Apparently the Government de-
rives some satisfaction from all this--I
know not how.

We come now to all of the efforts of the
Government. In the matter of single-unit
accommodation-and tl're are 1,260 of

these luckless souls, mostly aged women
who have been evicted and aged pensioners
who are seeking accommodation-we find
there is a building programme of 64 units
with approximately 17 units becoming
available per annum, making a total of 81.
Accommodation for 81 people out of 1,280!
The Minister says that only about 30 per
cent. are eligible on current eligibility
criteria. Nice sounding words! But if we
allow the Minister's figure of 81 per year-
and there are 400 people waiting for ac-
commodation-those Poor old spinsters arid
widows will have to wait another five years
until their turns are satisfied, without
allowing for any additional applications.

The Minister said, "On current eligibility
criteria." What an old dodge that is. All
the Minister has to do is to make his
criteria a little tougher than it is--and
goodness knows it is tough enough now-
and then he can stand up in his place
and tell us that only 10 per cent, of the
applicants are eligible in conformity with
the current criteria. The overwhelming
majority of the people concerned are
pensioners, yet because of some limiting
formula applied by this Government the
Minister airily waves his hands and says
that two-thirds are not eligible,

Mr. O'Neil: How much accommodation
did you build for these people? None.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is not the point.
Mr. O'Neil: None at all.

Mr. GRAHAM: I will tell the Minister
that when we were the Government, and
notwithstanding the difficulties involved,
when families down to two units were
evicted by the court they were offered
alternative accommodation. Things have
slipped since then and the Minister does
not give accommodation to any two-unit
family which is evicted. Such a family
is not offered accommodation under
emergent conditions.

That reminds me that I have here a
case which I want to submit to the Min-
ister. This case has been to the State
Housing Commission, and it has been to
the board of the State Housing Commis-
sion. It concerns a luckless Young Aus-
tralian-talk about 509 British migrants-
who is 28 years old. He has five children,
the oldest of whom is six years, and
another child is expected. He has been
taken to court but not through non-pay-
ment of rent and not for being a bad
tenant. He has been given a court order
which expires at the end of this week and
the Housing Commission has refused to
help him. That, Mr. Speaker, is the situa-
tion. Th~at is the depth to which we have
Plummeted.' One can do nothing about
it. I say that if the Minister and this
Government do nothing about this case,
but permit such a state Of affairs to go
unchallenged, they should be thoroughly
ashamed of themselves.
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The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr. GRAHAM: It is true this person
was assisted in 1964. When he had a
smaller family, he went to the Eastern
States, but he returned to Western Aus-
tralia about eight months ago. He is living
in accommodation which is located in my
constituency. Through no fault of his
own, he has been taken to the court by
the owner of the premises. The court has
given an order which expires on the 3rd
August; that is, next Saturday. However,
the answer from the State Housing Com-
mission is. "Await turn," which at the
Present moment means 3L years. At the
rate we are going, it will be eight or 10
years unless there is a change of Govern-
ment in the interim.

I suppose, Mr. Speaker, if you and the
Standing Orders permitted, I could go on
and on explaining and outlining the details
of the appalling situation which has been
allowed to develop. I beg and implore
the Government in the interests of these
people who are Australian citizens--people
who come here and join in the mad
scramble-to do something in connection
with it. I know my life is just about a
hell in respect of housing. Now instead
of saying "hello" over the phone, my usual
response is, "Is it a housing problem?" I
could show any member who wished to
come to my office now at least 10 times as
many papers and cases of persons seeking
housing accommodation at the present
moment than I have had at any time
previously during 25 long years in the
State Parliament. However, we can say
and prove these things, yet the Govern-
ment refuses to budge in connection with
them.

Finally, I say the Government is on the
chopping block. For political or other
purposes-perhaps self -satisfaction-te
Government has refused to acknowledge
the situation. Now it must go cap-in-hn
to the Commonwealth Government plea-
Ing that it has failed, that it has fallen
down, and that it has not made proper pro-
vision for the accommodation of its peole
whilst it has been spending money at
random and irresponsibly in all sorts of
directions. The Government was recently
returned at the Poll, In view of this
human problem which it refuses to face
up to, I make the statement that never
was a Government returned that was -so
unworthy of the honour.

Mr. Craig: Nevertheless, we were
returned.

1 M. FLTETC!!ER (Fremantle) [8.32
p..i: TMr. Spcek~er. it seems. T may have
ten priority over somebody else. Be

that as it may, there are many matters
of Importance in my electorate, but none
more important than the houising situa-
tion Accordingly. I will speak bri-,fiy on
that subject.

The Premier tonight received a maul-
ing from our leader. The Minister for
Industrial Development came to the
Premier's assistance and, as a consequence,
was criticised by our leader for implying
on television that B.H.P, supplied housing
in the Kwinana-Medina area to its
employees. I also saw the television pro-
gramme in question and undoubtedly that
was the inference to be drawn from the
Minister's statement. It might be good
tactics from the Minister's point of view
to give that impression, but I have corres-
pondence here, which I will presently read
to the House, which supports my leader's
contention that a deliberately false im-
pression was given by the Minister for
Industrial Development.

The statement of the profits of B.H.P. for
the last financial year, which was pub-
lished in the press, would demonstrate that
company could well afford to build houses
for its employees, instead of housing being
provided with public money at the ex-
pense of the State Housing Commission
and of those who really need the assist-
ance of the State Housing Commission.
f I remember rightly the published pro-
fits were something like $44,000,000. I
will not be too definite on that figure,
because I could be confusing it with the
Profits made by General Motors-Holden's.
However, I have noticed with monotonous
repetition that the profits of these two
industrial giants are in the vicinity of that
figure. This demonstrates the ability of
B.l.P, to provide housing for its employees.

For years I have known that housing
has been more readily available in the
Kwinana-Medina area than, say, the
Fremantle area or other contiguous
localities. On occasions perhaps I have
been fortunate in that some people were
prepared to accept the disability of the
long travelling entailed and were willing
to establish themselves in that area. over
the years, however, I have noticed a
deterioration in the situation In that I
have not been able to find alternative
accommodation in the Kwinana-Medina,
area, and it is only recently I have dis-
covered why.

A constituent of the member for Al-
bany approached him in regard to obtain-
ing accommodation in the Fremnantle or
Kwinana-Medina area. On the assumption
it was in my electorate, the member for
Albany referred the matter to me and,
in turn, I referred it to the State Housing
Commission. I will give the file number,
because the Minister might like to note
it. It is file No. 2431/66, and the corn's-
nondence is dated the 3r1 July. 1968. The
letter is addressed to me, and reads as
follows:-

Dear Sir,
I refer to your representations on

behalf of Mr. James Harness of 1
Aberdemn Street, Albany. who is seek-
ing Commission accommodation in
the Kwinana a rea.
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I hope the Minister for Industrial Devel-
opment is listening closely. The letter
continues--

The present policy of the Commis-
sion Precludes Mr. Harness from being
considered for assistance in the
Medina-Kwinana area until such
time as he is employed in this area
or has evidence from a prospective
employer that he is to be engaged. for
employment.

It is understood that the Australian
Iron & Steel Pty. Ltd., is not in a
Position at Present to employ Mr.
Harness as a Spark Tester but there
is every possibility that his services
would be required for other work if
he would care to make the approach.

In view of the above, should Mr.
Harness be successful in obtaining
employment in the area, he should
forward confirmation to this effect to
this office and every endeavour will be
made to rehouse him with the least
inconvenience to himself and family.

Yours faithfully,
(sgd.) R. B. MacKenzie,

General Manager.

That is the principle;
upon his obtaining
B.H.F., he can get a.

namely, contingent
employment with

house.
Mr. Court: Don't you want a blast

furnace to operate in your area?

Mr. FLETCHER: Yes, I do. but this
is where I take the Minister to task. I
ask the Minister not to try to shift his
ground, I am saying I witnessed the
incident on television. I am giving the
lie to it in this House and supporting my
leader who took the Minister to task. I
welcome industry in the Fremantle area.

Mr. Court: He was completely off the
beam.

Mr. FLETCHER: The Leader of the
Opposition was not off the beam. I have
given evidence in the commission's own
words to support his contention. However,
the Leader of the Opposition does not
need any assistance from me. He is able
to make a very good contribution without
my assistance; but through that corres-
pondence, I wished to confirm his con-
tention that the Minister for Industrial De-
velopment was wrong in implying that the
Broken Hill Pty. Co. Ltd. made accommo-
dation available to its employees. It cer-
tainly does; but with the assistance of the
State Housing Commission and at the
expense of those whom I represent. I
pointed out to the Minister and to the
House that, previously, houses in the
Kwinana-Medina area were available to
my constituents who were in desperate
circumstances and prepared to accept the
disability of long travelling and other
inconveniences associated with living in
that particular locality.

Mr. Court: Why don't you occasionally
give credit to the people who are doing
a good job? They are providing houses
and letting them at a much lower rent
than is sufficient for them to recoup the
capital cost. If that is not a positive con-
tribution, what is?

Mr. FLETCHER: If the Minister cares
to make a contribution he can stand up
and do so at some later stage, but I would
ask him not to encroach on my valuable
time.

Mr. Court: Some credit should be given
to industry for what it is doing for those
people.

Mr. FLETCHER: I do give credit to in-
dustry, but not at the expense of the com-
munity. The Minister does not like my
mentioning the high profits that are made
by these companies. I have no objection
to companies making reasonable profits, but
I have a real objection to their making high
profits at the expense of the community.
I hold in great contempt all those big
companies that will use to their advan-
tage housing that is built at the taxpayers'
expense, when those companies are in a
strong financial position and could them-
selves build houses for their employees, in
the same way as other companies are do-
ing in the north-west.

Mr. Court: Heaven forbid if your party
ever becomes the Government here!

Mr. Graham: The ordinary people may
get houses then! It might upset some of
the landlords!

Mr. Court: They have jobs they did not
have while you were the Government.

Mr. Brady: The B.H.P. shares would
drop a bit, I should imagine.

Mr. FLETCHER: The Minister for In-
dustri:al Development said, "Heaven forbid
that your Party should ever become the
Government." In reply to him I would say
that when we do we will remind big busi-
ness interests, such as B.H.P., of their re-
sponsibility to provide housing for their
employees. It is only because the present
Government bends over backwards to
attract private industry that all this is
being done today at the expense of the
people I represent.

I want to repeat a remark I have made
many times previously in this House. I
came here in 1959, in company with several
members opposite, and, unfortunately,
with a change of Government. At that
time my first requests were for accommo-
dation. I would point out that, practically
overnight, I could get emergent accommo-
dation for people who approached me to
assist them, this being a consequence of
the excellent administration of the labor
Government which had satisfied the
demand for housing. But look at the
housing situation today, and the way it
has deteriorated! I can cite another
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example from the file No. 6212/55. 1 ask
the Minister to note that number. The
following is a letter dated the 12th
February, 1968, and addressed to me:-

Further to your representations and
further to my letter dated 1st Febru-
ary, I have pleasure in advising that
evidence has now been produced re-
garding the adoption of a child, with
the result that approval has been
granted for Mr. William Frederick
Mculloch of Flat 51B Conway Drive,
Davis Park, to be offered larger accom-
modation on an emergent basis.

I repeat: on an emergent basis. I draw
the attention of the House to the fact that
that letter was dated the 12th February,
1968. In other words, accommodation, on
an emergent basis, was promised on the
12th February, 1968. On the 5th July,
1968, r again made representations, be-
cause on that date this man was still with-
out suitable accommodation. From Febru-
ary to July represents a period of six
months and if the existing position con-
tinues on into August it will be seven
months. Does not that prove that the
housing situation is in a most unf avourable
position under the administration of the
present Goverrnment?

As I have already mentioned, when I
first became a member of this House, I
could obtain accommodation in reasonable
time for any one of my constituents who
approached me for assistance, as a result
of the efficient administration of the mem-
ber who has just resumed his seat, and
who was the Minister for Housing when
the Labor Government was in office. In
comparison, I point to the case I have just
cited of a man who is still waiting for a
hniise after a period of six months.
What more conclusive proof could the
Goverrnent ask for to indicate that the
housing situation has deteriorated consi-
derably?

This man was good enough to offer to
adopt a child through the Child Welfare
Department, and the Housing Commission
said that when he had adopted the child
further consideration would be given to
his application for larger accommodation.
T wrote to the Parliamentary idaison Offi-
cer on the subject.

Mr. O'Neil: This person was already
accommodated in a State Housing Com-
mission home, but he was offered a trans-
fer to other accommodation on an emer-
gent basis. Is that right?

M~r. FLETCHER: Yes. He was seeking a
transfer on an emergent basis. I knew
the Minister would try to defend the situ-
ation.

Mr. O'Neil: But he has a State Housing
Commission house and he wants another
one.

Mr. FLETCHER: Quite frankly, I feel
sorry for the Minister in view of the
fact that he is sitting in such a hot seat.

He has my sympathy, because the Minister
for Industrial Development and other
Ministers grab a disproportionate amount
of the funds available, at the expense of
the Minister for Housing and the coma-
munity so largely dependent on the activi-
ties of his department. Out of loyalty to
the Government, the Minister for Housing
will jump to his feet later and will attempt
to defend the Government. I anticipate
this because I can see he is making copious
notes and has several files in front of him.

Mr. O'Neil: Those are notes relating to
the introduction of a Bill dealing with em-
ployment brokers.

Mr. FLETCHER: I also have a letter here
from Mr. Lldoyd Davies, a solicitor in Fre-
mantle, who wrote to Mr. McCulloch sug-
gesting that he contact me, and pointing
out that a child was now available for
adoption from the Child Welfare Depart-
ment, subject to the Minister for Housing
being able to find alternative accommoda-
tion sufficient or large enough to house his
family.

In case the Minister is still not con-
vinced, I will Point to another case to show
that the housing situation is still critical.
This letter appears on file No. 5821 and is
dated the 20th May, 1968. It reads as I 01-
lows:

I refer to your representations on
behalf of Mr. Lindsay David Brawn.
of 34 Central Avenue, Beaconsfield,
whose name is recorded on the pur-
chase and rental priority lists as from
the 2nd June, 1967.

As the Commission is currently as-
sisting those applicants who applied
for the Fremantle area prior to the
30th June, 1965, this will indicate that
Mr. Brown's turn for assistance is not
yet reached and from current trends,
the waiting period could be consider-
able.

That indicates to the House that only those
people who applied for houses in the Fre-
mantle area prior to the 30 June. 1965.
are now receiving consideration. Let us
compare the treatment they are receiving
with the attention I received from the
Housing Commission when I first entered
the Hou;se in 1959. In those times prac-
tically overnight I was able to obtain a
house if one of my constituents urgently
needed it. What I have quoted tonight
represents concrete evidence that there is
stil in excess of a three-year waiting period
for any applicant for a home.

I do not want to labour the point, but
I feel I have to quote examples to empha-
sise how critical is the housing situation
in this State at the Present time. The
following letter appearing on file No. 5116
/65' is dated the 4th January. 1968.
and relates to transfer and purchase:-

I refer to your representations on
behalf of Mr. Philip Gascoigne and
family who desire a transfer from their
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Present accommodation at 7A Keenan
Street, Hamilton Hill.

Following Your request, circum-
stances of this case were investigated
and considered. However, although I
am sympathetic towards the problem
of this family, I regret approval is not
granted for an emergent transfer.

On perusing the Mie, it is noted that
this family are recorded on the Fre-
mantle priority list for a purchase
borne as from the 15th July, 1965. At
this point in time, It is not possible
to indicate what the waiting period
will be, but taking as a guide that the
Commission is currently dealing with
applications for Purchase lodged prior
to the 31st May, 1965, it is reasonable
to assume that an offer of purchase
accommodation will be made before
their turn is reached for a transfer of
rental accommodation, the listing date
of which is the 9th August, 1961.

In case the Minister tries to shift his
ground and say that this is a situation
where an applicant wants a transfer, I
point out that here is a situation whe
the applicant wants to buy the house, and
he has been told that he has no chance
at all. At that time the commission was
dealing with applications dated the 21st
May. 1965. So this unfortunate applicant
has been waiting three years and three
months to obtain a purchase home.

Mr. O'Neil: He is being housed by the
commission now. If he wishes he can buy
the one In which he is living.

Mr. FLETCHER: Why should he have
to accept what might be an old house?
Why should he not have a home of his
choice? Furthermore, why should he have
to wait three years and three months?

Mr. O'Neil: We are housing him in a
commission home until we can get a pur-
chase home for him.

Mr. FLETCHER: When I first entered
Parliament I could have obtained a house
overnight if I wished, yet here we have
people who have to wait three years and
three months. If the Minister derives any
satisfaction from the fact that people have
to wait that long it is certainly a very
strange satisfaction. I can see that out of
loyalty the Minister is trying to defend the
action of his Government, because it has
fallen down very badly on the Job.

I would ask the Minister to listen to this
opinion from an elector from Narembeen.
I do not know where Narembeen is, but in
The West Australian on the 7th May, 1968,
we find the heading. "Greater Housing
Effort Urged." The correspondent's name
is Athol Kleindienst from Narembeen. The
article sets out the following complain t:-

A mother is in hospital having a
baby and the father is trying to cope
with four children in a caravan with
no-one else to look after them.

We read of this situation almost
every day In Australian newspapers,-
no houses for the needy.

I would ask the House to listen to this.
MY contributions are generally thought to
be suspect and biased. I would therefore
like members to listen to somebody from
the country area. To continue-

Does this encourage our Young
people to marry and have a family?
What happens to those who do?

In the next year 250,000 migrants
are to come to Australia. Where will
they be housed?

What rights do we, who already live
in Australia, have? What is happen-
ing to our wonderful country?

Wake up, governments, and build
homes. You can build expensive
opera houses and buy FillS which will
cost this country millions.

One hundred thousand dissatisfied
migrants have left Australia. Most old
and new Australians are dissatisfied
too.

Poverty, homelessness and unem-
ployment all breed Communism.

That is the contribution from Naremn-
been. I do not say there is a great deal of
unemployment, but all the other conditions
certainly prevail. There is also a Press
headline which reads, "Cheap Housing for
Migrants Urged"; and another which
states, "Increase in Home Building in
W.A." A further opinion is given by a
minister of religion. If I remember cor-
rectly, he is a minister of the Church of
England, and he advised migrants not to
come to Western Australia because of the
appalling situation in housing.

Does the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment want migrants or does he not? If he
does, why does not the Minister leave a
greater allocation of loan funds for the
Minister for Housing to Provide houses.
not only for migrants, but for those people
who are already here? I can tell from the
reaction of those on the opposite side of
the House that my' comment about the
waiting period was considered suspect.

I have here an extract from the Daily
News of late June or early July, which
carries the headline, "5-year Wait for
Houses." If members will not accept my
submissions and my contentions, perhaps
they will accept those of the salaried and
professional organisations which investi-
gated the problem. I will quote from this
newspaper extract, as follows:-

The committee's findings were pre-
sented by Mr. John Moriarty.

Last year when applications for
S.H.C, homes were a record 10,648 the
number of houses built by the S.H.C.
slumped to 1,369.
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Despite the fact that there was a
record number of marriages and a
record intake of migrants, the S.H.C.'s
total of new living units was the lowest
for five years.

That is not my opinion but the opinion
of the Australian Council of Salaried and
Professional Organisations. There Is no
conspiracy between the member for Fre-
mantle and those organisations. They
indulged in this research themselves, and
the Minister will have some difficulty in
getting away from this fact.

In an editorial in the Daily News, dated
the 18th March. 1967, under the heading,
"Appalling Cost," we find the following:-

It is not good enough for Housing
Minister O'Neil to say that he needs
$5,000,000 more of Commonwealth
money a year for his own building
activities....

I now have the extract to which I
referred a moment age when I said that a
churchman was advising migrants not to
come to Western Australia because of the
housing situation. Thbe article is headed,
"Churchman: Crisis in Rousing for
migrants." We have already referred this
m atter to the House, but here is another
section, namely, the Anglican Church in
Western Australia, which will not sponsor
any more British migrants till there is
housing for them, or unless they can afford
to stay in a guesthouse. There is a wealth
of material. in that extract from which I
have quoted. It was dated the 6th April,
1987. My contention is that this position
does exist and I have proved that it does
by the figures I have made available.

There is another misleading bit of infor-
mation to be found in The Western Aus-
tralian of the 8th July, 1968, in an article
headed, "Increase in Home Building in
W.A." From that article it would seem
that a very satisfactory state of affairs
exists, but when we come to analyse it we
find the contrary to be the ease. The
article to which I have referred quotes
figures recently released by the Common-
wealth Bureau of Census and Statistics.

Mr. O'Neil: You are killing my speech.
Mr. FLETCHER: While members might

doubt my word, they will surely not doubt
the figures provided by the Commonwealth
Bureau of Census and Statistics.

Mr. Jamieson: You want to bet?
Mr. FLETCHER: On previous occasions

I have seen the Minister, out of loyalty,
try to defend the actions of the Govern-
ment. He made a very Poor job of it on
one particular occasion, and while he
might be able to do a. bit better now he
certainly will not be able to produce any
better figures than those to which I have
referred.

Figures just released show that the
Government's percentage of new houses
and fiats approved for building has fallen
from a high of about 23 per cent, in the

1962-63 financial year to 14.2 per cent. In
the Period from May, 1987, to May of this
year. I will now quote from this article
headed, "Increase in Home Building in

The bureau's summary also showed
that the consumer price index for the
cost of housing in W.A. had increased
84.9 per cent since 1952-53.

I would like members to listen to that.
This is what they call the freedom of
private enterprise which creates inflation
and so makes this enormous profit as a
result of what it charges. I repeat, "The
cost of housing in W.A. had increased by
84.9 per cent since 1952-53."1

I do admit that our Government was in
office for a period during that time, but
there has been an escalation in prices
since. At least we did attempt to control
prices and rents, but the legislation we
passed was removed by this Government
when it came into office in 1959; and look
at the muck it has made of the economy
since.

Landlords are able to charge rents which
are beyond the capacity of the people to
pay.

Let me now intrude into the territory
of the member for Pilbara. In the report
which appeared in The West Australian to
which I have been referring the following
appears:-

The president of the Master Build-
ers' Association of W.A., Mr. T.
Matyear, yesterday attributed the
increase to the building by iron-ore
companies in the North-West.

About 200 new houses had been built
recently at Mt. Newman and many of
these would have been started in the
March quarter, he said.

Hamersley had let contracts for
about 4010 houses in the past six
months. Many of these would have
been started early this year.

MORE MONEY
Mr. Matyear said there was also

more private money available this year
than last year.

Of course there is. The building of houses
as an investment is a gilt-edged security,
and the profits are great through the ex-
tortion of high rents from people who can
ill afford to pay. That is the type of free-
dom of private enterprise about which we,
on this side, complain.

The Kingsway flats in King's Park Road
would be included in the statistics which
have been mentioned; and I am sure other
multi-storied units have also been,
included. As the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition pointed out, there is a deliber-
ate campaign to bring about a false im-
pression of the housing situation in this
State, and to Pretend that it is satiSfac 7
tory.
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During the last session of Parliament I
quoted the number of duplex units which
had been built in the Cockburn electorate
on one block of land, and I said each of
those duplex units cost $20 a week to rent.
I am aware of a tradesman who has
rented one, but he has not enough money
at the end of the week to provide proper
food far his children. That is the reason
the private building sector is attracting
money-because it is a gilt-edged invest-
ment. How much do those who invest
money in this direction care about the
poor unfortunate people who cannot afford
to pay the high rents? But that is what
members opposite advocate, but what we
on this side condemn.

I have shown In my few words that I am
certainly not satisfied with the existing
housing situation, and I take the oppor-
tunitty on this occasion to express my
dissatisfaction with the Government's
actions, particularly in relation to housing.

MR. BRADY (Swan) r9.3 p.m.]: I wish
to speak on the subject of housing, be-
cause at the present time it is a major
problem in our society. As I go along I
shall explain the position, and show that
the matter is causing a great deal of con-
cern among all sections of the community.
Not only are our own people being dis-
appointed and frustrated in their attempts
to obtain housing, but immigrants from
overseas-whether they be from England
or Europe-are getting a very bad spin.

Later on I hope to show in detail the
shocking and atrocious treatment that has
been meted out to some of those people. I
never thought that in my lifetime I would
hear of a case such as the one which con-
cerned a particular man, whose position
I shall relate at a later stage. Last, but not
least, I refer to the plight of our own
unfortunate original inhabitants--the Aus-
tralian natives. They are getting the rough
end of the stick, as I shall show.

The Government is not doing the right
thing by the state as a whole in its ap-
proach to the housing problem. I feel the
Government's sense of values is very dull
indeed, in that it is not putting first
things first, but first things last. This
mnust be very frustrating to the people who
are waiting for houses, trying to rear
families under difficult circumstances, try-
ing to help themselves, trying to do a day's
work-sometimes with both husband and
wire going out to work-and trying to
kecep some semblance of sanity in the
midst of all these problems.

As previous speakers have said, this
position is becoming more aggravated
every day. From what we have read in the
newspapers and from what the Govern-
rnenit foresees in regard to immigration,
the housing position in Western Australia
is becoming worse, so much so that condi-
tions which would not have been tolerated
10 years ago are now being tolerated by all

sections of the community. It is becoming
an accepted practice to see people, who
have no chance of obtaining alternative
accommodation, being evicted. I person-
ally think the Government is not with it,
as the saying goes.

Recently it was reported in the news-
paper that the Premier, the Lord Mayor
(Mr. Wardle), a very prominent person
connected with the building industry, and
another party who was very interested in
cricket, met to discuss the possiblity or
arranging for a, test match to be played
in Western Australia. I would have
thought a lot more of those people-be-
cause they are all well placed in the corn-
munity to be able to discuss the major
problems of the unfortunate individuals
who are not able to obtain houses-If they
had dealt with issues such as this. It
seems, therefore, that people who should
be putting first things first are putting
first things last, and are leaving the social
problems of the average man and woman
to look after themselves.

This afternoon the Leader of the oppo-
sition spoke about the building of offices.
In an address to this House last year I
related how-when I first entered Parlia-
ment in 1948, during the term of office of
the McLarty-Watts Government-offices.
and industrial establishments were being
built everywhere, but many of the people
within my electorate were sleeping In
tents, in sheds built with flat iron, on front
and back verandahs, and in caravans.
That seems to be the position at the pre-
sent time. As I pointed out last year the
Government should encourage finance
organisations to hold up funds for the
building of offices, industrial establish-
ments, and commercial buildings, until we
have caught up with the major crisis in
housing.

The Minister has in this House denied
time and again there is a crisis. Recently
he appeared on television with a panel of
speakers, and there he denied there was a
crisis. This shows that the Goverrnent is
speaking with divers tongues. Within
a fortnight of the Minister's appearance,
the Premier attended a Premiers' Con-
ference, and at that conference he said
there was a critical housing situation in
Western Australia. If the existing situa-
lion is not a crisis, then I do not know
what is. Who is telling the truth? The
Minister for Housing denies there is a
crisis, but the Premier says there is a crisis.
What does the community think of highly-
placed members of the Government act-
ing in that manner? The Government can-
not be impressing new arrivals from over-
seas, particularly those who write back to
the old country advising their friends of
the serious housing position.

it members look at the Speech delivered
by the Lieutenant-Governor on the open-
ing of Parliament they will see there is
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one brief reference to what mightlbe called
a housing problem. Let me quote this
In full. It says-

There has been a degree of stress
felt by prospective home owners be-
cause of land prices and a shortage
of low-cost homes. The Government
has acted to steady land prices and is
seeking additional funds from the
Commonwealth for housing.

As the Leader of the Opposition has said,
the Commonwealth Government will bide
its time if it is going to make a housing
grant: and it is questionable whether it
will do so. One could not blame the
Commonwealth Government if it did not
provide a housing grant, because our
Premier has gone to Canberra and stated
that our financial Position is such that
now we do not want to be subject to the
Grants Commission. So there is some in-
consistency.

The Commonwealth Government might
well say, "All right, we accept the story
that you have now reached a financial
position where you do not want grants,
but we cannot accept the position of your
wanting $5,000,000 for housing." On the
face of it, one Part of the argument is
laughing at the other. So with this back-
ing and filling by the Government and
the Minister in regard to the problem, it
could well be that the Commonwealth
Government will be in some doubt as to
whether it should make a special grant
available for housing.

I feel I should take this opportunity to
relate to the House what I believe is
shocking treatment being dealt out to
some People in regard to their applica-
tions for houses. In the two cases which
I will relate immediately, the appli-
cants have waited for seven years to ob-
tain housing. In the case of one man,
he was denied housing because, in the
eyes of the Housing Commission, he had
sold a house in Victoria Park within the
last 12 months.

That man had saved up $400 in order
to have sufficient money to pay a deposit
on a house in Victoria Park. Within
about a month the health authorities told
him he would need to spend $250 to renew
the stumps of the house, which would
be condemned unless he carried out this
work. The man went immediately to the
agents and told them of the position and
they refunded three-quarters of the money
he had paid. Because of this the Hous-
ing Commission was of the opinion that
he had sold the house. I was able to
prove to the commission that in the recog-
nised sense this man had not bought and
sold a house, so denying him the right
to obtain a. house from the commission.
Although the Housing Commission knew
for approximately six weeks that this
man had an eviction order against him, it
made no attempt to house him until about
24 hours prior to the moment he was to

be evicted from his home, which was
hardly worth calling a home. Immedi-
ately he shifted out of the house It was
condemned by the local shire council and
the health authority.

These people had to live under the con-
ditions to which I have just referred while
earning a living to rear their family; and,
at the same time, they had to fight the
Housing Commission in regard to an ap-
plication for a house, which had been
lodged seven years earlier.

Another similar case was that of an
Italian who married a part-native Aus-
tralian girl. This man had an applica-
tion lodged with the commission for six
or seven years, but he was refused a
house. Although he wrote a number of
letters to the Minister in an endeavour
to arrange an interview the Minister re-
fused. Like the other man to whom I
referred, this one, too, bad an eviction
order against him. He found a house
for himself in West Perth at a very high
rental and subsequently the Housing
Commission decided to allot him a house.
However, for five or six years the com-
mission put this man and his wife
through hell; so much so that his wife
had a breakdown. The Housing Commis-
sion was of the opinion that his stand-
ards were not high enough, but I have
been into the various rooms of that man's
house and they compared favourably with
those in many other homes in the metro-
politan area.

At one time the husband contemplated
studying for a medical degree and becom-
ing a doctor, and at the time his wife was
housekeeper in a hotel in Perth. However,
in the eyes of the Housing Commission
their standards were not high enough. This
man waited for six or seven years before
obtaining a house. As I said before,
within recent times he obtained a home.
The Housing Commission must have
become convinced that it was mistaken in
regard to him, but it did not send him
an apology for the way it had treated him.

As I said earlier, I did not think that in
my lifetime I would ever see some of the
conditions to which people are subjected
before they can obtain a house.

Approximately one month before the
State elections a man contacted me at my
home one night and told me his wife had
entered a hospital in Perth to have her
fifth child, which was going to be born
prematurely, and that difficulties were
expected. This man was living in a caravan
on a parking allotment at Forresifield and
was paying $25 per week for the use of
the facilities at the parking area. Just
imagine a working man having to pay $25
per week to use the facilities at a parking
site! This is the standard to which we
have been reduced.

Within a week the man told me he had
shifted from that caravan parking area
because he could not keep his family and
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still pay that high rate for the use of
the facilities at the park. He had been
living in a covered truck and not a caravan.
However, somebody rented him a caravan
and he went into the Middle Swan area.
He continued to request the Housing Com-
mission to provide him with a house, but
the commission still said, "No."

I then took it upon myself to see his
wife at the Ring Edward Memorial
Hospital and found out that everything
the man told me was genuine. I took
photographs of the caravan and truck in
which he had been living; and when that
man came to me again about a fortnight
after the elections I told him that I could
not believe that any man who was looking
after four children, in addition to doing
his day's work, could not be supplied with
a house by the Housing Commission.

I asked him where his children were
and he said they were in the truck in the
front of the house. I went out to have a
look and sure enough the four children
were there. To make a long story short,
when this man's wife confirmed that she
was coming home to sleep in the caravan,
I got in touch with the Minister for Hous-
ing, the General Manager of the State
Housing Commission, and the liaison
officer and told them of the shocking
treatment this man had received. Believe
it or not, for nearly five weeks that man
was getting out of bed at 5 a.m. or 6 a.m.
and taking the children on his truck while
he got clay or sand for the particular job
on which he was working, and then had
to feed and wash the children under the
circumstances I have just mentioned.

That story was such that I thought it
should make the headlines in the English
papers and I had every intention of send-
ing it to Harold Wilson, the Prime Mini-
ster of England if, on that day, the house
had not been provided. On the Friday
the wife came out of hospital, after her
husband had experienced this difficulty for
six weeks, a house was supplied. Why, in
the name of goodness, should any work-
ing man have to put up with conditions
like that in what is called an affluent
society when the Premier of this State
can go to the Premiers' Conference and
say that we are out of the red; we want
no further grants from the Grants Com-
mission; and we can now look after our-
selves?

We read of men doing desperate things,
but; no blame could have been directed at
that Particular man if he had done some-
thing desperate because of his housing
problem. Here again, when the gun was
at the Government's head and the Gov-
ernment knew it was in a spot with the
Press taking up the matter, it came to
light 'with a house. I am quoting these
cases to indicate to members opposite that
without any doubt, there is a crisis; and

I still say the Government is not with it,
and is not approaching the problem in the
manner it should.

It will be realised that the cases I have
quoted all involved immigrants. The man
with the four children in the truck was
an immigrant as was the Italian married
to an -Australian girl. Here is another
case which came to my notice in recent
weeks. It concerns another migrant-a
womnan with seven children, believe it or
not, who had an eviction order taken out
against her. She had been trying for nearly
two years to obtain a house through the
commission, but one of the things which
the commission held against her was that
she would not accept a house they offered
her in Collie. Here she is, working in Perth,
and her husband works in Perth; and yet
she is offered a house in Collie.

I Say, from this side of the House, that
that is not a logical or reasonable approach
to a family with seven children trying to
settle in the metropolitan area. This
woman told me at a public meeting called
to discuss housing that as a consequence
of her having to take so much time off to
go backwards and forwards to the Housing
Conmmission in quest of a house, she lost
her job.

What finally happened? The owner of
the house obtained an eviction order
against her because he wanted the house
for his own convenience. In desperation
she followed up an advertisement in the
paper. I want members to listen to this.
How the workers in this State are getting
along on this basis. I do not know.

First of all the woman had to pay $50,
two weeks' rent in advance and one
week's rent to the agent because he
obtained a house for her. This totalled
$119, and she was led to believe that she
would have a 12 months' lease of the
house. Her husband was getting $46 a
week and she had to pay $23 a week in
rent. Never in its wildest dreams did the
Arbitration Court contemplate that a
working man would have to pay 50 per
cent. of his wages in rent for a house. If
the basic wage reflected these figures, in-
stead of being about $32.50 today it would
be about $40.

This is the type of thing going on right
under our noses while at the same time
the Government and the Premier are very
modestly arranging a test match for
Western Australia. I did not think there
could ever be a Government in this State
which could be so little concerned with
the major problems of the community.

Mr. Graham: That is the new sense
of values we hear of on TV.

Mr. BRADY: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition speaks of the new sense of
values. I wonder whether the Govern-
ment has any sense of values. I do not
think it has,

so
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I will have to resume my seat shortly,
but I have another matter with which I
wish to deal. Today I asked a series of
questions of the Minister for Native Wel-
fare in connection with natives. After all,
natives are Australian citizens, the same as
everyone else, including the members of
this House. A fortnight ago my attention
was drawn to the fact that the Native
Welfare Department was trying to get a
woman to transfer herself and her seven
children to Meekatharra. from Allawah
Grove, South Guildford; but no housing
was guaranteed for her. When she declined,
she was told she could get a house at, I
think, Kellerberrin. Someone has inspected
this house and it is unlined. At the moment
she and her seven children are in a normal
house, but she has been offered an unlined
house in Kellerberrin. The suggestion
made was that if she did not accept the
house the chances were she would lose
her children.

In desperation, because the women did
not want to lose her children, she was pre-
pared to go, but some white friends of
hers found out about the matter. They
rang me up and an investigation was made
on the spot, and the women is still in her
house, which was built for a normal Auls-
tralian family. It Is not a shack. I have
asked the Minister for Native Welfare to
meet a deputation to discuss this woman.
She is only one of about 14 cases in this
area. But listen to this. I asked the
Minister-

Has the Commonwealth Civil Aviation
Department-
(a) Insisted on native families mov-

ing before December 1968;
(b) Obtained a, court order to evict

the natives unable to get other
accommodation?

The minister's reply was-
Allawah Grove is leased to the Depart-
ment of Native Welfare by the Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation on an annual
basis for an indeterminate period but
terminable by either party at one
month's notice.

This is the most important paragraph-
The Civil Aviation Department has not
pressed for the termination of the
lease or taken any action for the
evacuation of any of the native
families.

These crises are being brought upon the
people by the Native Welfare Department.
The organisation which was carrying out
the work in Allawah Grove has declined to
carry on, and I could not blame it.

The Native Welfare Department is
ordering the people back to the country
despite the fact that some were born in the
metropolitan area, educated in the metro-
politan area, and their children are now
settled in schools in the metropolitan area.
The department is ordering these people

to go bush 300 or 400 miles. It is saying, "It
does not matter to us. You are only natives
after all."

My time must be getting on, but before
I conclude I want to deal with another
case involving a native woman In my area.
Hers was, I would say, the best dressed
family which has ever come into my home
in West Midland. She could not get a
house because the commission said her
husband should not have left Yalgoo to
come to the city. When I addressed a
letter to that woman, it was returned un-
claimed. She has probably had to shift
somewhere else, because she was, I think,
living with relatives. She was well dressed
and Particularly well spoken, She also had
an excellent education, but because she is
a native there is no housing for her. Let
me remind members about the case of the
family which shifted to a house in West
Perth. Those people are paying $23 out
of a wage of $46. 1 understand they are
living partly on charity so that they can
keep a roof over their children's heads.

I will now quote a classic which I do
not think any member in this House, 01
in any other House, would experience. The
man concerned, in desperation, wrote t
the Governor to try to get some help. The
Governor's secretary advised the man that
he should not worry the Governor in these
matters. I will not read out the exact
wording, of the reply, but I will quote
another incident which took my breath
away and made my hair stand on end.

I have here a registered letter addressed
to Mr. David Brand, M.L.A., care of the
Premier's Department, Superannuation
Building, Perth, W.A. It is registered letter
number 2229, and a card was delivered to
the department on the 17th April. to advise
that the letter was at the post office. An-
other card was delivered on the 20th Apr11,
and a further card was delivered on the
26th April, to say that the letter was at
the post office. Subsequently, the letter
was returned to the sender unclaimed.
This is the sort of thing that is going on.

The Minister for Housing refused tou
meet Mr. Degiamboltista to discuss his
housing problem, and the Premier refused
to receive mail sent to him from Mr.
Waterhouse. The Premier did not know
what was in the letter but it was
returned to the sender. It is not good
enough for a Government leader to deal
with the electors of Western Australia in
that way. The man concerned is one of my
constituents. He is entitled to be on the
roll, together with his wife, He has seven
up -and-coming Western Australian child-
ren who will become citizens of this State,
and I think he received shocking treat-
ment.

Members can understand why I say that
this Government is not "with it." It does
not realise what it is doing. The Govern-
ment has records of industrial develop-
ment, records of commerce, and records of
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mining, but I notice it does not quote any
records of the Child Welfare Department.
It does not quote the number of children
being cared for from broken homes. It
does not quote the increasing crime rate
and other matters which have a bearing
on this particular problem. Husbands and
wives are fighting among themselves over
housing problems, and they are separating.

We heard the member for Fremantle
refer to houses being made available at
Kwinana and Medina for certain indus-
trial firms. I have been trying to get
houses in the same area, but because the
People concerned are not employed by the
industrial firms they cannot get houses.

I think I have said sufficient in my con-
tribution to this debate to show the new
members-and some of the old members
-that this Government needs to Pull up
its socks otherwise there will be problems
which this State. and the community, will
pay for socially for many decades to come.

MR. O'NEIL (East Melville-Minister
for Housing) [9.34 p.m.]: I gather that
there may be a great deal of discussion
during this session on the subject of hous-
ing and, therefore, I intend to confine
my remarks this evening to refuting some
of the statements made by speakers on the
Supply Bill. I will not weary the House
with the great deal of statistical informa-
tion I have before me nor will I quote
voluminously from the Hansards which
are under my desk, mainly because they
do not refer to housing but to the Em-
ployment Brokers Act.

I will deal with the remarks of members
in reverse order so that my comments
will be related to something recently said.
I think that perhaps the member for
Swan-not intentionally-did, in fact, mis-
lead the House with respect to the treat-
ment of a certain classification of mail.
Now, there seems to be an opinion that
if letters are addressed to Ministers.
office staffs for some reason or another
keep those letters away from the Ministers
concerned. I am sure we realise this is
not so. Members on the other side of the
House who have been Ministers well know
that if a letter arrives at a department
addressed to a Minister, then the Minister
sees that letter.

There are many people in the community
who do not believe this and so they use
the method of A.R. registered Post to send
letters to Ministers. Ordinary registered
letters are, of course, receivable and many
such letters come to my office. However,
in the case of A.R. registered mail, proof
of receipt must be given and it is neces-
sary for the person to whom the letter
is addressed to go to the post office per-
sonally to collect the mail. I have received
only one of those letters so far during
my term of office. When I collected the
letter I was advised by the post office
official concerned that hundreds of these
letters are returned to senders for the

simple reason that they are addressed
mainly to very busy People such as heads
of businesses and, in some rare eases,
Ministers, who just do not have the time
to go to collect such letters.

In most cases the letters are able to be
received by the addressee if they are
forwarded by ordinary registered mail. So
I think the person who wrote that letter
was ill-advised to send it by this means
and expect the Minister to leave his office
to collect the letter personally. These
are very rare eases but I am sure that
members on the other side of the House
who have been Ministers can confirm that
all letters addressed to Ministers are
received by them.

Mr. Graham: If these cases are rare,
why not collect the letter? The person
concerned may have sent it in all inno-
cence.

Mr. Jamieson: That is where
Minister's argument falls down.

the

Mr. O'NEIL: The point is that for
some reason members of the public be-
lieve that certain letters are withheld
from Ministers, but this is not so. Any-
one who has been a Minister can assure
the Public-and members of his own party
-that this is not so.

Mr. Jamieson: The general public does
not know that.

Mr. O'NEIh: The member for Swan
was a Minister and he would know that
any letter addressed to a Minister and
sent to his office would, in fact, be received
by the Minister.

Mr. Jamieson: This Person paid 33c to
have the letter delivered.

Mr. O'NEII.: Perhaps representations
should be made to the Postmaster-General
to alter this particular classification of
mail, because I am advised that the per-
son to whom the letter is addressed must
claim it.

Mr. Bovell: The Premier cannot be
expected to run to the Post office to pick
up his mail.

Several members interjected.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Mitchell):
Order!

Mr. O'NEIL: The comments made by
the member for Fremantle were, I think,
interesting. I did notice that in a number
of the examples he gave, the people for
whom he was* experiencing difficulty in
arranging accommodation were already
housed in State Housing Commission
homes and desired improved accommoda-
tion from the commission. However, he
did state that when he first became a,
member of Parliament-he was elected
in the same Year as I was-he was able
to get a house overnight. I am sure this
was only for People in dire circumstances,
because the waiting Period in 1958-59 for
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rental accommodation was 12 months,
and in the Perth metropolitan area it was
38 months.

So the cases quoted by the member for
Fremantle would certainly have been eases
of dire emergency. I mentioned, in answer
to a question today, that generally speak-
ing people in urgent need can be accom-
modated within three months of being so
assessed. However, there are many cases
where immediate assistance can be given.The Leader of the Opposition quoted quite
truthfully that an officer of the commis-
sion said, "You cannot put People into
houses you do not have." The State
Housing Commission could be criticised for
holding a pool of empty houses Just to
cater for emergent cases that arise.

The honourable member also made refer-
ence to the fact that the first piece of
legislation removed from the Statute Hook
by the present Government related to rent
control. He is very ill-informed, because
there was no rent-control legislation dur-
ing the period of the previous Adminis-
tration.

Mr. Pletcher: I referred to unfair trad-
ing legislation.

Mr. O'NEIL: The honourable member.
then, Implied he was talking about rent
control and the like.

Mr. Jamieson: There was rent control,
but it was earlier in the Administration.

Mr. O'NELL: I do not know the exact
year it was repealed; but, as far as I can
recall, it was a wartime measure which was
re-enacted annually. Probably it lapsed
round about 1947-49.

Mr. Graham: Labor was in Government.
The legislation was removed by Keith
Watson, and you people knighted him for
doing so.

Mr. O'NETL: There is an assumption!
It gives the lie-

Mr. Jamieson; And the present Minister
for Transport opposed him, because of his
action, in a Legislative Council election.

Mr. O'NEIL: The member for Fremantle
mentioned a Person who wrote a letter to
the paper and who gave his address as
Narembeen. I interjected to ask whether
he knew if this Person had an application
in for a house at Narembeen. It is not very
long ago-perhaps six or eight months-
since I was there. I was told by one em-
ployer that two men on his staff intended
to leave because they had not been able to
obtain houses from the State Housing
Commission. This rather surprised me
because, so far as I knew, we had no appli-
cations listed for Narembeen. The em-
ployer assured me both men had applied
for a house in Narembeen and the only
reason they were leaving his employ was
that they could not obtain assistance from
the Housing Commission.

I asked him, "Where are the men living
now?" He replied, "I have two houses in
the town and they are living in them; I
am charging them $4 a week." I made a
thorough check and found that no applica-
tions for Housing Commission accommo-
dation had been lodged by either of the
two men. They were doing very well, be-
cause the employer was providing housing
at $4 per week. They used the excuse they
could not obtain Housing Commission ac-
commodation in order to leave the em-
ployer and find a better job somewhere
else, for which I do not blame them.

However, the commission was blamed for
that movement of labour, because the men
said they could not obtain assistance from
the commission; but they had not even
lodged applications. I would be interested
to know whether the Person who writes
from Narembeen has an application lodged
with the State Housing Commission; be-
cause, other than in a few pressure spots,
the general situation with respect to hous-
ing in the country is fair. We are cur-
rently spending in excess of 40 per cent.
of loan funds availability to meet about
20 per cent. of the total demand in the
country in order to pay a little more than
lip service to the Government's policy of
decentralisation.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
made quite a stirring speech on this sub-
ject. but it was not a great deal different
from many other stirring speeches I have
heard him make on the same subject.

Mr. Graham: And there will be many
more to come until you do something about
housing.

Mr. O'NEIL: I want to remind the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, as I did
on a previous occasion, that nine long years
have elapsed since he administered the
State Housing Commission. There have
been so many changes in the multiplicity
of fields of housing assistance that he Is
quite behind the times at the moment.

Mr. Graham: Right on the ball.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition referred to the total produc-
tion of housing by the State Housing Com-
mission in his day. He would be the first
to admit that when he was Minister he had
a much greater control over the total
finances made available to him under the
Commonwealth and State Housing Agree-
ment than any other Minister since.

For example, it was probably in the last
or second last year of his office that the
Commonwealth and State Housing Agree-
ment was drawn up to ensure that, firstly.
20 per cent. of the funds were allocated to
building societies and, latterly-in fact,
ever since-O per cent, of the funds. He
criticised me for including some of the
figures when I gave the housing activities
by the commission and implied-although
he did not use the word, he came close to
it-that they were fraudulent.
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The whole issue is that the Common-
wealth Government has diversified its
assistance in the field of housing to such
an extent that money which is now used
to house the aged under the Aged Persons
Homes Act would otherwise have been
used by the State Housing Commission.
There is not less money being put into
housing; it is simply diverted into more
and more fields.

It is true, of course, the commission in
its reports quotes those buildings for
charitable organisations for which it was
responsible. I consider the es-Minister for
Housing was quite unfair when he said
the commission lends its officers for a part
of the time to supervise the construction.
The true story is that in most of these
schemes the commission undertakes
not only the design, supervision and
calling of tenders, but in many cases
it, or the State through some other agency,
makes available the land, too. In other
words, none of the housing schemes for
aged persons would ever be built without
substantial assistance from the State as
well as from the Commonwealth.

Mr. Graham: Not your land: not your
money; not your building: and not your
tenants that go into them.

Mr. O'NEIL: The point I am trying to
make, which I know will not be accepted,
is that if there were not this activity in
the field of housing the aged in the form
of assistance by the Commonwealth and
the State, then it would become the
responsibility of the commission; money
would be channelled through the commis-
sion and officially recorded, if you like, in
the commission's activity.

The commission still undertakes schemes
to aid the single elderly person and pen-
sioner couples. I made reference to the
fact that the Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition was critical of the commission,
because it was not building enough houses
for elderly women. I

Mr. Graham: I was critical of the
Government.

Mr. O'NEIL: Well, of the Government.
Nevertheless, it is a fact that not one of
these houses or flats for single elderly
people was built during the regime of the
previous Government.

Mr. Graham: That is so.

Mr. O'NEIL: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition also said that same 8.4 per cent.
of the loan moneys available to the State
was channelled into housing during the
period of Labor Administration and, cur-
rently, the figure is 4 per cent. I am not
too sure where he obtained his figures. but
I suppose he can quote from as authentic
a source as I can. I have the report of
the Grants Commission for the year 1959
where it indicates the percentage of loan
funds for housing made available other

than under the Commonwealth and State
Housing Agreement. Figures are given that.
refer to the State's own funds which were
going into housing apart from the amounts
earmarked under the agreement.

Mr. Graham: I do not think the Minister
understands the agreement, because the
State decided how much of its loan moneys
would come under the housing scheme.

Mr. O'NEIL: I agree, but the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition made the point
that 8.4 per cent. of loan moneys went to
housing under Labor Administration.

Mr. Graham: That is so. All of the
Commonwealth-State housing money could
have gone into ordinary State loan funds
if the Government of the day had wished.

Mr. O'NEIL: Except the special funds set
aside under the works and housing pro-
gramme for the commission under the
Commonwealth and State Housing Agree-
ment, the total loan expenditure to the
30th June, 1959, is given on page 17 of
the Commonwealth Grants Commission's
report in 1959. U~nder "Housing," which
is additional to sums under the Commaon-
wealth and State Agreement-so the
figures exclude that allocation-New
South Wales allocated 1 per cent, of the
funds to housing: Victoria, 2 per cent.;
Queensland, 4 per cent., South Australia,
12 per cent.: Western Australia, 4 per
cent.; and Tasmania, 10 per cent.

in fact, in that period Western Australia
allocated 4 per cent. of its own works loan
funds to housing compared with figures
of 1 per cent. and 2 per cent, respectively
by each of the then two standard States.
I made a rough calculation at this point.
We are told that the expenditure per
capita on housing in this field in Western
Australia was £334.1. Four per cent. of
that figure is £13.36, or $27.72 per head.

Mr. Graham: Why do you quote that
particular year? I asked for the figures
for all the years whilst my Government
was in office and for all the years, that
you people have been in office.

Mr. O'NEIL: I took the last year of the
period when the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition's Government was in office.

Mr. Graham: Very convenient!
Mr. O'NEIL:, The fact remains that the

figure was $27 per head during the last
year of the period when the Labor Govern-
ment was in office and on page 35 of the
latest report of the Grants Commission-
that is, the 1967 report-it is stated quite
clearly that from the main loan funds
source and niot from the funds of the State
Housing Commission, an amount of $46.67
per head was made available.

Mr. Court: The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition does not like to hear you refer
to 1959. He is very sensitive about that
year.
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Mr. Graham: If you take the whole
.period of the Labor Government's term
in office it makes your figures just
ridiculous!1

Mr. O'NEIL: I wish to make mention of
the complaint made by the Deputy Leader
of the opposition that the 1967 State
Housing Commission report is not available.
For that omission I apologise, because I
had that report in my hand on the last
day of the session in 1907 and I told
members then it had just been made avail-
able by the Government Printer, and
therefore copies of that report should be
available to members now.

Mr. Graham: I asked for a copy of the
1967 report tonight and I still have not
got it.

Mr. O'NEfl, The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition could possibly be right in say-
ing that the report has not been tabled,
but it certainly is available.

Mr. Graham: I asked for the 1967 report
and I was given the 1956 one as being the
last report available to the House.

Mr. O'NEIL: I regret that, and I will
endeavour to make sure the position is
rectified. The honourable member also
referred to many other sources from which
the State could obtain finance for housing,
one being the Western Australian Superan-
nuation Fund. I think he is aware that,
as a matter of policy, legislation will be
introduced to enable this to be done. He
was somewhat critical of the Motor
Vehicle Insurance Trust erecting a multi-
storied building. Re is probably not aware
that Motor Vehicle Insurance Trust funds
are being channelled into housing through
the building societies' movement.

Mr. Graham: But that is not nearly
enough. This Government is so half-
hearted about making housing available!
Why don't you get the Motor Vehicle
Insu rance Trust to put every possible penny
into housing instead of into the erection
of a multi-storied office building?

Mr. O'NIEIL: I think another point that
has been overlooked by the honourable
member is that of the additional loan
funds made available to the State more
than half has gone to the State Housing
Commission.

I now wish to refer to some of the
comments made by the Leader of the
Opposition, and I regret that he is re-
quired to be absent from the Chamber.

Mr. Graham: He is looking after the
Premier.

Mr. O'NEIL: I think members would
like to know a little more about the
Medina-Calista complex before they start
criticising what is going on there. Those
members who have been in the Rouse
for a long time and who have taken an
interest in industrial development would be
well aware that after the defeat of the

MeLarty-Watts Government, the Medina-
Calista area practically stagnated until the
point was reached when most of the houses
there were occupied by pensioners,
because there was no real demand for
them by employees engaged in industry.
Of course, as we all know, the position
has now considerably changed, and in that
centre there is great pressure being exerted
to house many of the employees who will
be working in the industries which are
established nearby.

Although it was probably not intentional,
there was an indication during the debate
that those men who are coming Into this
State to operate these big industries are
not of us. The Implication was that we
were giving preference to them over our
own people. The men who are going to
operate in this industrial area are certainly
of us and so it would not be fair to say
that these people should not be assisted.
In terms of the agreement that was entered
into by the Government with the company,
there is a moral obligation on the State
to make every endeavour to ensure that
the essential wotkmen who operate this
industry are, in fact, housed if it is within
the capacity of the State Housing Com-
mission to do so, and it is not fair to say
that we do not need to meet the moral
obligation placed upon us.

It is for this reason that we have
entered into joint ventures with devel-
opers. The company has also offered to
assist considerably by advancing finance
to Its employees or by charging reason-
able rentals for houses until such time
as those workers can be assisted by the
Housing Commission. It has always been
the policy of the State Housing Commris-
sion to give special assistance to key per-
sonnel.

Mr. Bickerton: What was the percent-
age figure you used to represent the
deduction you made from the number of
outstanding applications? What was the
percentage of people who had lodged ap-
plications but who had not gone ahead
with them, or something of that nature?

Mr. O'NEIL: That is called the wastage
rate.' I think the figure quoted was 30
per cent., and I was being very conserva-
tive. In answer to a Question asked by
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I
indicated that it is the experience of the
Housing Commission that 30 per cent, of
the applications waste away.

Mr. Bickerton: I do not think, in all
fairness, you should use that figure as
a reduction of the total figure unless you
use, as an addition, a ifigure somehow cal-
culated representing those people who
want a State Housing Commission home
but who say, "What is the use of lodging
an application, because the waiting period
is three or four years?" and as a result.
they do not bother to apply. If you use
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one figure to represent a deduction you
should make an assumption of the other
figure to represent an addition.

Mr. O'NEfL,: That is fair enough. In
the most recent report issued by the
Housing Commission there is an exercise
set out relating to current outstanding
applications. It Is a coDy of a similar
exercise that is undertaken by every other
State Housing Commission in the Com-
monwealth.

Just before the elections I stated there
was a method used for assessing the wast-
age rate from the number of pieces of
paper on hand, and I had proposed that
this would be outlined In the Housing
Commission's report so that members
could gain an appreciation of it. I stated my
intention to do this because I felt this
exercise might he used-quite fairly, I
must admit-by the opposition to indi-
cate that I was underwriting the situa-
tion. The method used to assess the wast-
age rate, or to arrive at the true figure
of those actually waiting for accommo-
dation, is to erase the deletions, the
duplications, and the like.

It is also important to realise that if,
finally, 'we arrive at a figure represent-
ing those people who are in need of ac-
commodation, irrespective of the fact that
many of them are actually occupying
whole houses or flats, it does not neces-
sarily mean that that figure represents
the number of houses that are required
to overcome the housing situation at that
point of time. This is so, because it is
the experience of the Housing Commis-
sion in this State and the Housing Com-
missions in every other State that a num-
ber of applicants are housed in relet ac-
commodation In any event. I will develop
that aspect a little later.

The Leader of the Opposition brushed
over very lightly. I thought, something
which would be an extreme danger if
adopted as a policy by the Housing Com-
mission. He said that the commission
should not take action to evict people who
will not pay their rent. We all know that
the Housing Commission operates on bor-
rowed money and that it must repay that
money. Therefore the commission can-
not afford to be too lenient with anyone
who will not pay his rent. As a matter
of fact, I have had discussions with social
welfare officers in respect of how far the
commission should allow such a situa-
tion to develop before it took positive
action to evict the tenant, and the advice
from the experts is that it should not
develop too far at all. They say that the
commission should never let a tenant
reach the stage where his arrears are such
that he will never recover, because the
commission would saddle him with a debt
he was unable to pay.

If we adopt a policy not to evict people
who will not pay their rent, we will not
get any rent at all. No-one will admit

that we should provide houses free of
cost. Therefore, it is extremely danger-
oius indeed for the Leader of the Opposi-
tion to suggest that the Housing Com-
mission should not take severe action
against any tenant who does not pay his
rent.

The Leader of the Opposition also
stated that the limit of loans should be
raised to enable people to acquire houses
outside the armbit of the Housing Com-
mission. I think all members know of
the moves that have been made to raise
the loan limits under the recent alloca-
tion of nearly $4,000,000 to the building
societies, I indicated that the loan limit
would be raised from $8,000 to $8,700.

Eo everything is being done to enable
more money to be made available to over-
come this very difficult situation of the
deposit gap. The setting up by the Com-
monwealth of the Housing Loan Insurance
Corporation is assisting greatly in this
field, and has enabled more people to bor-
row sufficient money to purchase homes.
We are moving into this field of high ratio
loans which will eventually remove the de-
posit gap problem and the matter of high
interest rates.

I think that has generally covered the
majority of the comments made by mem-
bers of the opposition.

Mr. Graham: Before you conclude.
would you make some comments on the
increase from 5,500 in 1957 to 17,500 today
and tell us what you intend to do about it?

Mr. 0 NEIL: As in every field where de-
velopment is moving apace, greater pres-
sures are imposed on every factor of the
economy. It might be possible to solve the
housing situation If we did not provide
enough schools, police stations, hospitals,
and other Government works. It is for the
Government to determine its priorities, and
up to date this has been done.

Mr. Graham: No.
Mr. O'NEIIL: That is a matter of opinion.

I am sure none of us would like to see this
rapid rate of development brought to a
stop.

Mr. Graham: You are spending less and
building less.

Mr. O'NEIL: The pressures on the
economy in these fields are brought about
by the development that is taking place,
and this Is one of the factors which
prompted the people to reject the previous
Administration in 1959.

Adjournment of Debate

MR. JAMIESON (Belmont) E10.1 p.m.):
I move-

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negatived.

Debate Resumed
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MR. JAMESON (Belmont) (10.2 p.m.]:
I take it that members apposite are
anxious to hear more on the matter of
housing, and I will endeavour to oblige
them on this subject later.

First I would like to comment on the
question of greater flexibility in budgetary
matters which was referred to by the Pre-
mier earlier. I think most members are
very clear as to where I stand in this
matter. For a number of years I have ad-
vocated that we should get away from the
clutches of the Grants Commission, and
despite the fact that both the Premier and
the Minister for Industrial Development
have told me that this was not a Practi-
cable proposition in the foreseeable future,
or words to that effect, what I advocated
has, in fact, taken place right now, and we
have been freed from the yoke of the
Grants Commission.

I daresay that commission has served its
Purpose. It is interesting to look at the
history of the Grants Commission. It has
existed since about 1933 under that sec-
tion of the Commonwealth Constitution
-section 96-which states in effect that
during a period of 10 years after the estab-
lishment of the Commonwealth, and there-
after until Parliament otherwise provides,
the Parliament might grant financial as-
sistance to any State on such terms and
conditions as the Parliament thinks fit.

Those who propounded the Constitution
must have thought that most of the States
would have overcome their financial prob-
lems within 10 years. and that none of
them would have continued in such a posi-
tion for approximately 66 years.

It would appear, therefore, that we are
reaching a stage where all the States will
be free to determinie what they do with
their finances, and how they should use
them within the scope of their own par-
liamentary approvals.

I hope for Tasmania's sake that it Is
able to find some Mecans of not being the
only State to exist under the Common-
wealth Grants Commission, because I
imagine that the people who constitute
the Grants Commiksion will have a lot
more time to spend on their deliberations,
and they will be more thorough in their
examination of the dituation in the various
fields of finance. Western Australia would
be included in what might be called the
average States basis, and as a result, Tas-
mania could be in trouble.

It would appear from the last allocation
of $21,446,000 to that small State and the
fact that we needed $18,086,000 to balance
our affairs, that Tasmania will fare a lot
worse than we did, even though it is highly
industrialised for a small State. Indeed,
as a result of its industrial activity being
spread around the whole of the island it
is what might be termed the most clearly
decentralised State of the Commonwealth.

I make those comments because we have
now no further need of the Grants Com-
mission. As members will recall I was
most critical of Sir Philip Phillips when
he held forth on such matters as a pro-
position to penalise us because of the
amount we had spent on agricultural re-
search. Hie said it was clearly in excess
of the amounts spent by the standard
States at the time. As I pointed out on
that occasion-and these are still my feel-
ings-we are the senior primary producing
State of the Commonwealth, and we will
continue in that category. Even though
there is a great deal of industrial devel-
opment at the moment, we need to spend
more than the other States on agricultural
research; and I feel this should have been
as plain as a pikestaff to Sir Philip
Phillips. He also made an outburst on
our Parliamentary salaries which, he said,
would be in advance of those of the stan-
dard States, and he thought he should
look at the possibility of penalising us be-
cause we were getting in front-that is
about one or two weeks in front. He
never gave us any credit when we were
behind in such matters.

When the commission gets to the point
of dealing with such paltry matters rather
than with the purposes for which it was
set up, I think it high time it was cor-
rectly interred with all due rites.

We must now look to our own laurels
and be guided by our fortunes to see how
we can manage as compared with the
other four mainland States. There is one
matter to which I take exception, and
this was mentioned by my leader earlier.
I refer to the State stamp tax. The
Premier was inclined to wipe this off by
saying there has always been a stamp tax.
This is true to a degree.

If members cast their minds back a few
years-that is before action was taken by
the present Administration to amend the
Stamp Act-they will find it was a tax
imposed on receipts for wages, etc. How-
ever, it now varies with every $10 a person
earns. In addition to this State tax it Is
also necessary to pay a Commonwealth
tax. This affects wage and salary earners.
because, as my leader Indicated, business
people can claim these amounts as legiti-
mate taxation exemptions.

For the wage earner who is often trying
to make every cent count it is not easy
to get by. The Premier cannot wave that
argument aside by saying we have always
had some taxes, and by mentioning that
way back in New South Wales some Gov-
ernment had introduced some tax. He did
not mention all the other things which
Labor Governments have done in New
South Wales. They were the first to intro-
duce many of the social services which
have now been taken over by the Com-
monwealth.
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The cold fact is that for every $10
earned an increment goes to the State in
the form of a tax; and the more a person
earns in wages or salary the more he
pays. If this is not a tax on income then
I am hard pressed to find a clearer defini-
tion.

Having dealt briefly with the fact that
Western Australia has severed itself from
the Grants Commission, and will not be
worried by its idiosyncrasies In the future,
I now turn to the matter of housing. This
is my sixteenth year in the Parliament of
Western Australia, and during that period
I can say I have never had a more frus-
trating time than at the present in trying
to help people who are in dire need of
houses. It Is true the housing position in
1953, when I first entered this House. was
not good. There were many reasons for
that state of affairs to exist, such as the
lack of building materials.

With all due respects to the MeLarty-
Watts Government, it had difficulty in
meeting the Situation after the State came
out of the wartime era, and in trying to
establish it on a peacetime basis. I do
feel that the impetus which was given by
the Hawke Government in 1953-through
the industrious efforts of the then Min-
ister for Housing, who found ways to
overcome the housing situation which ex-
isted-should have been maintained. That
should have been obvious to every Minister
of the present Government. It was desir-
able that the housing impetus be main-
tained, so that the State could keep
abreast of the housing requirements and
the provision of social amenities, along
with good working conditions, full employ-
ment, and the rest, which must exist in a
community in order to satisfy the people.

It is no good for the Government to
say, "The housing position has been some-
what relieved. Forget about it. We will
go ahead and do something else." A short
while ago the Minister referred to the
stagnation wich took place in the Medina
area after the Hawke Government came
into office. He should remember-perhaps
he does not, because he was in Roebourne
in those days, and I understand this
centre is an out-of-the-way place, and
would not require very many houses to
accommodate the People-when the
Medina development was being under-
taken. That was a very great embarrass-
ment to the Hawke Labor Government,
because it found it was committed to build-
ing a far greater number of houses under
the agreement that had been entered into
by the McLarty-Watts Government than
was necessary for the accommodation of
the people who worked in the refinery.
After all, this was an agreement between
the Government and the BP Organisation.

Obviously wool bad been pulled over the
eyes of somebody, and the Labor Govern-
ment of that period had to build the houses
stipulated in the agreement, and very
often it bad to build them at premium

Prices because in those days builders could
get all the work they wanted and they were
not keen to build outside the metropolitan
area. The Government had to build those
houses at Premium prices, and then dis-
count the prices to some degree so as to
be able to let them under the terms of the
agreement at a satisfactory rental to the
people who worked in the refinery.

Not only was the Labor Government
committed to providing those houses, but
also to the building of some rather palatial
homes for the management of that
Organisation out of the funds of the State
Housing Commission. Yet the Minister for
Housing found ways and means to extend
the finances that were available to the
State, to increase the building rate and,
indeed, to overcome the big backlog in
housing.

The backlog has reached the stage where
I would hate to be a member of the staff
of the Housing Commission at the present
time. I think the officers are doing a
mighty job, but possibly this would be the
worst department in the State in which to
work. It is a most frustrating department.
I can imagine the things which occur re-
peatedly, especially among the officers who
man the counter. I can understand why
they give short shrift and tell people who
approach the counter all sorts of things,
simply because those officers do not know
what to tell them.

It appears that in Great Britain and
other countries, intending migrants are
given the information that the waiting
period for houses is approximately two
years. That is a lot of eyewash.

Mr. O'Neil: Every quarter we send over
a summary of the housing situation in this
State.

Mr. JAMIESON: We see In one brochure
that the waiting period is said to be
approximately two years. Intending mig-
rants are not told that if they are trades-
men they will not be eligible to apply to
the Housing Commission for houses. That
makes the Position much worse.

The position in which the staff of the
Housing Commission are placed is rather
bad; and I regard the Position of the
Parliamentary Liaison Officer to be the
worst. Usually a pretty tolerant and
obliging officer is appointed to the posi-
tion, and very often the job has killed
him. Many of the officers who have filled
that position are no longer with us; that
is for no other reason than the constant
prevailing upon them by members of Par-
liament and by the general public. It is a
hard, grinding job.

Mr. O Neil: No-one in that position in
the last nine years has died. They have
all been promoted.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is so. but in re-
cent times one has become very ill. The
duties of this position often kill the
occupant very quickly, because they are
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impossible to handle. it is high time the
Government looked into diversifying the
duties of this officer. In various Common-
wealth departments officers who have to
deal with people on a psychological basis
are transfered around to Prevent them
from become unduly upset by the people
they meet. It would be a good idea to
adopt that procedure in the Housing Com-
mission.

The plight of the officers who man the
counter is even worse. While the liaison
officer can deal with the more rational
type of people, the officers who man the
counter have to deal with people who do
not have houses but who want them. These
people have no hope of putting a shelter
over the heads of their children, and that
is all they know. They do not understand
why there is a delay; they are not aware
the Government has not applied itself. It
is more than the officer behind the counter
dares to say when asked how long will an
applicant have to wait for a house. He
could reply, "Two, three1 or more years."1
He would be asked what sort of an answer
that was.

By the time the officers on the counter
dealt with four or five such cases a day
their tempers would become frayed; there-
fore some of the answers the public are
-given are hopeless. Often the officers say,
"We cannot tell you when you will get a
house." I believe they are telling the truth.

Those officers are speaking the truth
when they say they cannot tell people
.Wben they can get houses. Our own ex-
perience has been that on several occasions
the listing dates instead of going forwards
have gone backwards in certain respects
because of a number of People changing
from one category to another and then
claiming priority. It is difficult for some-
body who is told one month that he might
have to wait about 12 months, to be
later told that he has longer to wait. It
is hard to convince him the game is fair.
Applicants ask how long they will have to
wait, but I cannot tell them and the Minis-
ter cannot tell them. However, they get
the stereotyped letter about which many
-of us know.

I have one addressed to a fellow who is
living on the verandah of a relative's house
in Lathlain Park. This person lodged his
application on the 24th November, 1965.
He has a. girl aged three, a girl aged four,
and a boy aged five; and the family with
whom he is living Is quite a large one. The
Child Welfare Department offered to take
the children; and, with nothing else in
view, that is about all they can look for-
ward to.

The letter he received contained this
paragraph-

The application for rental asistance
has beeni listed on the Metropolitan
and Fremantle Priority Lists on an

"await turn" basis as from 24th No-
vember, 1965, and I know you realise
there are many applicants who are
also experiencing housing hardships
of varying degrees and who have
higher priority by virtue of date of
lodgment of applications. It is con-
sidered it would be most unfair to
these earlier applicants if the Com-
mission were to grant assistance ahead
of turn in this instance.

I realise the statement made in that para-
graph is probably quite correct, but it is of
no help to these people to tell them that.
It is not possible to tell them why the situ-
ation is as it is. From a political point
of view I might be able to tell them that
it is because the Government has not built
enough houses--and frankly that is the
answer.

The stereotyped letters are many and
varied and usually finish up as follows:-

...you have rmy assurance that when
the Commission is in a position to
deal with applications in . . . 1968
cvery consideration will be given to
your request for assistance.

The Person to whom those words were
addressed had previously lodged an appli-
cation, but it was discharged when it was
found that he was a shearer earning more
than the permitted amount. He injured
his back and is now working as a second
grade machinist at Chamberlain Industries
Pty. Ltd. He made a further application
to the Housing Commission and en-
deavoured to obtain his original listing
date, but was told his application would
date from 1968. His situation is that he
was able to look after his own Interests for
a time as his brother-in-law is away with
the R.A.A.F. in Malaya. This man has
boys aged five, four, two, and three
months, and he has Buckley's chance of
getting a house.

The only house available to him would
be one costing approximately $16 to $20
per week. What chance would he have of
maintaining his family after paying that
rental? The position is most frustrating
and he does not know what to do. I1 can-
not advise him, because I do not know.
All I can do is to harass the Government
on every possible occasion. Most members
of the Government are satisfactorily
housed in the well-established districts of
Nedlands, South Perth, Manning, Bussel-
ton, and what-have-you. They are not
worried about the housing situation as long
as the wealthy industries are coming into
the country.

Let me quote another case. These
people were renting a house as the owner
had been away for a time. They antici-
pated they might be able to qualify before
the owner returned as the listing date was
the 18th March, 1966. Under the normal
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two-year waiting programme their turn
would have been reached. On the 17th
July I was advised as follows:-

At this Point in time the Commission
is dealing with applications lodged to
March 1965 for rental assistance and
to May 1965 for purchase assistance
but you have my assurance, when the
Commission is dealing with applica-
tions lodged to the abovementioned
dates every consideration will be given
to these applications.

Here is another case which concerns a
migrant. I would hate to tell him of the
position when his time does come because
of the term used by the Minister, which I
think was rather a good one. I think he
said, "eligibility."

Mr. Graham: He said "Current eligibility
criteria."

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, that is right. It is
rather a nice nhrase. How would it be for
a member or the Minister to say, "Because
of Your current eligibility criteria you are
out"?

Mr. O'Neil: It was related to the elderly
women.

Mr. JAMIESON: Never mind about that;
the eligibility criteria is related to old
people, particularly to some about whom I
will speak in a minute.

Mr. Davies: It is related to every appli-
cant.

Mr. JAMIESON: As the member for
Victoria Park has indicated, it is related to
every applicant in some way. This
migrant is at present in the north-west
working as an electrician with Utah Con-
striletion & Miring Co. and he has a boy 15,
a girl 16, a boy 5, and a girl 4. He lodged
1'is auplication in August, 1966. When this
family left England they were told they
would be accommodated within two years
if they lodged an application with the
State Housing Commission. They found
accommodation for themselves. The house
belongs to a person who, with his family,
went farming in the wheatbelt. He has
now decided To come back to the city with
his seven children: he wants his home,
and no doubt he will get it. However, the
family in the house have nowhere to go
and they were refused emergent accommo-
dation by the Housing Commission because
the eligibility criteria came into it.

Mr. O'Neil: Has he been accepted as an
applicant?

Mr. JAMIESON: Originally.
Mr. O'Neil: He retains his eligibility.

Mr. JAMIESON: Under which scheme:
rental or purchase?

Mr. O'Neil: They are both the same now.
The policy was changed last year and once
an applicant Is assessed he retains his
eligibility.

Mr. JAMIESON: Ilam glad to hear there
has been a change in this position.

Mr. O'Neil: I saw the anomaly in the
situation and now they are both eligible.

Mr. JAMIESON: Let me now refer to an
elderly couple. A while ago the Minister
spoke of grandiose schemes and praised
them as an achievement for which the
Housing Commission can congratulate
itself.' However, with most of these schemes
there is a considerable ingoing and many
elderly couples cannot afford to Pay it.
One particular couple had accommodation
at the back of a shop and they were told
they could stay there for the rest of their
lives. At the time I think the person who
owned the shop was quite genuine. How-
ever, because of certain conditions in the
district, the people who owned the Shop
found it necessary to build a new shop
alongside the other one, and the local
authority condemned the accommodation
behind the old shop. As a consequence,
these people have nowhere to go.

The man concerned is 72. He is an
invalid and requires constant medical
attention. His wife is 65. The commis-
sion's attitude to this is-.-

The circumstances of this case have
been investigated and considered but
I regret to advise that approval is not
granted to offer this couple accom-
modation on emergent grounds.

Mr. Davies: Would they please die
quickly!

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, that is what it
amounts to. If they died quickly they
would be out of our hair and we would
not have to worry about them. However,
these are the people who must be looked
after.

Mr. O'Neil: You mentioned a large
ingoing. That does not apply to the com-
mission.

Mr. JAMIESON: No, but it does apply
to those schemes which are being glori-
fled by the Government and which are, as
indicated by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, listed in the commission's
report as being part of the accommoda-
tion being built. Many require quite a big
ingoing, some more than others. A number
of them ask around the $1,000 mark. I
agree, of course, that certain considerations
are being granted to people who enter
under these circumstances. They are
virtually looked after for the rest of their
days, and sometimes their families are
able to come to the party and pay some
of this amount so that the people can
go into these homes to be looked after.

It is all a matter of priority of finance,
as I think someone mentioned earlier. I
have criticised the Government before
concerning the ways I consider it has mis-
spent the finances of the State. The
Minister for Industrial Development and
I cross swords on this quite a lot. I have
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mentioned the situation of the township
of Exmouth, and I remind the House once
again that when the township of Talgarno
was established virtually overnight with all
of its associated features, and was re-
moved almost the next night, the State
did not have to pay one penny for either
the establishment or the removal.

As the Exmouth project is the prime
responsibility of the Commonwealth, the
town would have been just as good as it
is today had the State not poured
finance into it. But State finance has been
poured into that project to the detri-
ment of housing in the metropolitan and
country areas. Because the Common-
wealth had a responsibility there, the
Grants Commission would not criticise the
State for entering Into any arrangement
to put money into the project; and, of
course, there was no comparison in that
regard with the standard States. They
would not fall for such a caper. For in-
stance, New South Wales would think It
ridiculous to be asked to supply housing
for Nowra, or somewhere else where de-
fence projects were Under construction.
We can imagine what the reaction would
be to such a proposal. The Treasurer of
New South Wales would laugh at such a
scheme.

Getting back for a moment to the
eligibility of those who apply to the com-
mission, this is the only State which will
not accept a man on a tradesman's rate
as being eligible. It does not apply in
any of the other housing commissions or
trusts, and this information I have received
from the building trades union.

Mr. O'Neil: Only one other State has
a salary bar.

Mr. JAMIESON: That may be so, but
this is the only State which prevents these
people from applying for a commission
home. Let us look at the situation. The
commission now bars a man who receives
the base tradesman's rate of $54 a week.
So what has he to do? He has to seek
private accommodation the rent of which
ranges from $16 to $20. There is not
much money left after he provides the
other necessities for his family. In my
opinion, it is most essential that the
maximum income of $50.86 should be re-
considered. Despite the fact that the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition says
these people might have to wait now, I say
We should remove the bar, because after all
the others have already submitted their
applications.

We have the absurd situation whereby
carpenters from New Zealand are applying
for work in this State. The secretary of the
carpenters' union was today criticising the
situation. He said that many carpenters
are coming here because of the glossy re-
Ports of the State on the move, and all
that sort of thing. This is all to our
good, but when these tradesmen get here
and find that they must pay from $18

to $20 a week for accommodation, they
board the next plane and go back home.
Most tradesmen in New Zealand have
much better accommodation than that, and
that is one of the problems here.

The present situation should be looked
at immediately. It is estimated that about
50 carpenters In the State are unemployed.

Mr. Graham: One of them is in the gal-
lery at present.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. I understand he
will be working again tomorrow. However,
approximately 50 tradesmen are out of
work at the mroment. It might be sug-
gested that weather conditions and that
sort of thing are responsible, but the un-
employment has not occurred in past years
-not to such an extent, anyway. I think
that Mr. Henley was quite right to call
on the Government to rationallse its pro-
gramme so that work will be available for
these tradesmen when they come here. He
claimed that on some jobs preference was
given to migrants. While I do not want to
decry the migrants' rights, because they
must make a living, I do say that every-
one must make a living, and we must en-
sure that work is available for these people
when they come here.

To me it is a case of where there is a will
there is a way, and the present Govern-
ment does not have the will to overcome
the situation. The Premier should hang
his head in shame at the situation which
exists In this State. It Is of no use his
strutting around like a peacock because
the State is on the move, when people find
themselves in the rather deplorable situ-
ation I have outlined.

The tradesmen who are qualified to erect
the houses are not entitled to be placed on
a list to be considered for a State Housing
Commission home. What alternative have
they? They are flung Into the clutches, of
some of the proprietary companies which
build homes and which require $1,000 de-
posit. They then have a second mortgage
strung around their necks. They are in a
far worse position than the white collar
clerical worker or the shop assistant who
comes within the present salary category
of the commission's scheme.

It Is not fair that most of a person's in-
come should be paid out In this way. A
second problem exists also. People in that
sort of Industry are in far more danger
because of the travelling involved. They
are far more likely to be killed or Incapa-
citated and as a consequence, if they take
on a commitment under some private
arrangement, their family has no relief
when death or incapacity occurs; whereas
the more menial worker, even possibly the
building labourer, who is the only one of
the building trades group entitled to be on
the commission's books at present, would
be entitled to some reduction in rent, at
such a time, and his family would be able
to get by.
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But these other people are put in the
situation where everything they have must
be spent to hold the equity they have in
the roof over their heads. If this is a
sign of a State on the move then, again, I
say the situation is pretty bad.

There is no reason why we cannot over-
come the situation, and for the Minister to
say tonight that anyone who was an ap-
proved emergent case could be expected to
be accommodated within three months Is
pretty hopeless. How would you, Mr.
Speaker, like to be in the position of
receiving notice to quit, or being evicted
on Saturday next, and have the Minister
say that within three months he would be
able to find you somewhere to live? As the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition said, the
Government should do something other
than just go crying to the Commonwealth
for some assistance.

There are many other ways of getting
over this problem-by channelling finance
from other sources. I would suggest that
the Government has an immediate look
at the situation and have a top priority
conference-at Cabinet level-so that for
a change finance can be Poured into hous-
Ing instead of being poured into some of
the projects which seem to be bottomless
pits. If the Perth City Council decides to-
morrow to go ahead with the concert hall
the Government is committed to spend
$1,000,000 on a dollar-for-dollar basis. In
that case alone, if the council had been
allowed to have its own way it could have
financed the concert hail from the pro-
ceeds of the sale of the land provided by
the Government, and the concert hall
could have been built on a more suit-
able site, on land which the council owns.
That would have overcome that difficulty,
and the Government would not have been
obliged to spend $1,000,000 on the project.

These things are very nice if we can
afford them, but the hard cold facts are
that if the finances are as the Premier and
his Cabinet would have us believe we can-
not afford these luxuries.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has five more minutes.

Mr. JAMIESON: Until we can afford
such luxuries the money should be spent
where it is most needed. Before one buys
a speedboat surely it is right to put a roof
over one's bead. If one does not one is
irresponsible, and that is the attitude of the
Government. It is indulging in luxury
items while disregarding those things to
which it should be paying attention and
financing.

I would hate to have to listen to a
discourse by the Minister for Housing
again. No doubt he is the spokesman for
the Government. He said there was no
crisis-only pressures. If we have ever
heard any monkey talk, surely this was
it. We have heard this over and over
again. There is a crisis for everyone who

needs a house on an emergent basis. I
was told recently-within the last five
months--that approximately 1,000 cases
were regarded as emergent by the State
Housing Commission. No wonder the com-
mission will not extend the emergent right
to anybody else. I should imagine the
officers of the commission would be nearly
driven mad trying to find accommodation
and trying to do the right thing, and
getting no thanks from the Government
for their efforts. They are left to carry
the burden and the responsibility which
should be on the shoulders of the Premier
and his Ministers. The Premier and his
Ministers seem to lack Interest In the situ-
ation.

MR. DAVIES (Victoria Park) (10.45
p.m.]: I would like to take this opportunity
to speak and also to bring before the
notice of the Government the serious posi-
tion which exists in regard to housing,
particularly as it is brought to my notice,
day by day, by the people in my electorate,
and also as I find it in my contact with
the State Housing Commission. The
people we talk to at the State Housing
Commission make no secret of the
desperate position regarding housing. I
might say that the contact we have is
always very affable, and I am sure the
officers try to do their very best for us.
But, of course, they are governed by policy.
and the policy is set by the Government.

The Opposition has been consistent in
its approach to housing. Last year we
brought forcibly before the House on a
number of occasions, and through an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply, the
crisis whicb we claimed existed. Of course,
the Minister in his reply deplored the fact
that wve used the .word "crisis." If I
remember correctly he said this was the
type of language usually attributable to
flamboyant Journalists, and he did not
like to see it used in the House, particularly
in regard to housing; because, in fact.
there was no crisis but only pressures. If
there were only pressures it appears they
have burst the seams because there is a
crisis now in all parts of the State. I
sometimes wonder whether Ministers are
so far removed from reality that they are
unaware of the crisis. I often wonder
whether they personally handle the com-
plaints that come from their electors or
whether they let their secretaries or
publicity officers handle them and just
sign the usual letter which goes back. I
am certain that if they did deal personally
with as many of the queries regarding
housing as I have to, they would certainly
do something about it quickly.

At least 50 per cent. of my time is now
taken up on housing queries. I am able
to tell many of the people that it is not
the slightest bit of good my Presenting
their case to the commission because by the
commission's standards they do not have
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a case. So I am able to relieve the Hous-
tig Commission of some of the pressures
in that regard. However, by the same
token, I also know that many of the cases
I do put to the commission-which I am
forced to put up-are quite hopeless
because the commission will completely
disregard the hardship of the case.

I do not think anyone could possibly
assess the loss to the community-the
economic loss, the physical loss, and the
moral loss--which occurs as a result of the
housing shortage which we know exists
and which comes before us daily. The
position has continued to deteriorate since
r became a member in 1961. 1 thought the
Minister dealt with the arguments that
have been advanced so far tonight on a
rather general basis and did not get down
to the realities of the situation. He
seemed to derive some pleasure from quot-
ing the position in 1959 when we were in
Government. On several occasions last
session I said that to rue it was no longer
an excuse for the Government to quote
what happened when the Australian
Labor Party governed this State. The
Government might get some pleasure from
this attitude but It has to remember that
it has been in charge now since 1gM9-for
nine years. It has to learn to take the
responsibility for its shortcomings, and it
certainly has shortcomings.

In 1961 I had to tell people that I could
not help with housing-for a purchase
home-under six months; and for a ten-
ancy home uinder nine months. I used to
think this was a terrible state of affairs.
Every member in this House knows the
position has continued to deteriorate, and
even after the Premier promised us some
soul searching after the last election the
position has continued to deteriorate. If
the Premier searched his Soul apparently
he found nothing wrong with the housing
situation and, of course, it is getting worse
and worse as the weeks go by.

It is quite impossible, now, to assess just
how long an applicant will have to wait for
a house. Figures have been quoted show-
Ing that applications in May and June,
1965, are receiving current allocations.
However, this does not mean that people
who apply now will receive houses in three
years' time. It will probably be five, six,
or seven years before an applicant is able
to get a house.

As far as I am concerned, tonight I will
only plead the case of a man who is
eligible under the State Housing Act, and
the eligibility criteria which currently
exists. That is the only person with whom
I am concerned. I am not concerned with
the man who has enough money to build
himself a modest home or a mansion. In
any case those people would have to look
after themselves. However, I am con-
cerned with the number of persons who
.have no recourse other than to look to the

State Housing Commission to help them
with a home; that is, the people in the
low income bracket.

I do not know whether any members
have read the booklet High Rents and Low
Incomes, which details research on the
problem by Elaine M. Martin. This re-
search was undertaken by the Brother-
hood of St. Laurence, which is a Church
of England organisation in Victoria and
well known as leaders in the social
field, not only in housing but in all
branches of social work. The booklet
forcibly brings home to the reader the
position in which low income families con-
stantly find themselves and how the
position can only become worse because of
the high rents which they are being forced
to pay. They are forced to reduce their
standard of living because they have to
pay high rents.

These are the people with whom I am
concerned tonight. irrespective of what
the Minister says in regard to money being
made available by the Commonwealth to
all kinds of funds to help with home
building, end Irrespective of whether It
goes to building societies, insurance comn-
panies, banks, or any other similar institu-
tion, these are the people who do not
qualify because they do not have a suffi-
cient credit rating. They are the ones
whose only alternative is to go to the State
Housing Commission. Currently 17,000
people are asking the Government to do
something for them but the Government
says that the position is not serious. When
does it become serious? That is what we
would like to know.

in the housing field we now find those
bad features which were known to us
following the acute housing shortage after
the last war. I refer to the bad and objec-
tionable features such as rapacious land-
lords, the Simon Legrees, who are trying to
get the last cent from the people. Who
are those who are forced to accept this
accommodation? once again, it is the low
income working man. We find key money Is
being demanded. Surely members recall
bow we abhorred key money after the last
war, and thought it a terrible thing that
landlords should demand that money from
young couples. T'he cry at the time wa-s.
"Why didn't the Labor Party do something
about the position and help the working
mnan?)"

It is a crime to have children nowadays.
it is a case of not being able to apply for
a house or a fiat if one has children. I
could take members to at least two blocks
of flats in the metropolitan area where a
condition of tenancy is that the occupant
must leave the flat if the wife becomes
pregnant. It is not even a matter of hav-
ing children; it is a question of carrying a
child. That condition is written into the
agreement, but the Governmnent says that
there is no crisis. Goodness gracious me!
One child, let alone two or three, would
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debar a person from obtaining a house in
many places. What are families supposed
to do? Are they supposed to occupy high
rental aecommzodation? Are they supposed
to occupy flats which, in size, are little more
than boxes and pay rents ranging from $16
to $20 per week? Are they to be forced into
that accommodation, and how do they get
out of it? They cannot have children, be-
cause they cannot obtain living accom-
modation anywhere else if they do. What
does that cost them? I believe it costs $3
Per week to stay on the pill. This is an
added burden to the low income family.

As the housing position becomes 'worse,
the People who are lucky enough to have
rental accommodation are facing continual
increases In rient. It is not a matter of 50c,
The, or even $1. Many people suddenly find
their rents have almost doubled. That situ-
ation applies regularly.

In addition there is always the unplea-
sant business of the landlord requiring
bonds. One cannot obtain a flat in Perth
now unless one pays a bond of :at least
$50. No one seems to know just what
these bonds are; that is, whether they are
maintenance or good-faith bonds. Increas-
ingly, people are coming to me complain-
ing that the landlord will not return their
bond, and on the flimsiest pretext-some-
times no pretext at all-the landlord
merely refuses to return the bond and says,
"Take me to court." It would cost more
than $50 to take the landlord to court and
the people find it is quite impossible for
them to have the $50 bond returned. If a
landlord owned a block of 20 flats-and
there are plenty of these-and if each
tenant is paying a bond of $50, then the
landlord is holding $1,000 and enjoying the
interest on it. Probably many of the tenants
have no chance at all of having the bond
returned when they leave a flat. It Is a
disgusting position.

I call upon the Government to take
action to form some kind of fund into which
the bonds are paid, because at the present
time people get into a tremendous amount
of strife in trying to get them back.

If the rest of the Cabinet does not know
these things, surely the Minister for Hous-
ing must be aware of them; and knowing
all this, what has been done to ease the
position? The paper tells us the Govern-
ment is not building as many houses as it
has in the past several years. Startistics will
tell us that fact. The Minister said he was
going to quote statistics tonight, but I hope
he does not quote the ones issued by the
local branch of the Government Statis-
tician's Office; because I find the figure on
Government building embraces State Gov-
ernment, Commonwealth Government,
semi-government, and local gov-
ernment. It would not be fair to base any
argument on those figures and, if the
Minister refers to them, I hope he is able
to make some adjustment to indicate what
proportion relates to the other Govern-
ment departments of which I have spoken,

What has the Government done? I
admit it has done a couple of things. For
a start, the Government has put up rents.
Perhaps members of the Government
thought some of the people would Quit if
higher rents were imposed. However, this
subject has been dealt with earlier this
evening so I will not refer to it again. One
good thing the Government has done, for
which I give credit, is the easing of the
means test in regard to pensioner rebates.
I believe the same means test applies as
the one used by the Commonwealth for
social service pensions. I gave the Govern-
ment credit for doing this. Goodness knows,
I complained about it last session and the
session before, but now it has been done.
Certainly we on this side of the House
pressurised the Government long enough
and r personally brought it to the notice
of the Government on a number of oc-
casions.

The other good thing for which I give
credit is that the Government has altered
the position in regard to eligibility. Once
upon a time eligibility for a tenancy home
was assessed at the time of allocation, or
nearly at the time of allocation. Now the
Position is that if one is eligible when one
applies, and one is accepted, then irrespec-
tive of whether the waiting time is three,
four, or more years, and irrespective of the
salary one might be on at the end of the
waiting period, one is still eligible for a
State Housing Commission home. This is
reasonable, but it is a position that will
have to be watched, particularly if the
waiting time continues to grow.

I do not think it should be a matter of
allowing a person to wait for a number of
years and then to say he is ineligible. I
think a system would have to be devised
under which such persons are regularly ad-
vised as to how they are standing in the list
of applications. Surely this would have to
be done! However, apart from those two
beneficial acts by the Government, it has
done nothing except, as I have already
said, put up the rents. The Government
has allowed the Position to deteriorate
appallingly and now it is running to the
Commonwealth Government with tears in
its eyes asking for something to be done to
relieve the critical Position of housing in
Western Australia which has developed
suddenly, although it was not apparent to
the Government at election time.

As costs rise, of course, this means that
rents continue to rise, but worse still the
amount of deposit required for houses by
young couples seeking accommodation is
rising to astronomical heights. In fact.
some young couples are now finding that,
whereas they had expected to pay a6 maxi-
mumn of $300 or $400 on a home-or at
the most $500-they are now required to
pay double that sum and, of course, they
just do not have that kind of money. The
State Housing Commission should bring to
the notice of waiting applicants the fact
that they are required to pay this increased
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amount as a deposit on homes so that they
will have some opportunity to save the
amount when it Is required.

However, many young couples,-and in
the majority of cases the wife is also work-
ing-would not be able to save such a large
amount as is required as a deposit. Never-
theless such infornation should be brought
to their attention in view of the long wait-
ig period.

The obvious answer to this problem,
of course, is that we want houses made
available for those in the low income
group. I am* not unduly worried about
those people who can avail themselves of
other channels to obtain finance for hous-
ing. I think something must be done in
regard to eligibility.

The Minister's answer to the question
asked by the member for Ascot this after-
noon was interesting only because of what
it implied, but what, in fact was not act-
ually the case. The Minister implied that
the eligibility criteria is adjusted on the
basic wage. However, the Minister did not
remind the House of this Government's
deplorable record concerning the new
system relating to the basic wage. From
1954 until about 1960 regular quarterly
adjustments were made by the State
Arbitration Court to the basic wage.
This, however, did not please the Trea-
surer and Premier, and against the
wishes of the Employers Federation, the
Chamber of Commerce, and two or
three other bodies, he decided he would
alter the set-up in regard to fixing the
basic wage and that we would adopt as
our standard the standard of the six capi-
tal cities as assessed by the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court. This immediately de-
prived the State court of its power to fix
the basic wage and the local unions of their
right to appear before the court to argue
the basic wage.

It meant that whatever the Common-
wealth Arbitration Court decided we auto-
matically had to follow, and the reason
advanced by the Premier and Treasurer
was that we were being penalised by the
Grants Commission. We took the
Premier to task on several matters which
we found in the report of the Grants
Commission which indicated we were not
being penalised. The Premier and Treasurer
then said that this would keep down the
cost of living. This, too, proved to be com-
pletely false, because the cost of living has
risen more since the basic wage has been
fixed under the Commonwealth system
than ever it did under the State Arbitra-
tion Court system.

The figures for the March quarter show
tbat Perth had an average rise in the cost
of living of 22c and that the national
average rise was only 15c. For the quarter
ended the 31st December, 1967. Perth
had a rise in the cost of living of 15c com-
pared with the national average rise in the
cost of living of 10c, and this despite

the fact that it is not unusual for
the cost of living to remain steady or even
to drop during the last quarter. This has
been the Position ever since the basic wage
has been fixed in accordance with the Com-
monwealth situation. So once again the
working mant has suffered. I recall that
on some occasions the increase in the cost
of living in Perth has been three times
the national average increase.

Therefore the Premier's promise of a
likely reduction in the cost of living in
Western Australia has proved to be com-
pletely false. In fact, the result has been
exactly the Opposite. We are returning, of
course, to the point where the basic wage
was fixed and used as a standard for as-
sessing the eligibility of an applicant for
a State Housing Commission home. As I
have said, after 1966 we had a basic wage
assessed by the Commonwealth Arbitra-
tioni Court, but on the 5th June, 1967-1
think that is the correct date-the basic
wage was abolished by a decision of the
full Commonwealth Arbitration Court. It
fixed a total wage and increased that
total wage by a dollar. What a predica-
ment the State Arbitration Court was in!
It had fixed a basic wage which, under
the Act, was to be fixed in accordance
with the standard basic wage of the six
capital cities, but, in fact, there was no
basic wage for the six capital cities except
the one which had been last fixed and
which was subsequently abolished.

However, by some magnificent manoeuvr-
Ing it has been suggested that this Is still
the basic wage although the basic wage
for Western Australia is fixed in accordance
with the total wage arrived at by the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court. There is no
commonwealth basic wage; the last wage
fixed became the State basic wage. One has
to take a very wide view to accept that
decision, and I believe that if it were chal-
lenged we could find we do not have any
basic wage, irrespective of the Arbitration
Court's finding on this matter.

Nevertheless, in November, 1967, the
court announced. "This shall be the basic
wage. It is the last one we have known and
we will hang on to it as long as we can.
but we will not grant a dollar rise, but
will grant a rise of 60c." This was then
taken as a total wage. It was the basic
wage Plus a loading. Ever since then there
has been no adjustment to the maximum
Permissible income to allow a Person to
become eligible for a State Housing Com-
mission home. I have pointed out to the
House that since that time the cast of
living has risen, and in two quarters it
rose a total of 37c, The maximum eligi-
bility wage should be raised, but it is not
being adjusted, and many people who
should be eligible for a State Housing
Commission home find they are ineligible.

In addition to this a worker receives a
maximum sum of 98c for each child. For
the consideration of members I will cite
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a case which was brought to my attention
Yesterday of a man who Is working as a
Plant attendant at Pioneer Quarries. His
wife telephoned me to say that they had
to get out of their house by the end of
August. They have six children and the
seventh is due at the end of August. Her
husband is paid $64 a week and he is re-
garded as a staff employee. He is told
that he is on the staff. This is a wonder-
ful gimmick on the part of the company
to avoid paying him overtime. Can any
member of this House imagine how a
family of nine can live on $64 a week?
Yet the breadwinner now finds he is in-
eligible for a State Housing Commission
home. It is just not practical.

Surely to goodness this gets back to the
low income family, and $64 for a nine-
unit family is certainly a low income
family. It is these cases of people who are
unable to help themselves which require
some attention.

Only with the greatest economising is
this woman able to meet her dental,
medical, and other bills. She cannot afford
to belong to a medical fund with a family
'of six children, yet she finds she must re-
duce her standard of living because of the
size of her family. Surely there is nothing
wrong with a family of six children; it is
nothing to smirk about. If a person wants
to have a big family, that person should
not be penalised.

The man earns $64 a week but he is not
eligible, because of the system applied by
the State Housing Commission in asses-
sing eligibility. I have already quoted the
figure of $50.86 a week plus 98c for each
child which would entitle the man con-
cerned to earn only $57.72 a week.

So here we have a large family with
certainly no savings and nowhere to go.
These people have not the slightest chance
of finding anywhere to go. Does not the
Government feel it has a responsibility to-
wards them? Surely there must be excep-
tions made in some instances. Some
allowances should be made for cases such
as the one to which I have referred!

If the man I have mentioned was a
tradesman, and was not a plant operator
and not considered to be on the staff, he
would be eligible, because his wage would
bring him below the $57; and what is more
he would be able to earn overtime. But
because he Is a staff employee he is to be
penalised in the matter of housing.

Where will he be able to find a land-
lord who will let him a house, particularly
as he has seven children? I am sure no
landlord would do so. Surely these are the
very people we should be helping.

Earlier It was implied that the Opposi-
tion did not want to see industry come
to the State. This attitude has been adopted
on more than one occasion. It is corn-

Pletely false, because we are as anxious
as any member of the Government to see
industry come to this State.

I have, however, said before that in-
dustry does not come here because it likes
the Government. Industries come here be-
cause it suits them to do so; because they
are able to make a profit here: and surely
that is their function. If industry is to
make a profit, surely it must assess the
conditions that apply in this State, some
of which are the availability of staff, the
wages paid, the stability of the Govern-
ment, and the other factors which are
necessary for it to consider.

I understand the alumina factory was
to go to India, but it came to this State
because it thought the Government was
more stable. No matter how big or small
an industry that comes here may be, it
must surely take all these factors into con-
sideration.

I do wonder, however, how forcibly the
housing position is put to the industries.
that come to Western Australia. I believe
these industries are capable of providing
houses for their employees. By interjec-
tion the Minister for Industrial Develop-
ment indicated that we should be very
thankful to Broken Hill Proprietary
Limited for coming to Western Australia
and establishing a rolling mill. I think
H.H.P. should be very grateful that it is
able to find conditions here so beneficial
to its working. It is certainly not a pauper
company.

I have here a list of 100 top companies
outside the United States. This was pub-
lished in the Life magazine some time ago,
and it was reprinted from the American
business magazine called Fortune. This list
shows that in 1966 B.H.P. located in Aus-
tralia, was number 51 of the top 100 com-
panies In the world outside the United
States.

I do not think that indicates that REHP.
is about to go broke, or that it cannot
provide a considerable amount of money
to help its employees. I am afraid I have
not much sympathy for that company: it
is only after what it can win out of West-
emn Australia, and this of course applies
to other companies as well.

The figures published in connection with
the iron ore companies up north-the
figures of the profits they are making-
must I am sure make them exceedingly
happy. The figures indicate the great size
of the companies and their ramifications.
They also indicate that these companies
could quite easliy make a contribution to
the housing situation to assist their em
ployees.

Another fact that concerns mec is the
sort of assistance given to cases which
are put forward as hardship cases. I am
always amazed, though thankful, for the
assistance given to some of the cases I
have put forward. I would, however, never
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bet on one case being successful and
another unsuccessful: because in my judg-
ment some of the cases T have submit-
ted. but which I would not help, are
granted houses: but others, which I con-
sider certain of receiving assistance, are
refused such help.

One such ease which was refused was
Mr. George Draper of Acton Avenue. He
has received a notice to appear in court
on Friday next, the 2nd August. This man
has five children and is asking to be given
a house. However, we merely received a
stereotyped reply. We were not told why
the application was refused, and if we
want any further particulars we must
waste more time in trying to find out such
details. This case is actually out of my
electorate, but it was referred by Father
Cleary of the Catholic Presbytery at Car-
lisle, who gave these people a good re-
ference. They will, however, go to court
on Friday next and receive notice to quit.

What happens after that? I am sup-
posed to take the matter to the State
Housing Commission and say I was not
bluffing; that these People have to quit
and here is the order to prove it. This is
a dreadful waste of time-it wastes the
time of the Housing Commission, it wastes
the court's time, the applicant's time, and
my time.

Surely the Government must realise
that these people will be out of a house;
that they have five children and that they
will not be able to find anywhere to live.
Why cannot the Government be practical
about the matter? We have far better
things to do than continue to deal with
housing problems and make excuses as
to why people cannot get houses.

I am reaching a stage where I will not
take any blame at all; I shoot the matter
straight back to the Government. All we
can do is to get the people who have been
refused to write direct to the various
Ministers and see whether they cannot
impress on them the urgency of the hous-
ing position.

I have already mentioned that I thought
industry could do a lot more to help itself
in regard to housing, and I queried the
application of the State Housing Com-
mission's policy.

I can mention the case of Mr. G. W. H.
flu floss of Victoria Park who has five
children. He applied for a house but was
told after some considerable period of
waiting that if he was prepared to take
a house at Swinana he could get one
fairly quickly. He had in the meantime
taken some high rental accommodation
which was offering. When he went to the
Housing Commission he was told that- his
name was on the top of the list for
Kwinana, and that the next house which
became available was his.

When no house was provided after a
couple of months he approached the comn-
mission again but was told that someone
bad transfered from another district and
the commission had to provide that person
with the first house that became available.
He was told again that he was on the top
of the waiting list, and that the next
house which came up was his. Of course,
he was quite certain that he would have
a house provided at Kwinana.

Then on the 23rd March, 1968, he re-
ceived a circular letter from the commis-
Sion saying that the heavy demands of
industry based in and around Swinana
had caused the commission to review its
Policy for the handling of applications for
assistance in that area; that it was forced
to restrict the list of applications to those
Persons who were working or have worked
within the industry; and that all applica-
tions were required to be accompanied by
a certificate from the employer or future
employer. If a Person can obtain a ticket
to work as a boilermaker or tradesman
for an industry in Kwinana, he could
move into a house provided by the commis-
sion, but the next day he could quit the
job and he would not be evicted. This
Policy is completely foolish. It means that
the Housing Commission is telling people
where they are to live.

This man was told he could live in the
Fremantle area, but that he could not live
in the Kwinana, area unless he got a Job
there. The point is he could get a. job
there and leave it the next week. In those
circumstances what would the commission
do? This person likes the Kwinana, area
and wants to live there, but he has not
considered the idea of working there.

He thought he was doing the Housing
Commission a favour by agreeing to ac-
cept a house in the Kwinana area, but
now we find that-other People are getting
preferential treatment. There is no guaran-
tee that a person who takes employment
in the area, and is thus provided with a
house, will not leave the employment the
next week. This policy of the Government
is impractical, stupid, and shortsighted.

When the Minister entered into the de-
bate this evening he did not read out
any headlines. On the last occasion when
he spoke on the question of housing he
read extensively from newspaper head-
lines to indicate how good was the hous-
ing Position. I was hoping he would do
the same on this occasion, because I have
many headlines from the flatly News, The
West Australian, the journal of the Good
Neighbour council, and the gazette of the
Air Force Association; and I also have
many indications of the unsatisfactory
housing position from the R.S.L., the
Women's Service Guild, the W.A. Abori-
ginal Advancement Council, and the Pen-
sioners' League. There is not one section
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of the community that is not worried
about housing, but the Government is do-
ing nothing about the matter It has shown
a lack of planning and a lack of foresight.

Even the former Rev. Edwin White, who
is now Mr. White, has been taken to task
for his stand on housing. It was a very
practical and a very real appraisal of the
Position which he made in trying to be
fair to migrants. This Government is be-
ing unfair: it is only fair to itself and to
its business friends.

I am happy to stand up and say a few
words on behalf of the low income group,
because they are the people who need
some help at the Present time; they are
the people wh0 keep the State going;
they are the people who are getting very
fed up with the attitude of the Govern-
ment towards housing; and they are the
People who almost put the Government
out of office at the last election. I can only
hope that when the Premier is search-
ing his soul he will find some considera-
tion for the people who face serious hous-
ing problems, instead of pulling faces and
treating the position lightly.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has another four minutes.

Mr. DAVIES: I wind up on that note,
and say how disappointed I am that the
housing position, which is as serious as it is
has been treated so lightly.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
The CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. A. Manning):

Before I take the Chair, I would like to
express my thanks to the Premier, the
Leader of the Opposition, and members
generally for my election to the responsible
Position of Chairman of Committees. I
trust that together we can maintain the
high standards which we should attain in
Committee.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Brand (Treasurer), and transmitted to
the Council.

House adjourned at 11.29 p.m.

£rguiatfr Toum&i
Wednesday, the 31st July, 1968

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS (10): ON NOTICE
BENTLEY SCHOOL

Brick Class-rooms
1. The Hon. J. DOLIAN asked the Minister

for Mines:
Has any provision been made in
the Estimates for the year 1968-69
for new brick replacement class-
rooms at the Bentley Primary
School?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Three replacement rooms are listed
on the proposed 1968-69 building
estimates.

STAFFING IN SCHOOLS
Adequacy for Achievement Certificate

2. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON asked
the Minister for Mines:
(1) Has the Education Department

carried out a work study case to
determine whether staffing in
schools, apart from extra clerical
staff already provided, is adequate
to satisfactorily implement the re-
quirements of the Achievement

-Certificate?

(2) If not, is such a study in progress,
or projected?

(3) Are there significant differences
in work load between schools be-
cause of varying procedures
adopted to implement the Achieve-
ment Certificate?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
(1) A work study undertaken in con-

nection with the latest proposals
for the Achievement Certificate
shows that the present staffing
formula would adequately pro-
vide for all teaching needs.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) No.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS IN
METROPOLITAN AREA

Determining Formula

3. The Hon. C. E. GRIFFITHS asked the
Minister for Mines:
(1) Is the fornula used by the Special

Schools Crossing Reviewing Com-
mittee for determining whether or
not a pedestrian crossing is war-
ranted, the same for the whole of
the metropolitan area?


